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FROM THE EDITOR

I was wearing my Superman costume and flying
through my front yard
when the bee stung me. I
had already vanquished
my foe, but my 5-year-old

curiosity decided to hold
its lifeless body. I still
remember the tears and
anguish as my parents
pulled the stinger from my
thumb. “You’re so brave,”
they said over my screams.
I knew even then it was a
lie. Batman would never
have been so stupid.
I didn’t read that many
comic books as a kid. I
grew up on Batman: The
Animated Series and the
Tim Burton/Joel Schumacher renditions of the
Caped Crusader. But even
then I understood how our

longings for superheroes to
rescue us from the world’s
brokenness — even the pain
of a bee sting — point to our
gospel hope and deliverance.
I’m thrilled to have SBTS
Ph.D. candidate and comic
book creator Chad Nuss
contribute a brilliant article and original artwork
to this issue of Towers
(isn’t the cover awesome?!).
Check out his work, and the
first issue of his worldview
comic book The Silence, at
thesilencecomics.com.

Coppenger’s missional
apologetics
The eccentric and well-traveled Mark Coppenger shares
his extraordinary experiences
and the philosophy behind his
evangelistic approach.

28
3 Questions with the
Gray Havens
The husband-wife duo talk
Lord of the Rings.

Our mission is to use
our time, resources,
and talents to tell the
Southern story in an
accurate, timely, and
creative manner to
the glory of God.
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REPORT

Newslog

What’s the Word
panelists: ‘Search
out the cause of the
oppressed’
By Andrew J.W. Smith
THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH needs to stand against the

SBTS Heritage Week
By SBTS Communications
JESUS IS THE “ULTIMATE” REFUGEE and immigrant,

and as a result the church has a responsibility
to love and care for strangers in their land, said
Georgia pastor Bryant Wright Oct. 11 during
Southern Seminary’s Heritage Week.
Addressing the topic of refugees and immigrants, Wright, who pastors Johnson Ferry
Baptist Church in Marietta, Georgia, focused
on the biblical role of the church to serve and
love those considered foreigners to America.
Wright’s main text, Matthew 2:13-15, explains
that Jesus, led by his parents, was a refugee who
fled to Egypt. He also compared Jesus to an immigrant because the Savior left his home in heaven.
At a special Heritage Week service Oct. 12
in Broadus Chapel, SBTS President R. Albert
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Mohler Jr. preached on Ecclesiastes 9:11-18 about
the resolute faith Christians should have for
God’s promises in a fallen world. Despite a clash
of worldviews that characterizes the church’s
interaction with secular culture, believers can
have confidence that God’s sovereign purposes
will be fulfilled in the end, Mohler said.
In the Oct. 13 service in Alumni Memorial
Chapel, SBTS trustee Clint Pressley said believers can hold onto the strength of Jesus Christ in
times of trouble. Jesus knows and sympathizes
with everything Christians experience in their
lives, said Pressley, who is senior pastor of Hickory
Grove Baptist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Audio and video of Heritage Week services will
soon be available at sbts.edu/resources.

continuing problem of racism in the United States with
a message of reconciliation, said panelists at the What’s
the Word forum, Sept. 26.
The forum, titled “Seeking Justice: A Response to
Racialized Violence,” was moderated by New Testament
professor Jarvis Williams and featured panelists from the
seminary and broader Louisville community. Williams
asked each participant to discuss justice and injustice
from their area of expertise, from education to civil law.
“You can’t sit in a room full of African-American
brothers without hearing story after story after story
of being followed by police and pulled over by police in
ways that I have never experienced,” said Ryan Fullerton, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Louisville’s
Shelby Park, which is predominately black. “Whites
have a responsibility, in the words of Job, to search out
the cause of the oppressed.”
Panelists also included James Westbrook, pastor
and church planting resident at Sojourn Midtown;
Toni Stringer, a retired Jefferson County judge; and
Kevin Jones, associate dean of academic innovation
at Boyce College.
Audio and video will soon be available on the ONE
page on the Southern Seminary website.
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Boyce College to
offer Philosophy,
Politics, and
Economics degree
By SBTS Communications
at Boyce College will
prepare students to apply a Christian worldview
in the areas of politics, international justice,
and economic development, according to school
leaders. The Bachelor of Science in Philosophy,
Politics, and Economics will be available beginning in fall 2017.
“This is another great step in the maturity and
growth of Boyce College,” said Southern Seminary
President R. Albert Mohler Jr. “This is one of the
most significant and timely majors we could offer
at this time, especially to young people who are
going to be prepared to apply the Christian worldview to every dimension of life and to some of the
most pressing challenges of our day in economics
and politics.”
The interdisciplinary degree will advocate for
religious liberty, public justice, human flourishing,
and the need for a holistic ministry, according to
program leaders. The degree program includes 39
hours of major studies, which will be incorporated
with 33 hours of Biblical and Theological Studies
courses and 12 hours of Ministry Studies courses.
Bryan Baise, assistant professor of worldview and
apologetics, will serve as the program director.
For more information on the degree, visit boycecollege.com/ppe.

A NEW DEGREE PROGRAM

Southern Seminary
trustees elect Haykin
By S. Craig Sanders
SOUTHERN SEMINARY TRUSTEES unanimously
approved all recommendations in the board’s Oct.
10 meeting, including the election of Michael A.G.
Haykin to the faculty.
Haykin, professor of church history and biblical
spirituality, has taught at Southern since 2008 and
serves as the director of the seminary’s Andrew
Fuller Center for Baptist Studies. Haykin earned
his bachelor’s and doctoral degrees from the University of Toronto. He has authored or contributed
to dozens of books, including Rediscovering the
Church Fathers and 8 Women of Faith. His election
is effective Jan. 1, 2017.
The next meeting of the board of trustees will
take place April 10, 2017, in Louisville.
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Ware responds
to Trinity critics at
Alumni Academy
By Andrew J.W. Smith
RESPONDING TO A WAVE OF CRITICISM from the
summer of 2016, Bruce A. Ware reiterated his views
on subordination within the Trinity at the Sept. 29-30
Alumni Academy at Southern Seminary.
The doctrine of the Trinity depends on two fully
realized features: distinction and equality, said Ware, T.
Rupert and Lucille Coleman Professor of Christian Theology. The three persons of the Trinity are completely
distinct (three separate persons) and also fully equal
(one shared divine nature). The primary distinction
between the three persons of the Trinity is best exemplified in their distinct roles and relations, Ware said.
Although the Father and the Son share the same nature,
they participate in a Father-Son relationship eternally.
“This doctrine has been almost universally held by the
major theologians of the history of the church,” Ware
said. “The only thing that grounds the fact that the
Father is the eternal Father is that he begets the Son, and
the only thing that grounds the Son being the eternal Son
of the Father is the fact that he’s begotten of the Father.”
Much of Ware’s material was included in his 2005
book, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, so he was surprised
to hear it had stirred up so much controversy among
evangelical blogs.
“Up until June of this year, I didn’t realize that things I
have been teaching for the last 30 years are so hotly controversial,” he said. “In my mind, it’s just Bible — it’s all
over the Bible.”
Also presenting at the event were Michael A.G. Haykin,
professor of church history and biblical spirituality, and
Stephen J. Wellum, professor of Christian theology. The
three professors also participated in a panel.
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SBTS leaders
encourage success
beyond the classroom
at All Student Summit
By Andrew J.W. Smith
STUDENTS CAN CULTIVATE FAITHFULNESS in all areas
of their lives while in seminary, said Southern Seminary leaders at the All Student Summit, Sept. 27.
The event, sponsored by the Rick Bordas Fund for
Student Discipleship, featured five figures in the
Southern Seminary community giving 20-minute
addresses in the style of a TED talk.
“We, as leaders at Southern, know our weaknesses,
but we also see the evidences of God’s grace in our
lives,” said Jeremy P. Pierre, associate professor
of biblical counseling and dean of students, who
introduced the speakers. “Tonight is a series of short
but powerful talks from men who exemplify certain
strengths we want you to benefit from.”
R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Seminary, spoke on how students can take care of their
minds, with other leaders addressing topics of
professional or personal interest. Other speakers
included Donald S. Whitney (soul care), Randy L.
Stinson (family care), Jonathan T. Pennington (time
management), and Dan Dumas (finances).
Audio of the event is available at sbts.edu/resources.
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Dying churches ‘opportunity of mission and
ministry,’ says Clifton at Mathena event
By SBTS Communications
DYING CHURCHES CAN DEMONSTRATE the power of
God and be instruments of grace, said Mark Clifton
at an Oct. 18 event hosted by the Mathena Center for
Church Revitalization.
“Your Southern Baptist Convention, your North
American Mission Board ... look at dying churches as an
opportunity of mission and ministry and to explore how
we might reach people through those dying churches,”
Clifton said.
Clifton serves as senior director of church replanting with the North American Mission Board and is
the author of Reclaiming Glory: Revitalizing Dying

Churches. During the free event, Clifton sought to show
how a dying church brings glory to God and that he is
great and his gospel is powerful.
“There is no life cycle of a church anywhere in the
New Testament,” Clifton said. “If the people in that
church will stay committed to Christ and love him
and love each other and love that community and
love that neighborhood, as long as there are people
there to be reached, there is no expiration date on
that church.”
More information on the Mathena Center is available
online at revitalize.sbts.edu.
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Richards offers 10 principles
for economic flourishing
By Andrew J.W. Smith
CULTURES CAN CREATE WEALTH and alleviate poverty by following estab-

lished patterns toward economic flourishing, said Jay W. Richards at an Oct.
19 luncheon sponsored by the Commonweal Project at The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
Richards, assistant research professor in the School of Business and Economics at Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. and author of
Money, Greed, and God, compared economic prosperity to a modern climber
scaling Mt. Everest — it can be done because others have accomplished it.
He provided 10 principles that successful countries have behind for modern
cultures to emulate, starting with the rule of law, along with a commitment
to limited government and economic freedom.
Christians can make valuable contributions to the free market, since the creation of wealth always involves “immaterial realities” such as proper cultural
mores, a healthy work ethic, and metaphysical beliefs in the universe’s purpose.
“This is what we ought to expect [as Christians] — God creates human beings
in his image, we’re this unique hybrid of the material and the spiritual,” Richards said. “God creates sand; he leaves it to us to create fiber-optic cables and
computer chips, and in the process of doing that, we create wealth and value.”
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G U E S T R E CO M M E N DATI O N

Book Reviews
Transgender
Vaughan Roberts Review by Andrew J.W. Smith

(The Good Book Company
2016, $14.99)

As part of the Talking Points series from The Good Book Company, Vaughan
Roberts explores the biblically clear but practically complex issue of transgenderism from a Christian viewpoint in the concise Transgender. The
world is marred by the Fall, leading to confused self-identity and broken
relationships, but in the gospel, humanity can hope God’s plan to reform
every believer in his image.
Although much of American culture revolves around what Roberts
calls the “iWorld” (the decisive story of the individual), Roberts interprets the issue in light of God’s story, the “creation-fall-rescue” program
of redemption and renewal. Roberts distills the many confusing aspects
of a difficult issue into a brief and powerful 75-page treatment. An especially helpful list of suggested books for further research is included
at the end of the book.

Marriage and the Mystery of the Gospel
Ray Ortlund Review by Annie Corser

(B&H Academic 2016, $29.99)

In Marriage and the Mystery of the Gospel, Ray Ortlund unfolds the purpose and theme of marriage, diving into a deep discussion of the biblical
theology of marriage in less than 120 pages. Beginning with a strong
exposition of Genesis 1–3, Ortlund reveals God’s purpose for marriage
throughout the Old and New Testaments.
“The whole of cosmic reality exists as the venue for the eternal honeymoon for the perfect husband with his perfect bride in marital bliss
forever and ever. This is the breathtaking claim of the Bible,” Ortlund
writes. “Human marriage has always been intended by God to serve as
a prophetic whisper of the eternal marriage.”
The application for Christians today is that marriage is not the ultimate
end in this life; marriage, ultimately, points to the eternal unity of Christ
and his bride, the church.

Preaching to a PostEverything World: Crafting
Biblical Sermons That
Connect with Our Culture
(Baker 2008, $20)
Zack Eswine
“This is my favorite book on
preaching. Zack Eswine offers
a holistic vision of the whole
gospel to the whole person and the
whole church for the sake of the
whole world, and his taxonomy of

Do More Better: A Practical Guide to Productivity
Tim Challies Review By Sean W. Corser

(Cruciform Press 2015, $9.99)
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In our fast-paced world, the stress to do more is always tugging for our
attention. In Do More Better, author Tim Challies explains a biblical foundation for productivity and provides the resources to help you accomplish it.
Challies warns against the idol of busyness, which he says gives “the illusion of getting things done, but it probably just means that you are directing
too little attention in too many directions.” He advises readers instead that
it’s better “to dedicate lots of attention to those areas in which you are particularly talented or gifted than it is to dedicate minimal attention to the many
areas you are not.” In practical terms, Challies commends productivity tools
like Evernote and planning with weekly and daily schedules. Be sure to take
advantage of bonus resources on challies.com, which include productivity
worksheets and action steps.

preaching and application provides
an essential framework for gospelcentered, contextually sensitive,
mission-driven preaching.”

DAN I E L MONTGOM E RY
Founding pastor,
Sojourn Community Church
November 2016
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covers, a call to leadership rooted in the
personality of the triune God.
“Our Trinitarian doctrine of God is not
a mathematical formula we must solve in
order to pass an orthodoxy test,” Montgomery and Kennedy write. “Rather, God — in
all his complexity — must be the operating system for our lives and our leadership.
Only he can empower us to lead meaningfully in every situation and circumstance.”
To be honest, I don’t have patience
for most leadership books, especially
those written by leadership “coaches”
who’ve never succeeded on the field.
But as a Sojourn Midtown member,
I’ve seen Montgomery and Kennedy
flourish in their ministries by raising
up and empowering other leaders. The

authors set forth five characteristics
that comprise this mosaic: conviction, creativity, courage, collaboration,
and contemplation.
While you might be able to glean content from leadership books by skimming
or focusing on a few chapters, you’ll miss
the big picture of Leadership Mosaic if you
don’t read beginning to end. The beauty
of the mosaic’s completion in the chapter
“The Contemplative Leader” rewards the
diligent reader.
In addition to the book’s rich material
for church leaders, the website leadershipmosaic.org provides readers access to
more resources, including videos for each
chapter, a 64-page workbook, and information for leadership coaching cohorts.

Mohler writes. “This volume is more than
of Southern Seminary’s primary purpose
a doctrinal exposition or devotional exer- “to produce men who will be preachers
cise. It is the display of public fidelity to a
‘mighty in the Scriptures.’”
confession of faith, to the faith once for all
“Theological liberalism has led to the
demise of many once great churches,
delivered to the saints, and the gospel of
seminaries, and entire denominations,”
Jesus Christ.”
Like other Baptist
Mohler writes. “This
“This very school has
and Protestant convery school has had
had to relearn lessons
to relearn lessons
fessions before it, the
that should never
Abstract of Principles
that should never have
have been forgotten,
begins with an article
been forgotten, but we
defending the inspibut we stand without
stand without apology in
ration and authority
apology in absolute
absolute agreement with
of the Bible. Mohler
agreement with the
contributes the chapevangelical Scripture
the evangelical Scripture
ter for Article I, noting
principle, the scripprinciple, the scriptural
this statement on the
tural confidence of
confidence of the
the Reformers, and
Scriptures was critiReformers, and the faith
cal in the seminary’s
the faith confessed so
establishment “as a
clearly in the Abstract
confessed so clearly in the
bastion of biblical
of Principles.”
Abstract of Principles.”
authority” and necesThe remaining 19
sary for its renewal in the 20th century.
articles feature commentary from SouthMohler explains how the Abstract
ern Seminary professors, among them
affirms the attributes of Scripture as the
Bruce A. Ware on Article IV, “Providence”;
only “sufficient, certain, and authoritative
Thomas R. Schreiner on Article XI, “Justirule of all saving knowledge, faith, and
fication”; Gregg R. Allison on Article XIV,
obedience,” which was a central issue to
“The Church”; and Tom J. Nettles on Article
the Reformation. The Bible is essential
XVIII, “Liberty of Conscience.” With conto knowledge of and obedience to Christ,
fessional fidelity under attack from secular
Mohler writes. In concluding the chapter,
culture and even within some evangelical
Mohler hearkens back to John Broadus’
circles, this commentary is a vital tool
famous saying when he reminds the reader
for articulating and protecting the living

legacy of our Baptist identity.
In addition to the commentary, the
book also includes Mohler’s 1993 inaugural convocation address “Don’t Just
Do Something; Stand There,” in which he
announced his vision for recovering the
school’s confessional identity. The book’s
appendix features James P. Boyce’s “Three
Changes to Theological Institutions,” the
founder’s 1856 address explaining the need
for a document like the Abstract for the
seminary’s doctrinal preservation.
Copies of the book can be purchased
exclusively at Southern’s LifeWay Campus
Store. For phone orders, call (502) 897-4506.
(SBTS Press 2016, $16.99)

Leadership Mosaic: 5 Leadership
Principles for Ministry and
Everyday Life
Daniel Montgomery with
Jared Kennedy
Review by Craig S. Sanders

(Crossway 2016, $24.99)

Confessing the Faith: The Living
Legacy of Southern Seminary’s
Abstract of Principles
R. Albert Mohler Jr., editor
Review by S. Craig Sanders
hree decades ago, when R. Albert
Mohler Jr. enrolled as a student at
Southern Seminary, some of his
professors openly disagreed with the institution’s confession of faith. Written by Basil
Manly Jr. in 1858 as the document on which
Southern Seminary would be established, the
Abstract of Principles sets forth 20 articles
of faith that every professor is required to
affirm and teach. When Mohler assumed the
presidency in 1993, he set out to restore the
confessional integrity of Southern Seminary.

T

In Confessing the Faith: The Living Legacy
of Southern Seminary’s Abstract of Principles, 20 of the seminary’s faculty contribute
chapters defending and applying the truths
of each article of faith. The commentary
illustrates both the convictional foundation
of the seminary’s identity and the contemporary importance of affirming these doctrines.
Mohler writes in the introduction that the
book is evidence “the theological recovery
for which we had longed, prayed, and worked
has come to pass.”
“The Abstract of Principles was instrumental in the recovery of this seminary,”
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You should judge this book by its cover.
When I received my review copy of Leadership Mosaic, I marveled at artist Don
Clark’s illustrations depicting the five
leadership principles Sojourn Community Church pastors Daniel Montgomery
and Jared Kennedy write about in this
book. Fortunately, I was able to take my
eyes off it long enough to be awed by the
equally fascinating vision between the
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Confessing the faith
M O H L E R O N T H E I M P O R TA N C E O F S O U T H E R N ’ S A B S T R AC T O F P R I N C I P L E S
By S. Craig Sanders
EDITOR’S NOTE:

In what follows, Southern Seminary President R. Albert Mohler Jr. discusses the new SBTS Press title, Confessing the Faith: The Living
Legacy of Southern Seminary’s Abstract of Principles, with Towers editor S. Craig Sanders.

CS: The title of your introduction is
“Confessional Integrity: The Abstract
of Principles Then and Now.” What has
changed since then, and what hasn’t?
RAM: The world around us has changed in almost
every conceivable way, but what hasn’t changed is
the fact that the truths articulated in the Abstract
of Principles continue to be the truths upon which
this institution is premised. And the nature of Southern Seminary as a confessional institution, then lost
for decades, in this generation has been recovered.
While the world around us has moved in different
directions, it’s incredibly important that Southern
Seminary publicly, authentically, and gladly holds
to the convictions upon which the institution was
established over 150 years ago.

10
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CS: What is the importance of having and
revisiting our own confessional document?

our historically first theological formula of accountability, the Abstract of Principles.

RAM: The Abstract of Principles is not just our
own, it is specifically our own. And it long predated the Southern Baptist Convention having
any confession of faith. And it was approved and
has subsequently been approved many times over
by the Southern Baptist Convention as our confession of faith. It was part of the founding of the
institution which is what’s so crucial. It is a part
of the Fundamental Laws of the institution. It is
not merely a confession adopted by the seminary;
it’s the confession upon which the seminary was
established. Now we gladly affirm and require the
Baptist Faith and Message, and we will continue to
do so because this is The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, but we do that without sacrificing

CS: This project seems to fulfill the vision
you first set out 23 years ago in your
first convocation address, “Don’t Just
Do Something; Stand There.” What’s
it like to finally be at this point in your
presidency to have a book like this?
RAM: My hope in this book was to nail our own theses
to the door, so to speak. Especially as I begin my 24th
year, to enjoy the fact that we have now at Southern
Seminary and Boyce College a faculty who gladly teach
by this confession and would gladly write chapters in
order to defend all that it affirms. You know, we also
need from time to time some very basic reminders
of who we are in the same way that a Jewish family

November 2016
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gathers for the sacred dinner once a year and recites
the same words every year, in the same way that a local
congregation confesses the faith together and reads
the church covenant together. At times we need to
make certain we’re holding up our own confession of
faith and making clear that this is not just what we
believe, it’s who we are. We do that in convocation
when newly elected professors sign the Abstract of
Principles publicly, in full view of the seminary and of
the watching world, but this book is a way of making
clear for now and for future generations these are the
truths we hold and hold boldly.
CS: You write the first commentary
chapter on the Scriptures. For those
who don’t know our story, why is it so
significant to begin with the Scriptures?
RAM: The first thing we need to say is that it is necessary to begin with the Scriptures because otherwise
we have no idea of the authority whereby we would
be able to say anything else in terms of the other articles of the confession. The second thing is that’s one
of the most quintessentially Protestant patterns to
begin with Scripture because we are committed to
Scripture alone as the final authority. So it establishes
Southern Seminary as confessional, it establishes that
confession as based upon biblical authority, and it
establishes the authority and inspiration of Scripture
as the necessary place to start any theological conversation. It also makes very clear that the Conservative
Resurgence in the Southern Baptist Convention wasn’t
developing new doctrine but affirming what Southern
Baptists had believed from the beginning, and especially affirming the verbal inspiration of Scripture, as
well as its infallibility and inerrancy.
CS: What theological challenges and
threats to our confessional faith do you see
today and are most concerned about?
RAM: The whole commitment to confessionalism
is subverted in the larger society and has become
anathema to liberal denominations and churches.
When human conscience is elevated to the ultimate
authority, confessionalism necessarily dies. We’re
living in an age in which the supremacy of individual conscience and personal autonomy is taken for
granted by the society around us. So this is a profoundly countercultural act. It also reverses the logic
of liberal Protestantism and it affirms the fact that
we as an institution are not made up of students and
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“At times we need to make
certain we’re holding up
our own confession of faith
and making clear that this
is not just what we believe,
it’s who we are. ... this
book is a way of making
clear for now and for
future generations these
are the truths we hold and
hold boldly.”
faculty who happen to be at the same place at the
same time, but as those who are drawn by specific
truths that we believe are drawn from Scripture and
rightly believed by the church.
CS: What’s the importance of the subtitle
emphasizing “The Living Legacy of Southern
Seminary’s Abstract of Principles.”
RAM: This is not merely legacy, that was the whole
point of the project, it’s a living legacy. Because legacy
could mean that this like so many other institutions
looks back to the past and realizes, “That’s who we
once were, that’s what we once believed.” This is the
very contrary purpose in order to say, “Yes, that’s who
we once were, that’s what we once believed, that’s
who we are now, that’s what we believe now.”
CS: When you came to the seminary as a
student, the professors’ attitudes toward
the Abstract were very different. What
do you hope the students learn from the
professors today in regard to the Abstract?
RAM: I think it’s important to understand there
are very few new arguments. So the arguments that
were made by more liberal — or moderate professors
as they called themselves during many decades of
the 20th century — was that they had a right of private interpretation of the confession of faith. And
that wasn’t new. That goes back centuries in terms
of Christian theological conversation, and one of the

things I wanted to show is that the founders of the
seminary sought to preclude that argument from the
very beginning. They used that exact language to say
that’s not allowable. So I want students to know that
when faculty members sign the Abstract of Principles it’s not merely that they sign it as a symbolic act,
it’s not that they merely sign it saying they understand this is what the institution represents. It’s not
just that they agree to teach within these theological
boundaries. It’s that they confess this is the faith
they also believe and want to teach. I also wanted
to document what was actually going on and that’s
why in that chapter I make certain to document
how my experience as a student in the classroom
was typical of what those of my generation received.
I had Professor Dale Moody as a professor, and he
handed out his revisions of the Abstract of Principles in class. I hope that’s shocking to our students
today, and it ought to be. And that’s a part of why
such a reformation of the institution was necessary.
CS: What is it like to have this book
come out as we approach the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation?
RAM: That’s always in the background. Frankly, one
of the reasons I wanted to do this now is I think the
need for it is immediate, but also because I wanted
to reserve 2017 for direct attention to the Reformation itself. But the sequence is really important. We
would not be who we are and we would not have the
confession of faith we do had it not been for the Reformation of the 16th century. Five hundred years is
a massively important anniversary and getting the
story right is part of how we honor that anniversary.
CS: So we look at this project and how it
serves our mission and reminds students and
professors of our living legacy, but how can this
project serve the denomination as a whole?
RAM: Well it’s not an accident that The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is the mother
theological institution of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and as the Southern Baptist Convention faces the full onslaught of the modern age, it’s
going to be important for Southern Baptists to understand why confessionalism is so important and
why the Abstract of Principles plays such a major
role, in not only the life of this institution but in
the process of Southern Baptists coming to know
who they are and what they believe.
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appointment to discuss your degree plan or course selection
at academicadvising@sbts.edu or 502-897-4680.

Comic books
and the gospel
How Jesus answers our
longing for escape
By Chad Nuss

I was asked recently why I thought
so many people were into comic books and took part in
the growing cultural phenomenon surrounding them.
Ironically, this question came as I was traveling to a
mid-sized comic book convention held in Cincinnati
to promote a comic book I had just spent over a year
producing with hopes of meeting my favorite artists
and connecting with hundreds of other comic book
fans. To those on the outside of comic book culture,
investing billions of dollars to read, watch, and roleplay fantastical stories about super-powered people
in garish clothing seems bizarre. But to those on the
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inside — who collect comic books by the boxload, see
every comic book-related movie, dress up as their favorite superheroes, and attend the thousands of local and
national comic book conventions held each year — they
understand why comic book culture is so compelling.
My answer to the question is simple: people are
drawn to comic book culture because it offers a unique
way to take a break or “escape” from the pressures
of normal life. Unfortunately, this aspect of entertainment has a bad reputation, associated often
with immaturity and negligence. But this assumption is superficial. Instead, we need to be careful to

distinguish between a desire to escape and escapism.
The latter is destructive and symptomatic of deeper
issues, and should be avoided. The former, however,
leads to spiritual vitality, emotional health, and is
apologetically invaluable. Casual treatment of escape
results in missing important gospel opportunities.
Escape vs. escapism
All of us enjoy taking a break from our responsibilities in life by engaging in hobbies, listening to music,
watching television, cooking meals, learning a new
skill, reading, or any number of other activities. But
is this all that is going on? Trying to “escape” or take
a break from our daily lives hints at something profound. All of us go through seasons in which our jobs,
marriages, or singleness make us unhappy or we find
ourselves in a painful season of life. The motives do
not need to spring from a singular source or even be
pure, but a common denominator unites every experience of escape: this world is not as it should be.
Therefore, trying to escape for a few minutes from
our responsibilities can be an expression of hope,
a longing for a better world, a grasping for eternal
realities. In other words, when we take a break from
life by escaping into another imaginary world, we are
saying, “This is how I wish the real world would be.”
On the other hand, escapism can be detrimental.
Like anything else, escape has the potential to become
idolatrous when it becomes a self-help strategy to
avoid the basic responsibilities and interpersonal
relationships expected of adulthood. Escapism is an
abuse of escape that becomes inward-focused, antisocial, and self-serving. But it’s these characteristics
critics often assume define all expressions of escape.
Gospel mission, however, requires us to distinguish
between healthy, redemptive forms of escape and
unhealthy, self-absorbed counterfeits.
The problem in our Christian subculture is we
have created a hierarchy of acceptable forms of
escape that ignores the distinction described above.
Instead, this hierarchy has been chosen somewhat
randomly or by majority consensus. We learn about
this hierarchy and where we fit in it subtly, usually
through repetitive comments and illustrations made
in sermons or mentioned in conversations between
Christians. For example, when a group of pastors
plays golf or goes fishing it’s called fellowship, but
when a single 40-year-old man plays video games
or joins a role-playing group it’s called extended
adolescence. The problem here is a simplistic, mistaken view of escape that confuses it with escapism.
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What we miss is that the golf-playing pastors and the
40-year-old gamer are doing exactly the same thing.
The golf-playing pastors may be enjoying the beauty of
the manicured lawns, the wind-swept clouds and blue
sky, and the serene moments away from the stresses
of pastoral ministry in the same way the 40-year-old
gamer may be enjoying the complexity of a virtual quest,
real-time puzzles, and the satisfaction of interacting
with players all over the world while taking a break
from the intensity of his medical career. The question
remains if it’s the redemptive or detrimental kind, not
whether it’s acceptable in our Christian subculture.
Escape and redemption
The longing for escape is rooted deeply in our
humanity. As soon as Adam and Eve were cast out
of the Garden at the end of Genesis 3, two inescapable realities entered the human experience:
suffering and longing. These realities can be traced
throughout the biblical narrative right into our personal lives. The thorns, thistles, sweat, and dust
announced at the curse of man in Genesis 3:14-19
carries forward to Job’s suffering, the enslavement
of the Hebrew nation in Exodus, the exile of Israel
throughout the book of Kings, the suffering of Jesus
in the Gospels, the persecution and martyrdom of
early Christians and into history, and the continuing human experience of disease, frustration, and
death. Ever since the angelic guards were placed
at the entrance of the Garden in Genesis 3:22-24,
humans have been longing for what was lost in Eden.
This longing appears again when the people of
Israel anticipate entering the promised land at the
end of Deuteronomy, celebrate at the construction
of the Temple in the books of Kings and Chronicles,
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look forward to Isaiah’s prophecy of the coming of the
Branch of David, wait with Abraham in Hebrews 11:10
for the city built by God, and when we continually
cry out for the return of Jesus with the Thessalonian
believers. Escape is our attempt to find relief and satisfaction from suffering and longing. This attempt,
however, is only a fleeting, momentary experience.
The true rest we are looking for is not found until
the eschaton. Because our attempts to escape only
offer temporary relief, it can lead to disappointment
and the notion that longer engagement with it can
finally provide the relief we are looking for, like some
kind of emotional narcotic. On the other hand, this

dissatisfaction can awaken us to our metaphysical
and spiritual needs that extend beyond this life.
The former experience leads to the destructive
introversion known as escapism, whereas the
latter can provoke us to philosophical and spiritual inquiry. The gospel is the necessary answer
because the person sinking into deeper isolation
and the person interested in metaphysical questions
come up short in finding sufficient answers on their
own. People have a common need to find relief from
suffering and longing that only the life, death, resurrection, and return of Christ can address.
Few people would say that when they buy a comic
book or put on a superhero costume they are expressing a developed worldview or philosophical system.
Instead, most people buy comic books or invest in
cosplay because it’s entertaining and admittedly
serves as an enjoyable way to take a temporary
break from real life. This is where the apologetic
opportunity presents itself. How we engage with
entertainment reveals the reasons we think the
world falls short and what the solution is to this
problem. The easy way out simply is to say the person
posting Captain America pictures on their Facebook
newsfeed is immature, simplistic, and socially awkward; or the girl dressing up like Wonder Woman
at a comic book convention has a skewed feminist
agenda; or the Batman fanatic with an encyclopedic
memory of the entire comic book canon has too much
time on their hands. Instead, we must realize what
these stories represent for so many people: securing
justice, offering redemption, defending truth, ushering in a better world — the very things Christians
hope for in the person and work of Jesus.
Certainly no one is desperate for Superman to save
the world in the same way Christians cry out “Come,
Lord Jesus” when they face personal and historical
atrocities, but the Superman story originates from the
same inherent awareness of injustice and longing for
redemption every person experiences despite differing
spiritual or philosophical commitments. Unfortunately,
superheroes cannot bear the weight of our real life suffering and longing; only a divine Savior can. Comic book
escape reminds us Jesus is not only the true and better
Adam, Noah, Moses, and David; he also is the true and
better Superman, Batman, Spider-Man, and Thor.
Chad Nuss is a Ph.D. candidate in the Billy Graham
School of Missions, Evangelism and Ministry and the
creator of The Silence comics. More information about
his work is available at thesilencecomics.com.
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Marvelous Metanarratives
By Timothy Paul Jones
“Comics are the new Bible,” film critic
Anne Billson recently declared, “and devotees never tire
of seeing their idols save the world.” Her elevation of
comic books to canonical status is certainly overstated,
but she may be quite correct in suggesting that part of the
current appeal of comics is their openness to the supernatural. In an increasingly secularized culture, comic books
splash unabashed glimpses of supernatural sacrifice and
world-saving wonder across silver screens and wood-pulp
panels. Superman and Thor descend from the heavens
with superhuman powers, while heroes such as Captain
America and Iron Man gain their strengths through feats
of science and technology that stand beyond humanity’s
current capacities. What’s more, the lives of these superheroes are entwined within multilayered metanarratives
that thread together conflicts from dozens of storylines
and that typically turn out to be as vast as the cosmos itself.

Throughout the past century, comic books and their
cinematic counterparts have produced a stream of supernatural metanarratives with heroes that are continually
called upon to save the world — and, right now, people
are buying these tales by the millions. Last year, an estimated 98 million comic books were purchased in North
America alone. Despite less-than-stellar reviews from
critics, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice enjoyed the
fourth-largest worldwide cinematic opening of all time,
and the Marvel Cinematic Universe films have attracted
nearly $8 billion of revenue with no signs of slowing down.
Remnants and Residue
But how should Christians engage with comic books
and superhero films? For many Christians, the temptation seems to be to engage in what I would identify as
a “thin reading” of these cultural artifacts, hunting for

surface-level connections between the Bible and our
favorite superhero tales. Pastors who become caught
up in such thin readings may construct entire sermon
series out of the latest films or feel compelled to drop
references to movies into their messages, all to achieve a
perceived sense of relevance. This is not cultural engagement, however; in most instances, it’s closer to uncritical
cultural appropriation. Full-fledged Christian engagement with the culture digs deeper than surface-level
links and wrestles with the conflicting worldviews that
undergird these artistic artifacts.
In Art and the Bible, Francis Schaeffer distinguished
between four types of artists, and his typology is helpful for guiding our engagement with comic books and
superhero films. The first type of artist that Schaeffer
described was the Christian who creates art from a
Christian worldview, the second was a non-Christian
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who creates from a non-Christian worldview, and the
third was a non-Christian who creates from the remnants and residue of a Christian worldview. Schaeffer’s
fourth type was the Christian who does not grasp the
comprehensive coherence of the Christian worldview
and, as a result, creates art within a conflicted and contradictory worldview.
When it comes to engaging with comic books and
superhero films, most of what we see comes from
Schaeffer’s third type of artist, the non-Christian whose
creations are populated with the remnants and residue
of a biblical worldview. This may be, in part, because the
creators of Superman and many other early superheroes
were Jewish, and Old Testament themes were woven into
the earliest stages of comic-book narratives. Whatever
the reason, nearly every comic-book hero is part of an
overarching metanarrative that requires supernatural
sacrifice to save the world.
Splintered Fragments
Whatever works in these superpowered metanarratives
works precisely because the artist has borrowed remnants from the comprehensive coherence of a biblical
worldview. The unbeliever sees these world-saving
wonders and may experience a passing sense of awe or
appreciation. And yet, any goodness or truth that the
unbeliever glimpses becomes, in the words of John
Calvin, like “a flash of lightning that enables a bewildered traveler to see far and wide for an instant, but then
the light vanishes ... before the traveler can take a single
step in the right direction.”
The believer, however, is able to draw out the remnants
and residue of the Christian worldview beneath the surface of these stories. Humanity’s finest artistic moments
always turn out to be reworkings of God’s greater metanarrative. They are signposts that have been borrowed and
reshaped from our Creator’s storyline to elicit within us a
longing for a narrative that’s greater than ourselves. This
is no less true of comic books than it is of other expressions
of narrative or art.”We have come from God,” J.R.R. Tolkien once pointed out, “so inevitably the myths woven by us,
though they contain error, reflect a splintered fragment of
the true light, the eternal truth that is with God.”
If we fail to see that these myths are meant to point
us to something greater, they will always — in the words
of C.S. Lewis — “betray us. … For they are not the thing
itself; they are the scent of a flower we have not found,
the echo of a tune we have never heard.” The narratives
we see in the best of comic books and superhero films are
passing hints that ought to point the believer’s attention
to God’s more marvelous metanarrative.
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Heroes of the ‘Hardshells’
THE OTHER 1980S COMIC ABOUT TURTLES
By Adam Winters
wo years before the comic book debut of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, illustrative adventures
about a band of anthropomorphic terrapins first
graced the pages of Towers. The comic was titled “Hardshells,” a creation of then-M.Div. student Tom Williams. A
1979 graduate of Samford University, Williams had honed
his artistic talents for over a decade prior to his seminary
enrollment. Before pursuing a ministerial vocation, Williams considered a career as a commercial wildlife artist,
but he continued his cartooning as a hobby, stating, “When
I’m doing it, I can relax. … It helps me keep a good attitude
toward life and helps me keep a sense of humor.”
His affinity for turtles was deeply personal. While working at a summer camp, he rescued box turtles from roads
so they could be adopted by campers. During his service
in the Air Force, Williams included turtle cartoons in his
family correspondence, using his characters to convey his
own deeds and feelings in a creative way.
“Hardshells” became the seminary newspaper’s immediate replacement for Joseph Williamson’s endearing
“Jericho Joe” comic, which ended its run in 1981. Williams’
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“Hardshells” ran from January 31, 1982, until his graduation in May 1983. The comic reimagined the Southern
Seminary community as studious turtles, with characterization focused upon Waldorf, an incoming student from
Piney Woods, and Dr. Theophilus, a seasoned seminary
professor whose personality quirks and high expectations
kept students scrambling. The series maintained a light
tone throughout its run, as Williams hoped the comics
would “help us learn to laugh with each other and to laugh
at ourselves.”
Topics included local church ministry, family humor,
missionary calling, academic demands, book hoarding,
faculty availability, campus maintenance and pest control,
and the ever-elusive quest for a good reading spot. Produced
during the early years of the Southern Baptist Convention’s
Conservative Resurgence, “Hardshells” acknowledged the
denominational politics and administrative changes at the
seminary with humorous punchlines that stopped short of
endorsing partisanship. Likely echoing the impressions of
many seminary students of the era, the penultimate strip
featured Waldorf observing, “I realize that I stereotype

much too often, but we have all kinds here: Fundamentalists, Liberals, Moderates, and all the rest of us who are
just plain confused.”
The series did not include many science-fiction elements
like radioactive mutagen ooze, but familiar seminary personalities received turtley-transformations, including
President Roy Honeycutt and librarian Ronald Deering.
Even E.T. made an unofficial cameo, which was surely a
hit with seminary students still marveling over Steven
Spielberg’s 1982 summer blockbuster. Like its predecessor
Jericho Joe, “Hardshells” provided a whimsical perspective on seminary life, while offering gentle encouragement
for students to persevere through their multifaceted life
challenges. Williams’ benevolent turtles may have helped
many stressed students come out of their shells.
1
Trennis Henderson, “’Turtle’ Williams tells how it all got
started,” Towers, January 31, 1982.
2

Ibid.

3

Tom Williams, “Hardshells,” Towers, May 2, 1983.
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Missional apologetics
MARK COPPENGER’S JOURNEY FROM THE MILITARY TO THE MISSION FIELD
By Eric Harrough
e’s had a wide range of interesting and instructive experiences, from playing trumpet in the
same band as former President Bill Clinton
(Arkansas All-State) to getting bitten on the lip by a rat
in a four-dollar hotel while on a mission trip in Africa. But
seasoned evangelist and pastor Mark T. Coppenger says
he learned some of his most valuable ministry lessons
from his time in the Army.
“One of the things you learn in the military is how to
die,” said Coppenger, who served in the Army reserves
for 28 years, beginning during the Vietnam War. “In the
military, you’re learning how to put yourself in harm’s way,
and you’re also learning not to insist on comfort. You’re
sleeping on the ground in the rain and people are yelling at
you and you’ll need to be ready to go in a moment’s notice
to go to dangerous place. That’s right from the book of Acts.
When Paul was asked to help in Macedonia, he didn’t say,
‘Well do you have a dental plan?’”
Across five decades, Coppenger held a variety of church
and denominational staff positions. But, of course, first he
needed to be saved. On a drive to Detroit with his family,
Coppenger recalls thinking, “If we were to get hit by a
truck, we would all go to heaven on the ‘family plan.’”
Through a series of convicting sermons in his parents’
church, Coppenger began to understand the true nature
of personal belief. One Sunday, his mother explained the
gospel to him, a message Coppenger recalls being “nuclear”
in his 7-year-old heart, not only for the shock of spiritual recognition, but also for the earnestness with which
his mother presented it. Later that day, when his father
returned from supply preaching and further explained
the gospel, Coppenger accepted Jesus as his Savior, experiencing what he called “glorious relief.”
After joining the military and graduating from college, Coppenger began his Ph.D. studies in philosophy at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee, before he
was called into training as an infantry officer at Fort Benning. Expecting to be sent to Vietnam, when Coppenger
arrived at Fort Benning, they offered him a longer stay in
the reserves instead. Coppenger took it knowing that a
longer stay in the reserves would allow him to continue
his studies at Vanderbilt.

H

towers.sbts.edu

November 2016

“When sleeping on the ground in the rain got old, I would
go back to Vanderbilt and talk about Kant and Kierkegaard,” he said.
After finishing his Ph.D., teaching a year at Vanderbilt, and
then serving five years on the faculty at Wheaton College,
Coppenger said he felt called to the pastorate.
“Sometimes you’ll have a student who says, ‘I want to go
get a doctorate and teach; then if that doesn’t work out I’ll
preach,’ as if it was a fallback. I’m just the opposite; I was a
teacher at Vanderbilt for seven years and then I felt called to
go to the pastorate. I didn’t see that as things not working out.”
Coppenger and his wife sold their home and moved to
attend Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas. Coppenger, despite having been educated
at Vanderbilt, never had studied theology at an academic
level and describes the experience as “drinking out of a
firehose.” After graduating and serving in denominational
leadership, Coppenger was elected in 1995 as Midwestern

Seminary’s third president. It was after his presidency that
Coppenger became an adjunct in 2002 at The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary and he later became a full
professor of Christian apologetics.
Throughout his extensive career Coppenger has gained
many interesting stories. Francis Schaeffer attended Coppenger’s Wheaton bioethics class while he was on campus
delivering lectures. Coppenger describes Schaeffer coming
to Wheaton as “a holy man interacting with Kant and
Kierkegaard.” Coppenger also recalls a letter Bill Clinton
wrote him from Oxford, a letter he later sold for $850.
“A lot of what I do is cultural apologetics,” said Coppenger, “For instance I was in Russia and was asked to
speak in community centers and people would ask me
about the problem of evil and I might point to a statue of
Tolstoy and say something like , ’You have great writers
here but let me tell you about the author of the universe,’
and you can spin things that way.”
While pastoring and teaching, Coppenger has been
able to dedicate his time to the mission field. Coppenger
has led numerous teams from his churches, Midwestern,
and Southern overseas. As a missionary, he has gone to
Romania, Brazil, China, Russia, Egypt, Sudan, Belgium,
as well as on domestic trips to cities like Detroit, Michigan.
Coppenger said his love for world missions started when
his grandfather sent him and his family on a trip around
the world in 1996. Growing up, Coppenger would also
travel with his father in the Navy Reserve, where they
would visit churches and missionaries in pioneer areas
and learn about their work.
Despite his love for work abroad, Coppenger says that he
especially enjoys door-to-door evangelism in America. In
1989 Coppenger and his wife went to Las Vegas with the
Southern Baptist Convention. While in Las Vegas volunteers from the Southern Baptist Convention knocked on
over 120,000 doors and witnessed 2,000 confessions of faith.
With a background in both philosophy and theology,
Coppenger has found his niche in missional apologetics.
He views apologetics as a Swiss Army knife with many
different tools in it. “That’s not fancy apologetics; that’s
just pure gospel evangelism, for which you tailor your
message, as Paul did on Mars Hill.”
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Preview Days
THE BOYCE COLLEGE PREVIEW DAY ON OCT. 21

set a

new record with 142 prospective students and a total
attendance of 276. The Southern Preview Day held on
Oct. 14 brought out 113 prospective students with a
total of 163 in attendance. Both Southern and Boyce
prospective students toured the campus, sat in on
classes, and had a reception at the Mohlers’ home.

24

towers

November 2016

towers.sbts.edu

COMMUNITY

towers.sbts.edu

November 2016

towers

25

COMMUNITY
N OV E M B E R

November 2016
SEMINARY CLINIC HOURS

Staff, students, and their immediate
family members are provided a health
maintenance program through the clinic,
located on the second floor of the campus
center, Honeycutt 213.
Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
More information and price listings
are found on the clinic website,
sbts.edu/clinic.
MORNING CHILDCARE

Parents can drop off their children at the
Health and Rec Center (second floor of
Honeycutt) for morning childcare up to three
days per week, 9 a.m. – noon, per federal law.
The cost is $10 per child, ages 6 weeks – 10
years. Childcare will be closed Nov. 23-25.

05
SATU R DAY

Equip
8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Doxology & Theology
Conference>

07
M O N DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

08
TU E S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Chapel — Kevin L. Smith
Alumni Chapel | 10 a.m.
Election Day

HOURS FOR THE ATTIC

Due to the renovation of Fuller Hall, The
Attic will be closing on Friday, Nov. 11. It
will reopen with a new and improved space
down the hallway in early Sept. 2017. Watch
for news of a grand reopening. Christmas
items will be available for shoppers in late
October. The Attic regrets that it will be
unable to accept donations from Nov. 4 to
mid-August 2017.
SBTS LIST

SBTS Student Life, Campus Technology,
and Communications are excited to bring
you SBTS List, which allows students
and student spouses within the seminary
community to market items and services
in a safe environment. Think Craigslist, but
exclusive to the SBTS community. You must
have either a student or faculty/staff email
address or be the spouse of a student in order
to create a profile and buy/sell items on SBTS
List. Register at sbtslist.com.

09
WE D N E S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Prayer for the President
Broadus Chapel | Noon – 1 p.m.

10

14
M O N DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

15

23
WE D N E S DAY

24
TH U R S DAY

Thanksgiving Day

TU E S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

25
F R I DAY

16
WE D N E S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

17
TH U R S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
ALL Last Day of Classes

18
F R I DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Church Planting 101
Library Basement | Noon
<ALL Final Exams

28
M O N DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Boyce Winter Term Begins

29
TU E S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

30
WE D N E S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

TH U R S DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Chapel — Adam W. Greenway
Alumni Chapel | 10 a.m.

11
F R I DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Veterans Day
Global Connections
Library Basement | Noon
Night of Valor

19
SATU R DAY

<ALL Final Exams>

21
M O N DAY

Morning Childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
<ALL Final Exams>

22
TU E S DAY

12
SATU R DAY

Bella Ballet fall recital
Alumni Chapel | 3 p.m. & 5 p.m.

26
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Great Commission Race
By Eric Harrough
MORE THAN 200 RUNNERS participated in the Oct. 15 Great
Commission Race, sponsored by the Bevin Center for Missions
Mobilization. The race to raise funds for student mission trips
had 177 runners in attendance with 37 children who ran the
Mighty Titans obstacle course. The male winner was Aaron
Smith with a time of 19:31 and the female winner was Savannah
Cagle with a time of 21:54.

ALUMNI LUNCH
at the Kentucky
Baptist Convention
Tuesday, Nov. 15
Grace Fellowship Church,
Florence, Kentucky
Tickets: $15
Guest Speaker: Adam W. Greenway,
dean of the Billy Graham School of
Missions, Evangelism and Ministry
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Questions
with

DAVID RADFORD
of the Christian folk band,
Gray Havens

1

2

3

Are there authors or artists who
have influenced the style you and
your wife have developed?

The Grey Havens in the Lord of the
Rings was the seaport where the
characters moved on to their eschatological home, so the title evokes
feelings of nostalgia and longing.
How do your name and your style of
music relate to each other?

What’s your favorite Lord of the
Rings movie and book?

expositing Scripture and lectures taught me what to say, and
stories — like The Lord of the Rings and The
Chronicles of Narnia — taught me how to say
it. So, there’s content, but you have to say
the content in a way that’s hearable. A backdoor way to the heart is narrative. We fell in
love with these stories and that informs the
way we write — storytelling songwriters
like Paul Simon, James Taylor, Cat Stevens.
LISTENING TO SERMONS

WE JUMPED IN AT THE RIGHT MOMENT,

because all this pop-folk stuff started happening, and we have in the past called our
genre narrative pop-folk. The best songs
and stories and movies are transportive.
I’m a very critical and analytical person,
and I feel like the song is “winning” when
it’s not filtering through the analytical. I’ve
just been transported and I’m living in this
place now. That’s what we’re trying to do
with each of our songs.

THE BEST MOVIE IS THE TWO TOWERS. It’s

perfect. I love The Return of the King as a
book, and I think it has something to do
with the tension. The longing to accomplish the mission is just so high at that point,
and everybody is at the end of their rope,
beaten up, and hopeless. They’re tested
under those circumstances and yet good
triumphs over evil.

