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FEATURED summer Classes
#27077
Issues in Biblical and
Systematic Theology
Stephen J. Wellum
May 28-31
#33200CT
Missions in North
America (Send North
America Conference)
Aaron Harvie
July 29-30
#43700
Theology and Practice
of Parenting
Randy Stinson and
Jimmy Scroggins
May 13-17

#27177
Studies in Theology:
The Gospel and
Homosexuality
R. Albert Mohler Jr.
June 6-7
#42110
Leadership and
Church Planting
Dan Dumas
May 20-24
#20277
Studies in OT:
Deuteronomy
Daniel Block
July 22-26

The seminary will offer at least one section
of virtually every online course available.

For a complete
list of course offerings, visit:
www.sbts.edu/summer

Our mission is
to use our time,
resources and
talents to tell the
Southern story in
an accurate, timely
and creative
manner to the
glory of God.
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Baptists do work

Baptist Theological Seminary publishes 10 issues

A team of faculty members from Southern Seminary answer the question, “Should pastors earn
Ph.D. degrees?
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Ph.D.s in the pulpit

The Office of Communications of The Southern

Craig Sanders

From the editor:
When many students
finish their seminary
degrees, they consider
further study. For those
who want to teach at a
seminary, the doctor of
philosophy degree is their
necessary next step. Others consider the degree
as further preparation
for full-time pastoral
ministry. But whether or
not a pastor should earn
a Ph.D. is not as clear
as for a future professor. So to help readers
think through this issue,
members of Southern
Seminary’s faculty answer
questions about pastors
and the Ph.D. degree.
Also, the father of
Southern Seminary president R. Albert Mohler
Jr. recently died in the
family’s home state of
Florida. “Towers” includes
an article about the life
and influence of Richard
“Dick” Mohler Sr.
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Boyce College professor Chad Owen Brand talks
about his new book, Flourishing Faith: A Baptist
Primer on Work, Economics, and Civic Stewardship.
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Richard "Dick" Mohler Sr. was a model of faithful service in the local church, and affirmed that "precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints."

Southern Seminary will offer a wide variety of
elective courses this summer, including all available online options.

Scholarship on the shelves
The April History Highlight column surveys some
of the dissertations by Southern Seminary faculty
members who also taught at the school.
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Newslog
Guthrie describes boldness of new
covenant ministry in Gheens Lectures

First annual 9Marks conference
promotes expositional preaching

| By Craig Sanders |

| By Craig Sanders |

Paul provides a theological defense of his pastoral ministry in 2 Corinthians that is
applicable for ministers today, according to George H. Guthrie, who delivered Southern
Seminary’s Gheens Lectures, Feb. 19-20, 2013.
Guthrie, Benjamin W. Perry Professor of Bible at Union University, Jackson, Tenn.,
delivered a series of lectures titled “With Christ in the Crucible: Authentic Ministry
According to 2 Corinthians.”
Guthrie examined common assumptions regarding Paul’s employment of cultural and
Old Testament references and their meaning for “new covenant ministry.” He addressed
arguably the most debated passage in Paul’s letter, 2 Cor 2:14-16, in his lecture “The
Fragrance of a Gospel-Centered Ministry.” Contrary to popular opinion, Guthrie asserted
that Paul does not describe himself as a prisoner of Christ in that passage, but rather an
incense bearer in a victorious procession.
In his second lecture, “The Confidence of a Truly Competent Ministry,” Guthrie extracted
practical observations from 2 Cor 2:17-3:6 about new covenant ministry. In this passage,
Paul commends himself to the Corinthians and dismisses any need for them to reevaluate
the validity of his ministry.
Guthrie addressed the “celebrity pastor” phenomenon in his third and final lecture,
“The Glory of a Spirit-Empowered Ministry,” which examined 2 Cor 3:7-18. Guthrie focused
specifically on “the greater glory of new covenant ministry” in contrast with the repeated
veilings of Moses’ face in Exodus 34.
Audio and video of the Gheens Lectures are available at Southern Seminary’s website,
www.sbts.edu/resources

The task of expositional preaching is fundamental to pastoral ministry and integral to
the health of the church, said a group of pastors at the first annual 9Marks Conference
at Southern Seminary, March 1-2, 2013.
Mark Dever, president of 9Marks and senior pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in
Washington, D.C., led the weekend conference that also featured R. Albert Mohler Jr.,
president of Southern Seminary; K. Edward Copeland, pastor of New Zion Missionary
Baptist Church in Rockford, Ill.; Mike Bullmore, senior pastor of CrossWay Community
Church in Bristol, Wis.; David Helm, lead pastor for the Hyde Park congregation of Holy
Trinity Church in Chicago, Ill.; and Ryan Fullerton, lead pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church
in Louisville, Ky.
Dever preached from John 12:37-50, telling conference attendees that fulfilling the duty
of expositional preaching may not always yield positive results — in fact, he suggested,
it may harden the hearts of listeners.
“Acceptance or rejection of Jesus’ words is equal to acceptance or rejection of Jesus’
person,” Dever said. “You cannot know the real God apart from the Word of God.”
Bullmore, who taught preaching at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School for 15 years,
lectured on the importance of biblical preaching saying, “Preaching God’s Word is your
fundamental task in pastoral ministry.”
Bullmore defined biblical preaching at the outset of the lecture as “that which both the content and intent of the sermon is controlled by the content and intent of a particular passage.”
“Biblical preaching is the primary means by which God’s Word is brought to man.
Audio and video of the conference is available at sbts.edu/resources

Renown youth conference celebrates
importance of resurrection
| By Craig Sanders |
No event is more important to the Christian faith and life than the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, said several pastors at Southern Seminary’s Renown youth conference, March
15-16, 2013.
The annual youth conference seeks to communicate biblical truth to middle and high
school-aged students. This year’s conference featured speakers R. Albert Mohler Jr.,
president of Southern Seminary; Dan DeWitt, dean of Boyce College; Jimmy Scroggins,
senior pastor of First Baptist Church West Palm Beach, Fla.; and Greg Gilbert, senior
pastor of Third Avenue Baptist Church in Louisville, Ky.
“You are God’s creation. He made you, he loves you, he sent his Son for you and God
always wants you back,” Scroggins said, preaching on the parable of the prodigal son
in Luke 15.
“And that’s because of the power of the cross of Christ, motivated by the love of God,
demonstrated by his resurrection from the dead — all for his glory and his renown.”
Southern Seminary’s Norton Hall Band led worship at the weekend event and gospel
rapper Shai Linne performed a concert after the first day of sessions.
Audio and video of the Renown conference is available online at sbts.edu/resources
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Student leadership teams
visit rocky top
| By SBTS Communications |
Southern Seminary held its first leadership conference
for the seminary’s student leadership team, March 15-16.
The student leadership team consists of student council
members and interns in the seminary's Office of Enrollment Management.
The event started on Southern’s campus with a leadership lecture from Randy Stinson, who is the dean of the
School of Church Ministries at the school. The group then
drove to Nashville, Tenn., where students met with Mark
Coppenger, the director of Southern Seminary’s Nashville
campus. Coppenger facilitated the entire weekend by
planning and leading the students through programming.
The group met with LifeWay president Thom Rainer, who
talked to the group about LifeWay’s work and leadership.
The group participated in a session with Frank Page, the
president and chief executive officer of the executive
committee of the Southern Baptist Convention, about
the Cooperative Program and leadership.
The second day, the group viewed a panel discussion
about marriage in ministry with Micah and Meredith
Carter, Mark and Sharon Coppenger and Phillip and Cami
Bethancourt. The group then toured the campus of Vanderbilt University in Nashville, where Coppenger talked about
religious liberty. Afterward they attended the Grand Ole
Opry to hear gospel songs performed by Ricky Skaggs,
Keith and Kristyn Getty and Charlie Daniels.
Information about student leadership, including future
leadership conferences, is available through the Office of
Student Life. Those interested can email Grant Castleberry
at gcastleberry@sbts.edu

SWI Seminar Saturday prepares,
encourages ministers' wives
| By RuthAnne Irvin |
Marriage is a ministry, according to a group of ministers’ wives. On March
9, Seminary Wives Institute (SWI) hosted its annual Seminar Saturday
event to encourage and prepare further women in ministry.
SWI, which began in 1997, gathers wives of Southern Seminary students
to study various topics, ranging from evangelism and prayer to Baptist
beliefs and mentoring.
For the 2013 Seminar Saturday, 160 women chose from 11 session
options hosted by speakers such as Aaron and Allison Harvie, Steve and
Candice Watters, Garnetta Smith, Tom and Diane Schreiner and others.
The Watterses, founders of Focus on the Family’s Webzine, Boundless,
led a session titled “Parenting as Discipleship.” The talk focused on the
parent’s job to disciple through instruction and example, with the heart
as the starting point and Christ’s glory as the goal.
“Your primary job as parents is to prepare your children for judgment
day,” they said.
Smith, an academic counselor for Southern’s undergraduate school, Boyce College, and wife of former dean of students,
Lawrence Smith, presented a talk titled “Teaching the Word: Preparing to Teach and Lead Bible Study.” The session stressed
the value of the Bible, the value of “self-feeding,” the value of inductive study and Scripture memorization.
The Schreiners led the session, “Trusting God in Suffering.” The couple spoke to the women about truths that have helped
them during this season of suffering after Diane Schreiner’s recent bicycle accident. Three aspects of faithfulness the Schreiners stressed are (1) immersion in the love of God, (2) rootedness in the sovereignty of God and (3) trust in God’s promises.
“You must know your Bible before these things happen. One thing that sustained us was that God loves us. God’s plans
and purposes will prevail, and nothing is random to God,” Tom Schreiner said.
The next Seminar Saturday will take place March 8, 2014. More information about SWI or women’s events at Southern
is available at www.sbts.edu/women

Southern Seminary will host a new worship conference,
June 17-19, 2013
| By SBTS Communications
Leading churches in corporate worship is no small task.
Church leaders must think seriously about every aspect
of worship because people’s views of God is at stake in
every worship service.
To equip pastors and worship leaders for this ministry,
Southern Seminary will host the Think: Worship conference,
June 17-19, 2013.
Speakers for the event include, Matt Boswell, pastor
of ministries and worship at Providence Church; Michael
Card, songwriter and author; Mike Cosper, pastor of worship and arts at Sojourn Community Church; Mike Harland,
director of LifeWay Worship; Bob Kauflin, director of
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Sovereign Grace Music; and Donald S. Whitney, senior
associate dean and professor of biblical spirituality at
Southern Seminary.
Harold Best, emeritus dean and professor of music at
Wheaton College Conservatory of Music, will make a special
appearance at Think: Worship. And Southern Seminary’s
Norton Hall Band and Sojourn Music of Sojourn Community Church in Louisville will lead corporate worship times
during the conference.
Conference rates for early registration, which ends April
30, range from $200 to $250. Rates increase to $300 on
May 1, and registration closes on June 10. Registration is
available at the Southern Seminary Office of Event Productions Web page: www.sbts.edu/events
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Literature
M

Flourishing Faith: A Baptist
Primer on Work, Economics,
and Civic Stewardship
(Christian's Library 2013, $10),
Gregg R. Allison
Review by
Aaron Cline Hanbury

any people commonly assume
that the world of work, business and politics and the world of
faith do not intersect. Politics, they
might say, belongs in public life, public
discussion and discourse. Faith, on the
other hand, is a private matter, something left out of business and day-today life. Something for Sundays.
However, what a person believes
dramatically shapes his or her view of
both the weekend and the weekday.
And a new book by Chad Brand lays
out the Baptist perspective of work
and of political economy, the relationship between politics and economics.
Brand is associate dean of Southern Seminary's Boyce College. In his
book, Flourishing Faith: A Baptist
Primer on Work, Economics, and
Civic Stewardship, Brand examines
what he considers the “five key
issues related to political economy”:

N

C. S. Lewis - A Life: Eccentric
Genius, Reluctant Prophet
(Tyndale 2013, $24.99),
Alister McGrath
Review by
Craig Sanders
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early all professing Christians,
regardless of stripe, view
Christian author and apologist
C.S. Lewis with high esteem as an
authority on faith-related matters.
This is what makes Alister
McGrath’s refreshing new biography, C. S. Lewis - A Life, so intriguing,
that not only has it been published
50 years after Lewis’s death but it
also arrives just as Lewis reaches a
new peak in his relevancy.
McGrath’s biography will certainly, and rightfully so, top bestsellers’ lists, but it should perhaps
also occupy a preeminent spot
among academic biographies on
any subject.
This deserved distinction is due
to the fact that McGrath is the first
Lewis biographer to study chronologically the recently released collection of Lewis’s letters alongside
his published works. McGrath’s
exhaustive research yields mag-

work, wealth, government, government taxation and implications
and how governmental philosophy
relates to economic structure.
First, Brand contends that the
Bible presents work positively.
“The Scriptures elevate human
labor of all kinds to a laudable, fulfilling, and God-honoring calling,” he
writes. “The Reformers and Puritans
in keeping with Scripture made it clear
that all people have a calling and that
all believers are priests unto the Lord.”
Considering wealth, Brand says
that in a fallen world, Christians
must live “disciplined and circumspect lives to ensure that they are
using the wealth God has given to
them in ways that honor him.”
Then, on the issue of government,
the Baptist doctrine of sin makes limited government the “biblical ideal,”
according to Flourishing Faith.

“The Scripture teaches that God
is the one to whom we owe ultimate
allegiance, but that selfsame God has
also instituted governments to keep
order in the world,” writes Brand.
“All of those governments are fallen,
since we live in a fallen world, and
those states might well stand for
injustice rather than justice.”
Brand also argues that heavy taxation by governments “solves nothing.” Brand asserts this based on his
survey of the history of governments’
use of “other people’s money.”
He concludes: “Governments
that confiscate from one class of
society for their own purposes only
create moral and fiscal problems.”
Finally, then, Brand writes that
political systems exert intrinsic
influence on economic systems.
He analyzes this influence by
looking at the “three major com-

peting” economic systems in history: free-markets, socialism and
government-managed economies.”
To conclude his work, Brand offers
a definition of a Baptist political economy; he writes: “Most [Baptists] have
been committed to limited government, to religious liberty, and to the
relative autonomy of local congregations. We have generally stood for the
rights of people to make their own
way in life and to flourish in broad
and various ways. … Those principles
have marked out the ‘Baptist Way’ for
over four hundred years.”
Flourishing Faith presents a historically descriptive introduction to a Baptist perspective of work and wealth,
and of politics and its relationship
to economics. Baptists of all stripes
would do well to read this book and
to thus better understand the holistic
nature of the Baptist faith.

nificent results, affirming certain
suspicions and dispelling widely
held beliefs.
The most significant of McGrath’s
revisions is that of Lewis’s conversion, which Lewis identified in his
autobiography, Surprised By Joy, as
occurring in 1929 and subsequent
biographers willingly propagated.
McGrath, however, concluded that
Lewis possibly associated the date
with his father’s passing, a significant
turning point in Lewis’s life toward his
eventual conversion in 1930.
“The nature or reality of Lewis’s
conversion experience is not being
called into question,” McGrath
writes. “The problem is that
Lewis’s location of this event in
the external world of space and
time appears to be inaccurate.”
McGrath maintains a more critical distance than previous Lewis
biographers, most of whom had
a personal connection with the

author. Because of this, McGrath
portrays Lewis with all of his flaws
and eccentricities, including the
controversial relationships with Jane
Moore and his wife, Joy Davidman.
A prominent feature in this
work is the friendship between
Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, author
of The Lord of the Rings. While
McGrath explores the influential
role that most Lewis fans know
Tolkien played in Lewis’s conversion, he also stresses a particular
influence of Lewis upon Tolkien:
that of “literary midwife” to Tolkien’s masterpiece. Without Lewis,
McGrath argues, Tolkien may
never have had the inspiration
or persuasion to finish his works.
McGrath also recounts Lewis’s
rise to fame as an apologist and
the subsequent rejection he experienced in the academic world.
Lewis merely accepted the call to
defend Christian faith when it was

most needed, but he dedicated his
greatest effort on communicating
the faith through works of fiction.
Sensitive to Lewis’s own vision,
McGrath devotes two chapters to
The Chronicles of Narnia, exploring its literary and theological
significance in terms of offering
“a more reasoned and mature
internalization of the Christian
grand narrative.”
Despite Lewis’s belief that he
would become irrelevant shortly
after his death, McGrath finishes
the work by recounting how Lewis’s legacy experienced a revival
in the late 20th century and has
continued on to the present day.
This biography is a must-read
for Christians eager to learn from
Lewis’s remarkable life, and more
serious readers should also look
for McGrath’s forthcoming study
The Intellectual World of C.S. Lewis
(April 2013).
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Every Good Endeavor:
Connecting Your Work to
God's Work
(Dutton 2013, $26.95),
Timothy Keller

The Secret Thoughts of
an Unlikely Convert
(Crown and Covenant
2012, $12), Rosaria
Champagne Butterfield

Review by Aaron Cline
Hanbury

Review by
Craig Sanders

P

erhaps few people think of doing work as associated
with paradise. But according to Timothy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City,
paradise is exactly where work started.
“The book of Genesis leaves us with a striking truth
— work was part of paradise,” Keller writes in his newest book, Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work
to God’s Work. “Work did not come after some golden
age of leisure. It was part of God’s perfect design for
human life, because we were made in God’s image, and
part of his glory and happiness is that he works, as does
the Son of God.”
Keller seeks to explain the “Bible’s answers to three
questions: Why do you want to work? (That is, why do
we need to work in order to lead a fulfilled life?) Why is
it so hard to work? (That is, why is it so often fruitless,
pointless, and difficult?) How can we overcome the difficulties and find satisfaction in our work through the
gospel?” (emphasis original).
To answer these questions, Keller presents the concept and activity of work in the standard theological framework of Creation, Fall and Redemption; he
divides his book into three corresponding categories:
God’s Plan for Work, Our Problems with Work and
The Gospel and Work. In each section, he examines
how the Bible presents work and then interprets and
applies his conclusions with characteristic anecdotes
from his many years pastoring in one of the world’s
workiest city.
He summarizes: “When we think, ‘I hate work!’ we
should remember that, despite the fact that work can
be a particularly potent reminder (and even amplifier)
of the curse of sin on all things, it is not itself a curse.
We were built for it and freed by it. But when we
feel that our lives are completely absorbed by work,
remember that we must also honor work’s limits.
There is no better starting point for a meaningful
work life than a firm grasp of this balanced work and
rest theology.”
Keller’s wisdom and insight make reading Every Good
Endeavor, unsurprisingly, a good endeavor.
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iberal lesbian professor converts to Christianity,
losing her career and community as a result.”
Sounds like your typical everyday headline — wait, it
doesn’t. Rosaria Champagne Butterfield’s memoir of
her conversion and Christian life doesn’t sound like
any story you’ve ever heard, which is exactly why you
should read it.
“This was my conversion in a nutshell: I lost everything but the dog,” she writes in her new book, The
Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert.
Butterfield’s story begins in 1997, when she established herself in both the LGBT community and the
academic world as a lesbian professor at Syracuse
University. But when she began researching a project
about the Religious Right, she engaged in a fruitful
dialogue with a local Presbyterian minister, Ken Smith,
who pastored Syracuse Reformed Presbyterian Church
at the time.
“Even though obviously these Christians and I were
very different, they seemed to know that I wasn’t just
a blank slate, that I had values and opinions too, and
they talked with me in a way that didn’t make me feel
erased,” Butterfield writes about the pastor and his wife.
Throughout this captivating work, Butterfield’s reflections extend beyond her personal life to a critique of
“the glitz and glamor” rampant in evangelicalism when
it comes to dealing with repentance and sin.
“Biblical orthodoxy can offer real compassion,
because in our struggle against sin, we cannot undermine God’s power to change lives.”
The story does not end when Butterfield repents and
follows Christ; in fact, that’s merely the beginning. The
rest of the book details the subsequent rejection she
faced in the academic community, acceptance into a
Christian academic community, marriage to a pastor,
church planting, adoption and homeschooling.
The account of Butterfield’s “train wreck” conversion
alone will certainly entice people to purchase a copy
of the book, but her reflection on experiencing and
struggling through true repentance and sanctification
offers a valuable insight for all Christians.

|

The Kingdom of God
(Crossway 2012, $18.99),
Christopher W. Morgan and
Robert A. Peterson, eds.
Review by
Josh Hayes

T

he phrase “kingdom of God” is common speak in
Christian circles, but precise definition and thorough
understanding are often lacking. Confusion abounds to
say the least, but bringing clarity and consensus on the
subject is Crossway’s newest release in the Theology
in Community series, The Kingdom of God, edited by
Christopher W. Morgan and Robert A. Peterson.
Some well-established evangelical scholars fill the bill for
this title: Gerald Bray, Stephen J. Nichols, Bruce K. Waltke,
Robert W. Yarbrough, Anthony Bradley, Clinton E. Arnold
and Southern Seminary’s Gregg R. Allison. The volume
offers essays that exposit the biblical reality of the kingdom
as well as speak of its implications for the church today.
Nichols’ essay looks at the various views of the kingdom throughout church history, noting the polarity that
tends to emerge among eschatological positions. Because
of this, there is great impetus for the present church to
learn from the mistakes of the past.
“From Platonists who spiritualized the kingdom in
the patristic period, to medieval visionaries identifying
Muslim leaders as the Antichrist, to those today who
buy local cable time in the middle of the night to explain
how Daniel long ago prophesied current events in the
Middle East, there is a long and winding train of defining the kingdom of God from the purview of where one
stands and of what one prefers,” writes Nichols, research
professor of Christianity and culture at Lancaster Bible
College and Graduate School in Lancaster, Penn.
Allison, professor of Christian theology at Southern
Seminary, examines the multi-faceted relationship
between the church and the kingdom in his essay, tracing five specific themes that constitute this relationship.
“The church relates to the kingdom as God’s universal rule and eternal dominion such that, in one sense,
the church owes its existence to the kingdom and, in
another sense, the church is the instrument through which
entrance into the kingdom is granted,” writes Allison.
The Kingdom of God promotes a holistic approach to
eschatology, seeing God’s reign and presence in the world
neither as entirely present in the here-and-now nor as a
wholly futuristic-cataclysmic phenomenon.
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Baptists do work
EDITOR’S NOTE: In what follows, “Towers”
editor Aaron Cline Hanbury talks with Chad
Brand about his new book, Flourishing Faith:
A Baptist Primer on Work, Economics, and
Civic Stewardship. Brand is associate dean
of biblical and theological studies and professor of Christian theology at Southern
Seminary’s Boyce College. A review of the
book appears on page 6.
ACH: Why did you write Flourishing Faith?
CB: I was contacted by the Acton Institute [an
organization that deals with politics, churchstate issues]. The organization wanted to
publish a series of primers about political
economy and the church; it wanted four:
one from a Baptist perspective, one from
a Reformed, one from a Wesleyan and one
from a Pentecostal. Initially, Acton contacted
Danny Akin about it. Danny knew that I have
been at work for some time on a rather large
project that deals with the church and political economy, so he suggested me.
ACH: How is a positive view of work a
Christian concept?
CB: Interestingly, a biblical view of vocation comes in right at the beginning of the
Bible, when God creates man and woman.
Even before he creates the woman, he
instructs the man to subdue the earth,
exercise dominion and tend and care for
the garden. These things seem to us contradictory — how do we subdue and care? —
because we live in a world where pollution
has become a big issue, both in fact and
in politics, and there are those who think
that we have to pick one or the other. But
the Bible does not separate dominion and
care like we do.
So we see that God gave Adam work to
do in the unfallen state, which indicates that
work is a noble thing. Many people seem to
think that work is something associated with
the fall, but actually it’s not; it’s given as a
command in the unfallen condition. There
are many examples all over the Bible. It’s
interesting how many parables of Jesus are
parables about people working. Now, Jesus
obviously is not trying to teach a theology
of work in those parables, but he’s assuming
a theology of work.
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Brand talks about political economy

ACH: That’s not how the ancient world
viewed work.
CB: That’s right, especially in the GrecoRoman world. If you read some of the ancient
philosophers — Plato, Aristotle, Seneca —
you find that those people derided physical
labor. They thought work was something that
should be done by slaves; manual work was
only for the lowest rung of society. Archimedes, who did a lot of study in geometry, once
apologized for having to work with his hands
to build a machine to aid his study. Gentlemen didn’t work. Gentlemen had time for
conversation, philosophy, literature and the
arts, but they didn’t work with their hands.
ACH: What makes your primer explicitly
Baptist (over against relatively similar Protestant traditions)?
CB: Almost uniquely, Baptists have always
been about religious freedom and a hardworking ambition. Early Baptists in England
and America, right up through the 19th century,
were bivocational — you’d have a pastor who
was also a farmer or pottery maker. And not
only were they bivocational, they were also
entrepreneurial in the way they established
churches. In 1800, the two largest denominations in America were the Anglicans (now
Episcopalians) and the Congregationalists. By
1850, the two largest were Methodists and
Baptists, and the reason for that was by 1850
the country had expanded all the way to the
Mississippi River. Typically, the congregationalists and Anglicans required formal education
and a settled community. Baptists, on the other
hand, functioned just as easily working, living
and pastoring in frontier communities.
The notion of a free church was also key
in Baptist growth and to the whole Baptist
ethos and life in general. In 1525, at the
launching of the Anabaptist movement, the
basic theological idea against which the Anabaptists reacted was that infant baptism was
not only biblical but it was the one thread
that held together the church, politics and
the social order. The Anabaptists thought
infant baptism was counterproductive to
the community, state and culture. And since
they believed that infant baptism was unbiblical, they began to baptize believers. So part
of what they were trying to do was create

a free church in a free state.
The Baptists who came in the next century in
1609 Holland, John Smith and Thomas Elwes,
were essentially following their footsteps.
Now, to some degree, there is correspondence among Protestant traditions. One of
the issues, for example, that Baptists see as
important is the priesthood of all believers,
and that dovetails into our view of work and
vocation. But we don’t hold that view exclusively. Martin Luther heavily emphasized the
priesthood of all Christians. Baptists took hold
of this doctrine, though, and developed it in
ways that even the Lutherans didn’t.
ACH: What is a Baptist political economy?
CB: What political economy describes is the
interface between government and whatever
economic systems prevails in a given nation
or culture. The political economy in the Soviet
Union in the 1980s was a communist state
with a socialist understanding of economics
— a controlled-market economy. The United
States was basically founded as a republic
with a free market economy.
So when we introduce the idea of a Christian, and specifically Baptist, political economy,
what we’re asking is, “How does the church
rub itself up against a free market republic?”
“How does a Baptist understanding of theology and ecclesiology interface with that?”
Because Baptists have long held the idea
of religious freedom, political freedom, individual freedom and so on, the place where
a Baptist political economy most manifests
itself is in a kind of republican or libertarian
form of economics. “Laissez faire” isn’t in
the Baptist Faith and Message, but if you
read and believe its statements on government and anthropology, I think you would
come to the same conclusion that the government that governs least, governs best.
The notion of political economy has been
around for quite some time — the first professor of political economy was a guy by the
name of Thomas Malthus at the University of
Oxford in about 1815 — but it hasn’t edged its
way into evangelical circles until fairly recently.

the intellectual impact of the Reformation
in the area of politics. His argument is that
republicanism — the system of a republic — is
not the child of the Reformation, but rather
the stepchild of the Reformation. Reformer
John Calvin was not a republican, but he
did establish a certain set of convictions
about political life that lead to a republican
understanding of how government should
work. Geneva was a free-market city, and
a city that grew significantly in the 28 years
that Calvin was there. He emphasized in his
teaching that businesses should be allowed
the freedom to start up and operate on low
tax levels. He emphasized the citizenry; those
who had the franchise in the citizenry had
the opportunity to elect the town councils.
Calvin taught that the best form of government was an elected government, and he
thought that if a government were to become
tyrannical, the people have not only the right
but the responsibility to rebel against that
government. Free elections. Free markets.
These things are all part of Calvin’s theology.
Because of that, during America’s founding
period, the 1760s through the 1790s, many
of those men believed that they were selfconsciously instituting Calvin’s ideas.

ACH: Can you explain how America became
a “testing ground for the Reformation.”
CB: There is a scholar who wrote a book about
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ACH: How should Christians think about pursuing jobs and trying to earn more money?
CB: There is absolutely nothing wrong with
having a financial motivation in a job search.
Because, for most of us, our financial motivation has to do with our families; we want to
be able to provide for them, send our kids to
college and we want to leave something to
our children and grandchildren when we die.
The theology of wealth that you find in
Scripture is not, “Money is the root of all
evil,” but rather, “The love of money is a
root of all sorts of evil.” There are many
wealthy people in the Bible who are godly
people. Think of Abraham; we’re told that
he had 318 servants. Think of Job. Think
of Joseph of Arimathea, who was able to
leave a tomb for Jesus. So there’s nothing
inherently wrong with wealth; it’s the way

|

we handle our wealth and what we do with
our wealth that’s important. The Puritan
ethic on this was, “Earn as much as you can.
Save as much as you can. Give as much as
you can.” And that, I think, is a pretty good
summary of the biblical view of wealth.
ACH: How do you want your readers to
think about work after reading your book?
CB: Luther’s idea of vocation, that the Puritans and later Baptists picked up: everyone
has a calling. You should find out what that
calling is and pursue that calling. Realize that
God doesn’t just put his stamp of approval
on the “sacred” callings, but on all callings.
Because all of life is lived, Luther said, coram
deo, “in the face of God” that which is to
come. It’s here but not here, it’s already
but not yet.

“Because Baptists have long
held the idea of religious
freedom, political freedom,
individual freedom and so
on, the place where a Baptist
political economy most
manifests itself is in a kind
of republican or libertarian
form of economics.”
news.sbts.edu April 2013
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Thinking in Public
Thinking in Public host R. Albert Mohler Jr. talks
with Andrew H. Delbanco, director of American
Studies at Columbia University and has been
Columbia’s Julian Clarence Levi Professor in
the Humanities since 1995, about his new
book, College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be.
Mohler: When you’re thinking about the
idea of college, one thing you document in
your book [College: What It Was, Is, and
Should Be] is how theology lost its primacy
in education and how natural history and
human psychology came increasingly to be
viewed from a scientific rather than a religious perspective. How did that change the
nature of the college and of the college idea?

Thinking in Public is the
interview-based podcast
hosted by Southern Seminary
President R. Albert Mohler Jr.

mohler talks with delbanco about his new book

Delbanco:

The institutionalization of religion at the center of American life has come
over a period of centuries and has been weakened and displaced by a kind

of tolerationism. We forget all the religious strife we see around the world which basically
says that religion is a private affair and we don’t interfere with people’s religious convictions. They can associate with whoever they want in their religious institutions, but in the
public space of the public square is when they leave religion out of it except to the extent
that it is safe to express itself. ... There’s something that’s been lost: a kind of moral center
in these institutions. We don’t want to think of our colleges and universities as exclusively
delivering cognitive capabilities to their students. They should remain in the business of
trying to help students sort themselves out as ethical creatures and figuring out what their
responsibilities are to their fellow human beings.
QR Code: This and additional podcasts are available on Stitcher Smart Radio, iTunes and at AlbertMohler.com.
Mohler and Prothero's full conversation is available at this QR-Code.

#SeenAtSouthern

renown 2013

@ jessicalovett

@jacobboz

@cfranklin14

@malaynaphegley

@tann5353 (contest winner)

Post your best campus and seminary life photos on Instagram with the
hashtag #SeenAtSouthern.
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Everything Included

Rollover

Large Two-Bedroom Apartment

...the funds from your previous retirement plan!

218 Mt Holly Avenue

1.5 miles to Southern Seminary

$695 month (Seminary Student Special)
Included in rent:
1. Gas, Electricity, Water & Sewer
2. Washer & Dryer (in apartment)
3. Dish Washer
4. High-Speed Internet (WiFi)
5. Cable TV
6. Central Air Conditioning
7. Newly Renovated

Available Immediately

E-Max Inc.

Call: 893-0256 X 202
Ask for: Andy Susemichel

If you change employers, SBC entities or churches
you may have the right to do an IRA Rollover.
* Take Personal Control of Your Assets
* Wide Selection of Investment Choices
* Performance Tracking and Retirement Planning
* We’ll Help With the Rollover Paperwork
Call John R. Michael, MBA, CFPTM
Kentucky Financial Group 502-451-0600
Securities and Advisory Services offered through Private Client Services LLC
Member FINRA, SIPC. Registered Investment Advisor.
2225 Lexington Road, Louisville, KY 40206 502-451-0600
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Ph.D.s in the pulpit

| By Aaron Cline Hanbury |

C

ommonly, seminary students nearing graduation consider whether or
not they should pursue advanced research
degrees, usually in the form of a doctor of
philosophy degree (Ph.D.). Several questions
immediately surface, such as “How much
money would a Ph.D. cost?” “Do I have the
academic ability and energy for more schooling?” and “What might another degree
achieve that a master’s degree cannot?”
For some, the pros of advanced study seem
to balance with its cons. In order to help
“Towers” readers think through this issue,
three members of Southern Seminary’s
faculty answer two broad questions about
pastors and the pursuit of Ph.D. degrees.
The three participants are Owen Strachan,
Stephen J. Wellum and Jonathan T. Pennington. Strachan, assistant professor of
Christian theology and church history at the
seminary’s Boyce College, is the co-editor
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Should (future) pastors pursue doctorates?

of The Pastor as Scholar and the Scholar as
Pastor: Reflections on Life and Ministry, a
book that explores the roles of scholarship
in pastoral ministry and of shepherding in
scholarship through the ministries of scholar
D.A. Carson and pastor John Piper. Wellum is
professor of Christian theology and editor of
the Southern Baptist Journal of Theology. His
originally commented in a 2011 interview
with “Towers” about the same questions.
Pennington is associate professor of New
Testament interpretation and director of
research doctoral programs.
ONE: Should local church pastors pursue
doctoral work?
Strachan: Here is our starting point: there is
no requirement biblically for pastors to have
a Ph.D. A pastor should feel no pressure to
do a Ph.D. — there is no need in the sense
of being faithful to Christ and to the Word.
Now, is it beneficial for a pastor to do a

Ph.D.? Provided that he does it in the right
spirit — not to get a credential or to waste
time in a classroom — in order to help himself be a faithful minister of Christ and so
he can think deeply and richly about God,
his Word and his works in the world, then
it’s a wonderful thing.
If a pastor gets a Ph.D. to look smart and
have degrees, then that’s not a good thing —
and I understand why people correct those
who have this kind of disposition.
A key in this discussion is in Matthew 22,
where Jesus gives his greatest commandment:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.”
Our context is familiar with the divide between
the heart and the mind. And in that divide,
when it’s articulated, the heart always wins.
The mind is that bad guy; the heart is the good
guy. The problem with this sentiment is that
the way we serve Christ is directly shaped by
what we know about Christ.
We’ve got to remember that Jesus calls

us to love the Lord with our minds. That
doesn’t mean that everyone should get a
Ph.D. But we do want to see people valuing
the life of the mind as a matter of loving
God — which is the most important thing
we do in the world. So, a pastor who is a
Ph.D. student can see himself as fulfilling
Jesus’ command.
Wellum: Pastors don’t need Ph.D.s. I think
the degree should be reserved for those
who are going to do further studies. If the
students are using it for the purpose of actually wanting to minister more effectively in
a certain city context where there’s a lot of
academic people and universities, I think
it does have its place and value. As long as
students realize that they’re getting it for
concentrated work to help the church, not
just simply getting it for the sake of getting
a degree. Things have shifted culturally. The
reason many get Ph.D.s is that there’s been
massive academic degree deflation. I think
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the level of education is not what it used to
be. Students want more than what they’re
getting at the M.Div. and so then they turn
it into a Ph.D.
The Ph.D. degree can serve its purpose
and we have excellent role models today of
pastor-theologians who are now effectively
leading our churches.
Pennington: On the one hand, I believe it is
a great and wonderful calling to get to study
Holy Scripture and theology and church
history and subjects like that at this deep
level and in a concentrated level. We need
scholars and highly trained church leaders
in every generation. I believe at Southern
Seminary we offer a great Ph.D. program.
TWO: What criteria would you advise for
students contemplating Ph.D. work?
Wellum: I would have students make sure
they have the right motivation and resources
to pursue the Ph.D. I don’t think prolonging
education and going into debt is wise. Once
the tools are there from master of divinitytype work, they now should be developing
those tools. One needs to make sure he has
the resources and time and can get through
the degree program in a fairly expeditious
manner (not dragging it out), and also that
he has the gifts and abilities to do so, and
then it certainly is an option. Beyond that,
once the tools are learned, getting out and
helping the church is also crucial.
Strachan: We need to be clear about ambition. There are two kinds of ambition in
Scripture: what James 3 calls “selfish ambition,” and then a concept from a variety of
texts that we could call “gospel ambition.”
Paul claims in his letters that his one ambition, his one goal is to preach Christ, and so
he works and labors toward that end. So,
first, someone considering a Ph.D. needs to
ask, “Am I doing this out of selfish ambition
or out of gospel ambition?”
We’re almost never 100 percent right or
100 percent wrong in our motivations; we’re
a mix. Knowing that is helpful. So if a pastor
sees in himself that he wants to do a Ph.D.
in order to understand the Bible better, in
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order to preach better, in order to counsel
better, I think it’s a good thing for him to
pursue a Ph.D.
If, on the other hand, he looks at his
projected course of study and sees that a
doctorate would be good, but that it will
be a ton of work, and maybe he’s not that
academically interested, and he perceives
that the program might ground his family
down to a nub, then it’s not a good thing
for him to do. Pursuing a Ph.D. is a very personal decision that requires a lot of prayer, a
good deal of counsel and assessment of how
you’ve done in your schooling. Perhaps most
importantly, you need to assess how much
you like school. There are plenty of people
who could do a Ph.D. easily, but who won’t
and shouldn't because they just wouldn’t
be interested. A Ph.D. is not just a pursuit
that calls forth your intellect; it also requires
discipline — maybe even more discipline
than intellect. A very helpful question to ask
is, “Do I want to pursue this long project?”
Pennington: I do not believe a Ph.D. is for
everyone. A Ph.D. should not be pursued
simply because one loves seminary and
wants to learn more. This is what a good
master of theology (Th.M.) program is for.
Rather, a Ph.D. is a particular calling for
those whom God is leading for the highest
level of training in their chosen field. Not
everyone pursuing a Ph.D. needs to become
a professor (there is a great need in the
church and on the mission field), but it is a
specialized calling for which one must count
the cost of years and money invested.
NOTE: A particularly helpful voice in this
discussion is Bethlehem Baptist Church,
Minneapolis, Minn., pastor John Piper. His
answer to the question, “Should pastors
get Ph.D.s?” is available at the Desiring God
website: www.desiringgod.org/resourcelibrary. Piper says:
“If you’re already a pastor, I wouldn’t get
a Ph.D. … If a Ph.D. program is set up — and
there are some — to really let you work
on the Bible for three or four years, and
the understanding of the Bible in its larger
implications for life and reality, then, on your
way to your pastorate, that could be gold.”

|

1892 Club fosters community among
Ph.D. students
The 1892 Club is a group of doctor of philosophy students at Southern Seminary who meet on a series of
Wednesday afternoons. The goal of the 1892 Club is to
foster greater community and relationships among Ph.D.
students and between students and faculty. The club
puts on two weekly events that wrap around either side
of the Wednesday Ph.D. colloquia on campus. At 1 p.m.
each Wednesday, Jonathan T. Pennington, vice president
for research doctoral degrees, brings in a guest speaker
for a question and answer discussion centered around a
topic relevant to Ph.D. students. Recent speakers include
Mike Thigpen, the executive director of the Evangelical
Theological Society, visiting lecturers George Guthrie and
T. David Gordon, and David Sills talking about theological
education in the developing world. The second meeting each Wednesday is from 4 to 5 p.m. This time has no
formal program but is an opportunity for students and
faculty to mingle and chat, modeled on a British “senior
common room” model. At both meetings each week, the
club provides light snacks and Sunergos coffee pourovers. All of the meetings happen in the James P. Boyce
Centennial Library and, so far, have been well attended.
Said Pennington: “We'd love to see even more of our
Ph.D. students coming along for this time of fellowship
and mentoring.
Those interested in the 1892 Club should contact
Jerod Harper at jharper@sbts.edu
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Richard Mohler Sr.
By Craig Sanders, with
reporting from James A. Smith Sr.
and Aaron Cline Hanbury

H

e was a deacon and youth Sunday
School teacher whose legacy includes
40 years of faithful service in his local church
and raising up one of the nation’s most influential evangelical leaders.
Richard Albert Mohler Sr., 76, died Monday, March 18, after suffering a massive
cerebral hemorrhage in his Deerfield Beach,
Fla., home. He died in a local hospital that
evening with family gathered at his bedside.
A native of Plant City, Fla., Mohler Sr. leaves
behind his wife of 55 years, Janet Johnson
Mohler; four children, Richard Albert Mohler,
Jr. of Louisville, Ky., Jan Mohler Knight of
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Lee Mohler of Boynton
Beach, Fla., and Mark Mohler of Melbourne,
Fla.; and seven grandchildren.
Mohler Sr.’s eldest son, R. Albert Mohler
Jr., received news of his father’s condition
early that morning, and arrived in Florida
prior to his father’s passing.
Moments after, Mohler Jr., president of
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
sent out the following tweet: “My faithful and compassionate earthly father has
gone home to be with my Heavenly Father.
Blessed be the name of the LORD.”
A retired store manager for Publix Supermarkets, Mohler Sr. was recently honored as
deacon emeritus — “deacon for life” — at
First Baptist Church of Pompano Beach, Fla.,
where he and his family became members
in 1972. His son, Mohler Jr., delivered a sermon at the tribute service for the honored
deacon in January 2013.
Regarding his father’s recognition as deacon emeritus, Mohler Jr. said during the
funeral service: “I want you to know how
much that meant to him, because if there
was any title that he would want other than
husband and father and grandfather and
friend and believer it would be deacon of
the First Baptist Church of Pompano Beach.”
The church’s pastor, Ron Harvey, arrived in
Pompano Beach eight years ago, and during
that time regarded his deacon, Mohler Sr.,
as a “mentor and source of godly advice.”
“It is a rare gem for a church to have
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father of seminary president, dies, calls attention to faithful service

someone like Dick Mohler.”
Harvey recounted how Mohler Sr. served
as a Sunday school teacher for middle and
high school-aged students. Remarkably, the
teenagers consistently remained silent during lessons because of their high level of
respect for the elder Mohler.
“[Mr. Mohler] has influenced so many
lives for Christ,” one family friend wrote
on the online obituary website legacy.com
“Families move to different locations, but
they never forget the foundation and love
he poured into the kids of FBC Pompano.”
On Mohler Sr.’s Facebook page, current
and former students in the youth ministry
posted messages to honor his memory.
One wrote, “I’m eternally grateful that I
was given the opportunity to spend even
a second of time with a man like Richard
Mohler. He was compassionate, understanding, humble, always ready to listen.”
That same student described how Mohler
Sr. drove him and his brother to church even
though their family moved 15 minutes away
from Pompano Beach.
“He did this for two years, never once
being late and somehow always finding
a chance to grab donuts for the ride. Mr.
Mohler played a large role in bringing me
to salvation in Christ.”
Another student, reflecting on Mohler
Sr.’s dedication to the students, wrote: “Who
knew that the one youth leader that understood us kids was the oldest one.”
As a Publix store manager for nearly 40
years, Mohler Sr. often provided the youth
in his church with their first jobs in order to
teach them a solid work ethic. One of those
former youth employees shared that he
“always admired [Mr. Mohler’s] wisdom and
would not hesitate to go to him for advice.”
“I honestly believe he was one of the
greatest Christian men that I have met in
my lifetime.”
One of those young employees included
his eldest son, Mohler Jr., who began working with his father early on Saturday mornings at the age of 14.
In an episode of Mohler Jr.’s daily podcast,
“The Briefing,” posted on his website the
morning of his father’s funeral, March 21,
Mohler Jr. devoted the end of his broadcast

to commemorate his father.
“I’m so thankful in a world in which so
many did not know their fathers or did not
know their father’s love, that I was known
by and loved by and named for a father I
will so greatly miss,” Mohler Jr. said.
“I am thankful for the legacy of Christian
faith he left for me and so many others.”
That legacy was reflected during the
funeral service held at First Baptist Pompano, a service that included as speakers
Mohler Jr., Harvey, grandson Joey Knight
and former youth pastor Brad Jones.
The memorial service drew a large crowd
in attendance to remember Mohler Sr.’s life,
including prominent Southern Baptist leaders Chuck Kelly, president of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary; Jason Allen,
president of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and former chief of staff for
Mohler Jr. at Southern Seminary; Ken Whitten, pastor of Idlewild Baptist Church in
Lutz, Fla.; and Dorothy Patterson, wife of
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
president Paige Patterson.
Harvey reflected on Mohler Sr.’s influence
in the community and dedication to serving
the church, especially the youth. Mohler Sr.
had planned to serve at a youth discipleship
event the weekend of March 22-24 and at
the Ridgecrest Conference Center in North
Carolina during the summer.
Of Mohler Sr.’s role to the youth in the
church, Harvey said: “He was like a father
figure and maybe in later years, a grandfa-

ther figure. He was so loved by the kids in
this congregation.”
Mohler Sr.’s grandson, Joey Knight, also
spoke at the service. He learned as a student
in Mohler Sr.’s Sunday school class and also
received instruction from his grandfather on
how to set up his Facebook page.
“My grandfather was one of the most
godly and Christ-like men that I’ve ever
known and has served as a role model for
me for as long as I can remember,” Knight
said. “He was also the coolest grandfather
that I could ask for.”
Jones, FBC Pompano’s former youth pastor,
shared his own memories of Mohler Sr., centered around Paul’s instructions on humility
in Philippians 2:2-3. Jones currently pastors
CityChurch Pompano, a local church plant.
Prior to his arrival at FBC Pompano, Jones
received an email from Mohler Sr. after the
youth pastor made a connection between
the deacon and his son, the president of
Southern Seminary.
Mohler Sr. wrote in the email: “I’m proud
of my son. He has a ministry that reaches
the world. But my ministry is to middle
school guys and in what I do, they are
my world.”
That was the beginning of a fruitful friendship between Jones and Mohler Sr., who
often gave Jones the option of choosing
someone “more relevant” to help with the
youth group.
Jones said, “If you want to know how to
be like Richard Mohler when you grow up,

“I’m so thankful in a world in which so
many did not know their fathers or did
not know their father’s love, that I was
known by and loved by and named for
a father I will so greatly miss.”
— R. Albert Mohler Jr.
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here it is: he was an ordinary man, living an
ordinary life with Gospel intentionality. And
that ordinary, humble man armed with the
good news of the Gospel was extraordinary.”
Mohler Jr. delivered the main eulogy of
the service, remembering his father’s life,
and ultimately issuing a call for attendees
to profess faith in Jesus Christ. Mohler Jr.’s
reflections of his father’s life included how
their ministries often overlapped.
“The Lord allowed me the joy of having
young men show up at the seminary I’m
privileged to serve who told me, ‘Your dad
taught me in middle school and had a massive impact on my life,’” Mohler said. “And
more than one has told me, ‘Your dad led me
to the Lord and helped me understand what
it meant to come to Jesus and to believe in
him and to be saved.’”
Reading from Matthew 7:7-11, Mohler
Jr. emphasized the perfect goodness of
the Heavenly Father by comparing it to the
goodness of his earthly father Mohler Sr.,
which extended beyond his own children
to the children of the church.
Issuing a call to believe in salvation
through Jesus Christ, Mohler Jr. said, “My
father staked his life on this. My father
would want you to know this same truth.
My father shared this with me by word and
precept and by the quiet confidence of his
faith and active energy of his faithfulness.”
Mohler Jr. noted that two years ago, he
spoke on the topic of death to biblical counselors using Psalm 116:15 as his Scripture
text: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints.”
“Brothers and sisters, I want you to know
even more I believe [Psalm 116:15] now,”
Mohler said in the conclusion of his eulogy.
“And thus, I can tell you how proud I am
to be Richard Albert Mohler Jr., and how
thankful I am to be gathered here with you
this day with my dear mother, with my wife
and children and with my family to say, it is
well with my soul.”
And certainly precious is the life, and
death, of Richard Albert Mohler Sr.

|

From left, R. Albert Mohler Jr., Katie Mohler and Richard
"Dick" Mohler Sr. at Katie Mohler's graduation from Union
University in Jackson, Tenn., in the spring of 2011.

James A. Smith Sr. is editor of the Florida
Baptist Witness.
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Complete Auto Repair
10% discount for SBTS
community and off most
competitors’ quotes
We do it all, oil changes
to major repairs
Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday - Friday
Make an appointment at
www.Turning-Wrenches.com
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1701 Mellwood Ave.,
Louisville, KY 40206
Two miles down Frankfort Ave., on the corner of Mellwood Ave.
Contact:
(502) 821-3180
Check us out at
Facebook.com/
turningwrenchesllc

April 2013

news.sbts.edu

Southern Story

Don’t waste your summer
T

he Southern Baptist Theological Seminary will offer more course options this
summer to M.Div., Th.M., D.Min. and Ph.D.
students than ever before. Southern continues to expand the summer schedule in an
effort to best meet the changing schedule
demands of students both on campus and
off. The seminary’s summer class period
runs from May 20 until Aug. 2.
Online
This summer, the Office of Online Learning
will offer at least one section of virtually
every course available for both Boyce College and Southern Seminary.
“To make it easier on students’ budgets,
we’re radically discounting the online fee,”
said Timothy Paul Jones, associate vice president for online learning.
This summer only, students will pay the
full $250 fee only for their first online summer course. To help students take as many
courses as possible, the online fee for each
student’s second online summer course will
be cut in half to $125. And, beginning with
their third summer online course, students
pay no online fees at all. Note that this discount applies to the online fee, not to tuition
rates. Since these are online courses, you
can complete them from anywhere you happen to be this summer.
“So think about whatever it is that you
still need to finish your degree,” Jones said,
“and see if you can pack it all in this summer.

SBTS TO offer all online courses, rare electives

biblical theology and its relationship to systematic theology with a focus on a theological reading of Scripture, as practiced by
evangelicals today.
William Mounce, a New Testament
scholar and author of several Greek language textbooks and other New Testament
material, will teach an exegesis course covering of Paul’s Pastoral Epistles (22800),
July 29-Aug. 3. The course focuses on
translation and exegesis of passages in the
Greek New Testament that are especially
significant for the understanding of the message of the Apostolic Church. Prerequisites
for Mounce’s class are elementary greek
(22400, or advanced placement) and greek
syntax and exegesis (22440).

On campus
On campus, students can choose from
required courses and, most notably, a compelling variety of electives in the areas of Christian
theology, ethics, missions and leadership.

The gospel and contemporary
issues
Southern Seminary president R. Albert
Mohler Jr. will teach “Studies in Theology:
The Gospel and Homosexuality,” June 6-7.
The course, which will survey and analyze
contemporary discussions surrounding the
LGBT movement in light of the Bible, can
count toward the introductory ethics course
(29250) or a theology elective (27177).
Greg Thornbury will teach “God and the
Philosophers” (28800), June 24-28. Thornbury, who is professor of philosophy and dean
of the School of Theology and Missions at
Union University in Jackson, Tenn., will lead the
class through a study of the major concepts of
God in philosophical thought, the perennial
debate on the coherence of theism and the
classical and contemporary arguments for
the existence of God, with special reference
to pivotal thinkers from Thomas Aquinas to
contemporary analytical philosophers..

Spend a summer with the Bible
Daniel Block, a former Southern Seminary
professor who is now Gunther H. Knoedler
Professor of Old Testament at Wheaton
College in Wheaton, Ill., will teach an English language-based course on the Book of
Deuteronomy (20277), July 22–26.
Stephen J. Wellum will teach his popular
course, “Issues in Biblical and Systematic
Theology” (27077), May 28-31. For the
course, Wellum will study the nature of

North American missions
Dan Dumas, who is the senior vice president
for institutional administration at Southern,
will teach “Leadership and Church Planting”
(42110), May 20-24.
Jeff Walters, assistant professor of Christian missions and urban ministry, will teach
a personal evangelism (32100), June 3-July
12. The course is a study of personal evangelism designed to equip the minister for
training others in a variety of skills related
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to personal evangelism.
Aaron Harvie, who is a church planting
mobilizer in the Billy Graham School of Missions and Evangelism will lead the course,
“Missions in North America” (33200) in
conjunction with Send North America Conference in Dallas, Texas, July 29-30. Those
enrolled in the course will study the history,
biblical foundations and practice of missions
in the North American context.
Parenting based on the Bible
Randy Stinson, who is dean of the School
of Church Ministries at Southern Seminary
and Jimmy Scroggins, senior pastor of the
First Baptist Church of West Palm Beach,
Fla., will teach “Theology and Practice of
Parenting” (43700), May 13-17. The course
will explore biblical and theological foundations for parenting and will review everything from practical parenting in the home
to processes in the local church for training
parents in their biblical responsibility of raising children. Stinson and Scroggins will give
special attention to how biblical parenting

fits within an overall congregational strategy
of effective family ministry.
SBC Annual Meeting Houston
Gregory Wills, professor of church history and
director of the Center for the Study of the
Southern Baptist Convention, will lead students on a unique summer-only opportunity
to earn class credit while attending the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) annual meeting
in Houston, Texas, June 9-12. The Southern
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting (42710),
course curriculum will introduce students to
the history and structure of the convention.
At the convention, Wills will lead students
in discussions on the meaning of convention
developments and help them become familiar with denominational leadership.
(EDITOR’S NOTE: students enrolled in the
SBC annual meeting course are responsible
for making and funding their own travel
and lodging arrangements. A ticket to the
Southern Seminary luncheon at the annual
meeting is also a course requirement to be
arranged by the individual student.)
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History Highlight
| By Adam Winters with Trey Moss |

T

he Southern Baptist Theological Seminary began its doctoral studies program
in 1892 and granted its first doctor of theology (Th.D.) degrees two years later. In 1929,
the seminary started using the more familiar
doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) designation for
its research-based doctoral degrees. More
than 100 Southern Seminary students who
completed the degree, including the rigorous dissertation writing process, have also
become professors at this institution.
In this month’s History Highlight column,
we draw attention to some of the notable
dissertations by students who later joined
the SBTS faculty.
William O. Carver joined the seminary
faculty in 1898, and did so as the first professor who earned his doctorate at the
seminary. His 1896 “Gentile Opinion of
Jews in the First Century, A.D.” examines
the reputations of the Jewish people under
Roman rule and the importance of such
views on the rise of Christianity in the firstcentury world. Carver argues that the persecution and scattering of the Jews across
the ancient world was necessary for their
culture to prepare the way for Christianity’s
inception.1 Though his thesis relates chiefly

William O. Carver
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Scholarship on the shelves: Dissertations of SBTS Professors

to New Testament studies, Carver’s life-long
academic career and his publishing output
focused heavily on comparative religion
and missions, themes already present even
in his dissertation.
Gaines S. Dobbins, the first dean of the
seminary’s School of Religious Education,
was regarded as a pioneer in the fields of
church growth and efficiency strategies.
Prior to his appointment to the faculty, he
spent much of his career in the arena of
religious journalism, which later inspired
his research. His thesis, “Southern Baptist
Journalism” (1914), is an encyclopedic overview of the history of journalism among
Southern Baptists and is especially impressive considering the limited availability of
religious newspaper archives in the early
twentieth century.
Duke K. McCall, the longest serving
president in Southern Seminary’s history,
in 1951 became the first Southern Seminary alum to become president of the
institution. “The Date and Authorship of
Zechariah 9-14” (1941) is a good example
of how the focus of one’s dissertation often
changes as a result of the research process. In his preface, McCall writes that his
originally planned thesis related to the
contributions of the post-exilic prophets
(Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) to the Jewish religion. Initially, McCall assumed his
thesis would exclude the last six chapters
of Zechariah, on account of the prevailing
critical opinion that denied those chapters
belong as from the same time period as the
other post-exilic writings.
However, as McCall investigated the
historical, linguistic and doctrinal nature
of those six chapters, he concluded that
Zechariah is a unified account of the prophet
whose name it bears and that the texts
belong to the same time period as the
other post-exilic scriptures.2 As a result, he
changed his entire thesis to focus squarely
on Zechariah 9-14. McCall’s experience
serves as a reminder to aspiring students
that the source material must drive a thesis.
R. Albert Mohler Jr.’s dissertation, “Evangelical Theology and Karl Barth: Representative Models of Response” (1989), studied
the diverse evangelical interpretations of the

figurehead theologian of “neo-orthodoxy”
with a mind toward the continuing relevance
of Barth’s theology for modern-day evangelicals. Mohler’s command of primary source
material and interaction with the broad
spectrum of evangelical perspectives on
Barth foreshadowed his own role as one of
today’s preeminent evangelical commentators on faith and culture.
Paul Chitwood, prior to his nomination
as the executive director of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, taught evangelism and
church growth in the Billy Graham School of
Missions and Evangelism from 2007 to 2011.
His dissertation, titled “The Sinner’s Prayer:
An Historic and Theological Analysis” (2001),
examines the history and present use of this
practice that has recently become a subject
of discussion and debate among Southern
Baptists. Chitwood’s doctoral study of evangelistic strategy proved to be a valuable
experience in preparing him for leadership
among Kentucky Baptists.
The content of the student dissertations
discussed here often evidence some connection to their later academic and ministerial
reputations, and sometimes the doctoral
work led them into unexpected career paths.
The James P. Boyce Centennial Library’s
shelves of bound dissertations function as
both a compendium of scholarship and a
microcosm of the seminary’s colorful history. For previous generations of scholars,
a visit to campus would be the primary
method of gaining access to these dissertations. Living in the digital age, however,
provides opportunities unimaginable to our
forefathers: the library’s Open Access Dissertations and Theses Collection now offers
researchers the opportunity of viewing hundreds of doctoral-level studies in electronic
format. The database of digitally available
dissertations expands every year, and students are encouraged to take advantage of
this resource at http://digital.library.sbts.
edu/handle/10392/2643

ENDNOTES
1
“William Owen Carver, “Gentile Opinion of
Jews in the First Century, A.D.” (Th.D. thesis,
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
1896), 90-91.
2
Duke K. McCall, “The Date and Authorship of
Zechariah 9-14” (Ph.D. Diss., The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1941), iv-v.

The materials mentioned in this article are
available at Southern Seminary. Those interested may visit archives on the second floor
of the James P. Boyce Centennial Library or
the archives website at archives.sbts.edu
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Southern Story
| By Craig Sanders |

T

his is what God has been preparing
you for your whole life,” she said to
her husband, moments after the president
of Southern Seminary left the room where
the couple sat for nearly two hours.
Timothy Beougher was stunned by his
wife’s remark. For months, he insisted he
was not interested in leaving Wheaton College, but the administration at Southern
was persistent in pursuing him to fill the
newly-endowed Billy Graham Professor of
Evangelism and Church Growth.
“Our own pilgrimage shapes us deeply,”
Beougher said, recounting his personal
journey and how he ended up teaching at
Southern in 1996.
That pilgrimage began his senior year
of high school in the most unusual circumstances, when all the female students
gathered in the gymnasium for a home economics test and the chance to win a $500
college scholarship.
Demanding a chance to participate,
Beougher received permission to take the
50-question test along with his female classmates. He earned the highest score and
received the monetary scholarship.
At its spring graduation, the school honored Beougher as both the Betty Crocker
Homemaker of the Year and the most inspirational athlete.
Around that same time, an itinerant
preacher spoke to the small Sunday School
class at a rural Kansas Methodist church
where Beougher had achieved perfect attendance for six years. The preacher taught
college preparation, and seamlessly transitioned to sharing the gospel.
Despite growing up in the church,
Beougher claims he never heard the gospel
until that day, and the preacher’s presentation of it convicted him.
“I thought I was a Christian because I went
to church, but I never understood the necessity
of repentance and faith,” said Beougher, who
believes the pastor of his hometown church
had lost faith and neglected gospel preaching.
Beougher went on to attend Kansas State
University with his Betty Crocker scholarship. An engineering major, Beougher con-
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Timothy K. Beougher—Not your ordinary Betty Crocker Homemaker of the Year

nected with the Baptist Student Union and
learned the value of spiritual disciplines. By
the end of his freshman year, he had shared
the gospel with 69 students in his dormitory.
“I was sharing the gospel before I knew
you weren’t supposed to,” Beougher
remarked sarcastically.
After each encounter, he would go back
to his room and write about the conversation and what he would work to improve.
“What I kept finding myself writing
that I would do better if I would use
more Scripture.”
This conviction remains integral to Beougher’s teaching on evangelism and is a reason
why evangelism classes require Southern
students to memorize 40 Bible verses.
In his senior year of college, Beougher won
a national design competition that allowed
him to patent his invention, a folding combine header. His promising success in the
engineering field led him to think he would
only serve in the church as “a godly layman.”
“In the midst of all that, God called me
into ministry through John 6:27, which says
‘Do not labor for the food that perishes, but
for the food that endures to eternal life,’”
Beougher said.
With an invention patented, Beougher
enrolled at Southwestern Seminary, where
he studied evangelism under legendary professor Roy Fish. Initially, the learning curve
of theological research writing discouraged
Beougher and tempted him to quit seminary.
But the influence of his professors, who
mentored him in evangelism and prayer,
helped him see godly life modeled outside
the classroom and motivated him to continue his studies.
Beougher fostered a habit of befriending
his superiors and observing their spiritual
practices, continuing this when he completed his doctor of philosophy degree
under eminent theologian J.I. Packer.
“The more time I spent with [Packer], the
more I became impressed with his walk with
God,” Beougher said. “He manifests what
you would expect to see in a godly man.”
Beougher found Packer hard to please,
submitting the prospectus for his dissertation 14 times before it was accepted; he
finally settled with examining Puritan pastor

Richard Baxter’s view of conversion.
In 1990, Beougher attended a conference
in Philadelphia where he was introduced
to Southern Seminary president R. Albert
Mohler Jr., then editor of the Christian Index
in Georgia. Beougher and Mohler both were
appalled by some conservatives at the conference who were conceding to the liberals
for the hopes of gaining academic credibility.
This providential encounter would soon
present a life-fulfilling opportunity.
Six years later, Mohler and Thom S.
Rainer, the founding dean of the Billy Graham School of Missions and Evangelism,
contacted Beougher to fill a professorship.
Although he resisted at first, Beougher visited the campus when his wife sensed a
divine calling.
Beougher now serves as associate dean
and Billy Graham Professor of Evangelism
and Church Growth, and also pastors West
Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky.
Beougher met his wife, Sharon, while he
was a student at Southwestern. She had
recently completed her master of divinity
and was prepared to embark to England for
a year when the two met at an evangelistic
training session.

“I was smitten by her beauty and love
for Christ,” Beougher says. “She had all the
qualities I had been looking for -- passion
and zeal.”
The day following Sharon’s return from
her year-long trip to England in 1982,
Beougher proposed and she accepted.
The qualities of passion and zeal for evangelism that Beougher noticed in his wife
became evident shortly after their marriage
when they visited Beougher’s parents.
Sharon, who now teaches at Christian Academy of Louisville, taught Beougher’s parents
the value of quiet time and Scripture reading.
Her influence on Beougher’s parents resulted
in more active participation in church, and
Beougher’s father is now a popular itinerant
preacher in the Methodist church.
“If someone is not passionate or burdened for evangelism, it’s really not a speech
problem – it’s a heart problem,” Beougher
said about the evangelistic zeal which he
and his wife share.
But in his household, it is Timothy K.
Beougher who carries the unique title of
Billy Graham Professor of Evangelism and
Church Growth and Betty Crocker Homemaker of the Year.
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June 17-19
Bob Kauflin, Donald Whitney,
Matt Boswell, Mike Cosper,
Mike Harland and Michael Card.
Think Worship Conference 2013
Registration by June 10
Early Registration by April 30
sbts.edu/events
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“You must be born again”
| By Chad Mahaney |

T

im Sobitz’s life could be described like
a cardiac monitor. Just like the heart
rate of a human fluctuates sporadically up
and down when lying in a hospital bed, so
does Sobitz’s life story.
In high school, Sobitz was arrested for burglary after breaking into five houses, an arrest

Peter Coats

outhern Seminary welcomes experienced businessman Peter E. Coats as
regional director of institutional advancement for the Midwest region.
Coats and his wife, Betsy, reside in Birmingham, Mich., where he works as a dose
management specialist for Baxter Healthcare Corporation, and serves as an elder
of Woodside Baptist Church, Troy, Mich.
He is also the brother of U.S. Senator Dan
Coats (R-Ind.), who came out of retirement
in 2010 to reclaim his seat in the Senate.
Coats graduated with a bachelor of arts
degree in political science and religious
studies from Michigan State University in
Lansing, Mich., and has since worked in
business for 35 years.
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a student's life illustrates Jesus’ command

that introduced a tumultuous road.
In the midst of Sobitz’s early troubles,
his great aunt, Mary, faithfully shared the
gospel with him, and she even regularly
played sermons by pastor Alistair Begg
for him.
During a night of excessive pot smoking, Sobitz watched a Navy infomercial,
which sparked an interest for him in joining
the military.
So, in October of 2001, he joined the
Marine Corps. At boot camp, Sobitz went
to the altar of the Protestant chapel and
confessed his belief in Jesus Christ. But,
like numerous times before when he
professed to be a Christian, his zeal for
God was short-lived. This time, Sobitz
immersed himself in the drinking culture of
the Marines.
After he got married in 2004, Sobitz was
discharged from the Marines. Reeling from
his expulsion, Sobitz turned to what would
become a new vice, heavy drugs, including
meth, cocaine, various uses of trafficed Oxycotin, even heroin.

When, from time to time, Sobitz found
himself in drug rehabilitation, he would commonly start “feeling the Jesus thing.” And he
would try once more to live for Jesus.
“My life hung between a bottle and a gun,”
he said about this season in his life.
During this same time, as Sobitz moved
from lows to highs (like being baptized in
2008), he would witness to people and
try to preach one night, and then the
next night use drugs and sink into pits of
despair. He tried everything he could. But,
eventually, he did stop trying to attend
church. He descended to a new low.
Sobitz even started living on the street at
a point when he had burned every remaining
bridge with his family.
And then, in 2010, Sobitz sat on his back
porch smoking a cigarette and, for some
reason, reading from John chapter 16.
Everything changed.
“It was that month,” Sobitz said, with tears
in his eyes. “I was reborn. I finally knew what
it meant to be a child of God.”
His whole life, he said, was a roller-coaster

of trying to find peace by pleasing God in
doing what he thought God wanted and then
trying to find peace in escape through drugs,
alcohol, partying. The entire time he wanted
God. But he tried to please God through his
own actions. That night in 2010, he realized
that rather than his own obedience, Jesus’
obedience, powered by the Holy Spirit, is the
means of genuine new birth.
Now, Sobitz preaches the gospel to anyone he can. He has a burden for people who
have false assurance similar to that with
which he struggled.
He rejected the gospel for 29 years of his
life, but God, through his grace in adopting
sinners as his children, is only beginning the
story of Tim Sobitz’s life.
Most recently, he became a student at
Southern Seminary, where he hopes to learn
more about the Bible and theology so that
he can be a better witness for the good news
of Jesus Christ. He hopes to understand and
articulate Jesus’ message in John 3, which
his life already well illustrates: “You must be
born again.”

Southern hires business leader for regional advancement

| By Craig Sanders |

S

|

“We could not be more pleased that Peter
and Betsy Coats have been led to join the
Southern family,” said R. Craig Parker, vice
president for institutional advancement
and executive director of the Southern
Seminary Foundation.
“Peter achieved success in every aspect of
his business career, and his sense of calling
to Southern was both powerful and clear,
and I cannot wait to see all that he is going
to accomplish in service to the seminary.”
Sensing that calling to vocational ministry,
Coats evaluated opportunities to serve a
seminary according to its theological convictions, commitment to local churches and
institutional leadership. After his evaluation,
Southern Seminary became his clear favorite
because it provides “extraordinary training
in order to serve churches and strengthen

mission efforts across the world.”
Coats believes his experience managing sales for healthcare businesses offers
an insight in promoting the value of
Southern Seminary’s commitment to the
Great Commission.
“Our mission [in institutional advancement] is to build relationships with
seminary friends to secure financial contributions,” Coats said. “I firmly believe
that once prospective donors are presented with this investment opportunity,
they will quickly respond to the value that
Southern brings to the advancement of
the kingdom.”
Coats will focus his efforts on institutional advancement in the Midwestern
region of the United States, where he will
seek donations to fund capital projects and

“provide students with a low cost, high
quality education.”
“With God’s guidance and empowerment, I hope to begin to open up a steady
flow of donations in the upper Midwest,
which is an area served by Southern but
that needs considerable donor development,” Coats said. “Your prayers for this
effort are needed and appreciated.”
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MONDAY
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To some, April seems like just the beginning of the year. But the reality is

Spring
Reading Days

that Southern Seminary's spring semester is nearing to an end. But that
doesn't mean that the academic community at the seminary and Boyce
College will slow down. In fact the 2013 summer term will be historic in
that the school will offer at least one section of every available online
course. And here on campus, scholars from around the country are set to

7

8
Boyce Dorm Meeting
9:30 p.m.

teach important elective courses. So, you should surely take some time to
rest and enjoy the easier pace of life that summer brings. But don't waste
your summer.

Announcements
Aplus Edits
Aplus Edits is a full service —
grammar, format, clarity, style —
proofreading business. It exists
to take the stress out of conforming papers to style manuals and
to improve the overall quality
of one's writing. Aplus consists
of a team of qualified editors
equipped to edit book reviews,
dissertations and everything in
between. Check us out at www.
aplusedits.com or e-mail Chris
at cbosson@aplusedits.com
Free sewing class
The free sewing class led by
Mrs. Barbara Gentry meets from
6-7:30 p.m., Mondays in Fuller
Room 34. Sewing machines
are provided at no cost. No
experience is required, but
women with experience may
also participate. Knitting and
crocheting lessons will also be
offered. Mrs. Gentry leads the
class assisted by Mrs. Kathy
Vogel. For questions, you can call
Mrs. Gentry locally at 423-8255
or Mrs. Vogel at 742-1497.
Food collection
for The Attic
The Attic now accepts food
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items between 2 p.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Saturday.
Donors should bring the items
during these hours so that a
volunteer may store them to
keep for seminary families in
need. Limited refrigerator and
freezer space is now available on site so please consider
donating luncheon meats, dairy
items as well as frozen entrees.
Canned food is also accepted
and may be left in the donation bins. Families in need who
would benefit from these donations must contact The Attic at
theattic@sbts.edu and arrange
an appointment for picking up
food items.
1937 Project donations
Fifth & Broadway is partnering
with Student Life to support the
Louisville, Ky.,-wide 1937 Project
on April 20. Fifth & Broadway will
donate $2 from every Sunergos
one pound coffee purchase or
t-shirt purchase to the event.
Every purchase comes with a
1937 Project button to show your
support. This special promotion
will last until Saturday, April 20.

Health and Rec

The Health and Recreation
Center (HRC) hours of operation:

Mon - Fri - 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Sat
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.; closed Sunday.
(The pool closes 30 minutes
before the rest of the HRC, and
closes at 5:30 p.m. each Wed.)
All HRC information is available
at sbts.edu
HRC e-Newsletter
Sign-up to receive weekly
updates. Contact the HRC front
desk (502-897-4720).
No lifeguard breaks
The HRC has been able to staff
the pool in such a way as to
avoid the thirty minute pools
breaks this spring. Except for
illness or emergency substitutions, there should be no interference in regular pool hours.
Red Cross lifeguard classes
Registration for the SBTS Red
Cross Life-guarding class is now
open. Come to the Health and
Recreation Center to sign up
for the class. Classes will be
Saturdays, April 13, 20, and 27,
from 9 a.m - 3 p.m. The class
costs $125 with a Shield card.
You must sign up in person and
pay at the time of registration.
Contact the Health and Recreation Center front desk or email
jelee@sbts.edu for more details.

15
Boyce Dorm Meeting
9:30 p.m.

21

28

22

Women's Auxillary
Luncheon
Boyce Dorm Meeting
9:30 p.m.

29
Boyce Final Exams

Mothers of young children
There is help for you at the
Health & Recreation Center
three times each week! Monday morning Pilates Mat Work
Class 10 - 11 a.m. has childcare
for $3 per child. Afternoon
Childcare is offered at the
HRC every Tuesday and
Thursday from 4 - 7 p.m. for
$3 per child. During Afternoon
Childcare you can work out,
do homework, run errands,
etc. (A parent does not have
to remain in the HRC.) Punch
cards are available for a
discounted rate.

Parents’ night out (PNO)
Enjoy a night out without kids.
PNO will provide childcare for $5
per child (no family discounts).
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years are
welcome. Sign-up and payment
must be in person. Registration
begins at 9 a.m. on the Saturday prior to PNO and ends the
Wednesday before. The last PNO
for the semester is April 12, 6:30
- 9:30 p.m.
Bouncey house days
Bring your children to the HRC
for Bouncey House Days, Saturdays April 13 and 27, from
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TUESDAY

2

WEDNESDAY

3

THURSDAY

4

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

12

13 Bouncey

Alumni
Academy

9

10

11

Chapel
Boyce Chapel
Chapel
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel 10 a.m., Alumni Chapel 10 a.m., Alumni Chapel
Brian Vickers
Fred Luter Jr.

16

17

23

24

Chapel
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel
R. Albert Mohler Jr.

18

Chapel
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel
Francisco Preaching
Award Recipient

25

Boyce Student
Leadership Training

19

Boyce
Spring Banquet
6:30 p.m.
SBTS Preview
Drive in movie (HRC)

House Days
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
location

20

1937 Project
Thunder Over
Louisville

26 Boyce Preview 27

FLAME Concert
10 a.m.,
Alumni Chapel

30

Parents' Night Out

Boyce Classes End
Late Night w/
Student Life

Bouncey House Days
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Seminary Lawn

Study Break
10 a.m.,
Patio Room

9 a.m. until noon. The charge
will be $1 per family.
Softball extravaganza
On Saturday, April 13 at 1 p.m.,
the HRC is hosting a co-ed softball
tournament on the Seminary
Lawn. The tournament will be a
one day only event. Croquet will
available, as well. Chick-fil-A sandwiches will be sold at the event.
Get your team together soon, and
register before Monday, April 8.
Classes for men
New! Core Foundry T and Th, 4
- 4:45 p.m. in the Levering Gym.
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Levering Gym. Instructors: Alana
Pentecost and Jen Martin. Total
Toning is a strength and cardio
workout that will challenge your
entire body from top to bottom using a variety of fitness
equipment. Core Essentials M
7 – 8 p.m. in the Racquetball
Court. Instructor: Kaycee Owens.
A strategic blend of Pilates,
mat work and various posture
poses combined to create better balance, core strength and
flexibility. This class is suitable
for all fitness levels, designed to
practice at your own pace and
modify poses to the students’
needs. The first half of the class
will focus on core strengthening,
developing stability and mobility,
while the second half will move
into a series of deep, restorative
stretching for the whole body.
ZUMBA M 8 - 9 p.m.; T and W
6 -7 p.m. in the Levering Gym.
Instructors: Ashley Gardner and
Tristan Mapp. Cost: $2 per class
or $15 for 10 classes. This class
is one hour of calorie-burning,
body-energizing choreography
that burns between 500 and
1000 calories in a single session.

Seminary clinic

Instructor: Stephen Pierce. This
class focuses on different core
muscles for the purpose of building up a body that can perform
better athletically. This class will
use weights as well as coordination improvement exercises with
a focus on abs, chest, back and
glutes. For beginner to expert.
Classes for women
New! Pilates Mat Work M 10 - 11
a.m. in the Levering Gym. Instructor: Lindsey Winkler. This class
combines the best of Classical and
Progressive Pilates mat exercise
using simply a mat and IT Bands

for resistance. Pilates will help
strengthen and tone the abdominal muscles, back, arms, hips and
thighs. All levels are welcome!
Childcare is available for $3.
Aqua Alive T and Th 5 – 5:45
p.m. in the pool. Instructor: Linda
Blincoe. This class is designed
to alleviate the stresses of body
weight on muscles and joints. It’s a
fun aquatic workout that tones the
entire body, and is perfect for the
expectant and postpartum mom.
Body Blitz M, W, F 7:15 - 8 a.m.
in the Levering Gym. Instructor:
Clara Flores. Upbeat music and
an always-changing repertoire

of aerobics, free weights, circuit
training and core strengthening.
Whether you are feeling in or
out of shape, this class is tailored
to be challenging and fun for all
fitness levels.
Mommy & Me W and F 10 – 11
a.m. on the third-floor track.
Instructor: Heidi Freeman.
Mommy & Me is a workout class
designed for moms and their kids.
This class combines time on the
track (please bring your stroller)
and time in the gym for some
cardio and strength training.
Total Toning M 4:45-5:30 p.m.;
T, Th 4:45 – 5:45 p.m. in the

Staff, students and their immediate family members are provided
a limited health maintenance program through the clinic, located on
the second floor campus center,
Honeycutt 213. Conditions that
require regular or extensive medical treatment must be addressed
through private arrangements with
primary care physician. It is recommended that every patient have a
primary care provider that may be
called upon in cases of emergency.
The clinic can help with referral to
a primary care provider or a medical specialist if needed.
Clinic hours
M-F 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
More information and price
listings are found on the clinic
website, www.sbts.edu/clinic
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Questions
WITH
Peter Leithart
Senior fellow of theology and literature
at New Saint Andrews College

Why should aspiring pastors
and theologians read works
of classic literature (e.g., Pride
and Prejudice)?

What challenges do you face
as a father of 10 children, prolific author and professor?

Which film adaptation of a
Jane Austen book do you prefer
(and why)?

I just saw a title for a recent book, Jane Austen,
Game Theorist. It's true. Austen was a great
analyst of human beings, their motivations
and their strategies, especially in social and
romantic settings. Austen is a great guide for
learning about people. But she's so Anglican
and needs to be seasoned with something
wilder, something Russian, like Dostoevsky.

Fatigue, forgetfulness of my children's
names, excessive coffee consumption.

I like the long Pride & Prejudice. Though
it doesn't stick so close to the book, the
Emma film with Gwyneth Paltrow is highly
entertaining. Some of my favorite Austen
adaptations are not directly from Austen's
books. I recommended Whit Stillman's Metropolitan for years — a modernization of
Mansfield Park — but the people who watch
it get bored to death. Still, I like the way it
captures the tenor of Austen's novels in a
more recent social setting.

