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FROM THE EDITOR

Have you ever stopped to
consider — I mean really
let it sink in — how utterly
remarkable it is that we
have the written record

of Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection in the original language? And then,
to make the matter even
more astounding, we have
at Southern Seminary some
of the world’s finest scholars of biblical Greek and
more resources than ever
to help us learn and retain
this language.
Let me put it this way:
G od ha s preser ved t he
original languages of his
w r it ten Word (I’m not
forgetting Hebrew) for us
to treasure, and then he’s

placed you and I at the best
place in the world to explore
and cherish this gift.
And yet, as I stood in the
back of the room at January’s A lumni Academy on
Greek for ministry, I rea lized how easy it is for many
pa s t or s t o leave Greek
behind at Southern. Don’t
let life after Greek happen
to you. Resolve yourself
now to the discipline of
life with Greek and experience the joy of reading,
studying, a nd preaching
the ancient, living Word.

20
Southern Story:
Freddy Sinahuara
Formerly a semi-pro skateboarder with big dreams
but a messy spiritual life,
Freddy Sinahuara saw a
failed job prospect turn into
a life-changing relationship.

24
Greek Pep Talk
Quotes to motivate.

Our mission is to use
our time, resources,
and talents to tell the
Southern story in an
accurate, timely, and
creative manner to
the glory of God.
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REPORT

Newslog

God’s Word essential 500 years after Reformation, Mohler says at
spring convocation
By S. Craig Sanders
The 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation
must remind Christians that proclamation of God’s Word
remains necessary for advancing the gospel and nourishing the church, said Southern Seminary President R.
Albert Mohler Jr. at the Feb. 7 convocation.
In an address titled “God Did It By His Word ... Revisited: What the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Means for Southern Seminary” on Hebrews 4:12-13,
Mohler said the seminary’s own theological reformation in the 24 years of his presidency occurred solely
because of fidelity to the living Word of God.
“Looking back to the Reformation, God did it, and
he did it by his Word,” Mohler said, alluding to Martin
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Luther’s statement that Scripture “weakened the
papacy” as opposed to human efforts. “Looking at you
all today, understand me when I say, God did it, and he
did it by his Word.”
Because Christians find their primary identity in
Scripture, Mohler said tracing a “line of faithfulness” to
the church fathers helps believers understand what led to
the crisis of the Reformation 500 years ago. Although the
Solas as summary statements of Reformation teachings
were not developed until the 20th century, the doctrines
nevertheless were “the heartbeat of the Reformers” and
Sola Scriptura is their foundation.
“When God’s people cease to hear God’s Word they

cease to be God’s people,” Mohler said. “And everything
is lost, every doctrinal principle is lost, every doctrine is
denied one by one.”
During his welcoming remarks, Mohler said the ritual
and regalia of opening convocation signifies the gravity
of the seminary’s role in equipping future ministers
with theological education. Ref lecting on Southern’s
“incredible inheritance” of a rich heritage of faith,
Mohler said healthy teaching at the seminary means
“health will go into our churches” and spread into the
mission fields of the world.
Audio and video of Mohler’s convocation address are
available online at equip.sbts.edu/chapel.
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Build ‘communities of resistance,’ Dreher
says at Gheens Lecture
By Andrew J.W. Smith
With secularism marginalizing the Christian faith,
believers should leave behind political battles and
“build communities of resistance” to overcome cultural forces, said columnist Rod Dreher at the Feb. 7-8
Gheens Lecture at Southern Seminary.
“Could it be that the best way to fight the flood is to
stop fighting the flood?” Dreher said, comparing the
rapid decline of Christianity’s influence to a massive
f lood threatening to wipe the church off the map.
“That is, to quit piling up sandbags in a doomed effort
to hold back the rising waters, and instead to build
an ark in which to shelter until the water recedes
and we can put our feet on dry land again? Rather
than wasting energy and resources fighting unwinnable political battles, we should instead work on
building communities, institutions, and networks
of resistance that can outwit, outlast, and eventually
overcome the cultural forces sweeping Christianity

away in the West.”
Dreher, author of The Benedict Option, suggested
21st-century Christians follow the example of St. Benedict, who retreated from the corruption of Rome to build
monastic communities committed to order, holiness,
and simplicity. Christians should not continue as if
they live in “normal times,” Dreher said, but instead
form and feed communities of faith.
“We need to do a much better job of embodying our
faith. Praying the sinner’s prayer is only a beginning
of the Christian life, not its end,” Dreher said. “If the
only thing we have to share with the world is a pot of
message, we will fail.”
Dreher also appeared on a Feb. 13 episode of “Thinking in Public” with R. Albert Mohler Jr. to discuss
Christian faith in a secular age.
Audio and video of the Gheens Lectures at Southern
Seminary are available online at equip.sbts.edu.

Schreiner co-chairs
CSB revision
By SBTS Communications
Southern Seminary professor Thomas R. Schreiner served
as co-chair for the new Christian Standard Bible translation, released by LifeWay in March 2017. The CSB is a
revision of the Holman Christian Standard Bible, which
was published in 2004.
“The revision of the HCSB into what is now called the
CSB makes a good translation even better,” said Schreiner,
James Buchanan Harrison Professor of New Testament
Interpretation. “It is an honor for me to serve on a translation team of men and women who truly love God’s Word.
Our prayer is that the Lord will use this fresh translation
for the spread of the gospel, for the edification of churches,
and in times of private reading and prayer.”
Schreiner said the new revision retains the “optimal
equivalence” of the HCSB, which is a translation philosophy in between formal (literal) and dynamic (readable),
while improving both the faithfulness to original languages
and its readability. More information on the translation is
available online at csbible.com.

towers.sbts.edu

March 2017

towers

5

REPORT

‘Go find someone
hurting,’ Tada says at
Southern Seminary
By Charissa Crotts

Mathena Center panel: ‘Ordinary Pastors,
Extraordinary Work’

Life is about more than a healthy body, said Joni Eareckson Tada along with her husband, Ken, during two
SBTS events Feb. 10-11. Tada is a speaker, author, and
quadriplegic who uses her testimony as a platform to
highlight disability ministry.
“Go find someone hurting worse than you and
help them,” said Tada in a talk given to Southern
women during Equip, Feb. 11. Tada told her personal story and spoke with a focus on practical
ministry to the disabled in local churches. The day
before, about 350 Southern Seminary students and
their families gathered into Heritage Hall for the
Student Life Conference to hear from Tada, the
founder of Joni and Friends, a ministry seeking to
show Jesus’ love to people with disabilities.
During the Student Life Conference Feb. 10, Tada
focused on a theology of suffering and exemplified
joy in the midst of pain. While many consider tastes
of heaven to be when everything goes right, Tada
considers tastes of heaven as finding Jesus in the
middle of a taste of hell.
“God has not redeemed us to make us happy and
healthy; he redeemed to make us like Jesus,” Tada said.
Audio of both events will be available at equip.
sbts.edu.

By Annie Corser
The Mathena Center for Church Revitalization hosted
four local church pastors in a panel discussion about
the ups and downs of church revitalization.
Each pastor represented a church congregation of
diverse sizes averaging from 40 to 500 on a Sunday
morning. Brian Croft, senior fellow for the Mathena
Center, moderated the discussion, asking questions
about specific conflicts within church revitalization,
the challenges of church revitalization, how ministry
impacts their families, what rewards church revitalization ministry provides, and advice they would give
to those entering pastoral ministry.
“There are a lot of reasons why patience is one of
the most important virtues in pastoral ministry, but
especially if we have a high view of preaching, we still
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have to give time for the Word to do the work,” said
Croft, who serves as senior pastor of Auburndale Baptist Church in Louisville.
The panel included Cameron Debity, pastor of Hurstbourne Baptist Church in Louisville, representing a
congregation of about 350-400 members; Will McCartney, pastor of Farmdale Baptist Church in Louisville,
representing a congregation of about 100-150 members;
James Carroll, pastor of Parkway Baptist Church in
Bardstown, Kentucky, representing a congregation of
about 500 members; and Joey Eaton, pastor of Garfield
Avenue Baptist Church in Louisville, representing a
congregation of about 40-50 members.
Audio of the Mathena event will be available at
equip.sbts.edu.
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REVIEWS

FACU LT Y R E CO M M E N DATI O N

Book Reviews
Engaging with Jewish People: Understanding Their World
Sharing Good News
Randy Newman Review by Annie Corser

(The Good Book Company 2016,
$11.99)

In Engaging with Jewish People, Randy Newman tackles the challenge of
sharing the gospel with Jewish people. Raised in a Jewish family, Newman
outlines who Jewish people are, pieces of their history, and what they believe.
The book is a solid starting point for Christians to begin thinking through
how to engage Jewish people. Many are resistant to Jesus and to Christians.
After listing a few basics about Jewish culture, Newman writes that prayer
is the “most important aspect of evangelism.” He reminds believers that
without prayer, Christians may think salvation depends on them.
Newman encourages believers to remember that God has not forsaken
the Jewish people when he writes, “There will be many Jewish believers in
the Messiah in the crowd who gather around the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
singing his praise forever.”

A Syntax Guide for Readers of the Greek New Testament
Charles Lee Irons Review By S. Craig Sanders

(Kregel 2016, $39.99)

If you’ve used a Reader’s Greek New Testament, then you know you’ll often
still need help with syntax and translation. Charles Lee Irons’ Syntax Guide
is an essential tool to keep you reading and prevent the interruption that
would arise for you to track down a bulky syntax work. Irons’ resource
provides verse-by-verse analysis of the New Testament, analyzing key
syntactical issues and offering translation glosses, in addition to cross-references to other passages in the NT and Septuagint.
“One of my aims in creating this Syntax Guide is to encourage students,
pastors, and others to devote themselves to reading large portions of the
Greek New Testament and, ideally, all of it,” Irons writes.
This sturdy and compact volume is a must-have addition to your library,
especially if you commit to reading and translating the Greek New Testament on a daily basis.

The Complete Works of
William Shakespeare
(Barnes and Noble 2015, $22.50)

“Reading the Bard will elevate your
mind, broaden your perspective,
pound into your psyche the rhythm
of words, teach you right and wrong,
illustrate the whole gamut of human
life, fund your bank of illustrations,

Among Wolves: Disciple-Making in the City
Dhati Lewis Review by Andrew J.W. Smith

(B&H 2017, $15.99)
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As the world’s population continues to move into cities and exhibit dramatic
racial and cultural diversity, the church must prioritize making disciples,
writes Dhati Lewis, lead pastor of Blueprint Church in Atlanta, Georgia,
in Among Wolves: Disciple-Making in the City.
With both population diversity and density in urban areas increasing, the
church must raise and guide indigenous leaders from within cities to lead the
people of God, much like missionaries and church planters in foreign countries,
Lewis writes. Using the Gospel of Matthew as a guide, Lewis walks the reader
through eight “movements” of Matthew, from calling to teaching to sending.
“Christianity is simple in its message, but supernatural in its application,”
Lewis writes. “The reason it’s hard to live authentically Christian in the
urban context is because we are called to supernaturally love those who
don’t look like us, talk like us, or act like us.”

and give you a volume to which you
can return for the rest of your life.”

JAM E S M . HAM I LTON J R .
Professor of biblical theology
March 2017
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The Lost Sermons of C.H. Spurgeon: His Earliest Outlines and
Sermons Between 1851 and 1854
Edited by Christian T. George
Review by S. Craig Sanders

In the first of a 12-volume set, The Lost Sermons of C.H. Spurgeon features a series of
Charles Haddon Spurgeon’s early sermon
notebooks he first attempted to print in
1857 but were since lost to publishing history. Spurgeon scholar Christian T. George
notes in his editor’s preface the great irony
that, though Southern Baptists largely
opposed Spurgeon during that time due to
his anti-slavery stance, the publication of

this project finally comes to fruition at a
Southern Baptist publication house.
“Charles Spurgeon has come to America,” George writes in the series preface.
“Through the rotations of a thousand gears
of grace, his early sermons have spanned a
century and a sea to be read by new audiences. ... Future historians will be right to
see the publication of his Lost Sermons as
belonging to an extraordinary and unexpected narrative of redemption.”
Readers won’t find full sermon manuscripts, but when completed the collection
will add 10 percent of literature to Spurgeon’s
canon, according to George. Each of the 76
sermons contained in this volume feature a
facsimile of the notebook page with the text

reprinted on the facing page. While Spurgeon wrote only sermon titles, Scripture text,
and sermon outlines in his notebook, George
adds footnotes that explains the sermon’s
relationship to Spurgeon’s theology and his
19th-century setting.
The beautiful hardcover edition captures the gem found inside of Spurgeon’s
early work, never before available to the
public. Even more valuable are George’s
introductory essays, describing the
common traits of the notebook’s sermons
and exploring the young preacher who
began his remarkable ministry at 16. It’s a
steep price, but a worthy investment for the
pastor and student indebted to Spurgeon’s
rich preaching.

making toil painful and sweaty, and expelling man and woman from the garden,”
Hamilton writes.
God did not simply create the world and
let it operate on its own, but he continues to
work in the midst of his creation, ultimately
through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ work
on his Father’s behalf (John 5:17) extends
God’s activity from Creation through
all history, ultimately culminating in a
redeemed humanity that can live out the
Edenic ideal for healthy work.
“As we wait for the redemption of our
lowly bodies and resurrection from the dead,
Christians are to work in ways that show
love for God and neighbor,” Hamilton writes.
“So doing will enable us to live out the image
and likeness of the true and living God.”
Hard labor is not the only thing endorsed
in the Creation Mandate. Since God himself
worked in creation through speaking words,
it validates all forms of work — even the sort of
labor that is intellectual and communicating.
“God works by speaking words,” writes
Hamilton. “Among other things, this validates all kinds of knowledge work in which
the hard work of thinking and communicating accomplishes that those made in
God’s image have set out to do.”
At the end of human history, when God
remakes the world, transforming it from
sin-stained to fully glorified, mankind will
not enter a relaxed, easy, unworking state.
Instead, the human race, fully restored

and enlivened in the image of Christ, will
be working in the way it was meant to from
the beginning — without the pain, loss, and
futility of work in a fallen world.
“We can scarcely imagine it, but everything that makes work miserable here will
be removed. All our sinful concerns about
ourselves will be swallowed up in devotion
to the one we serve,” writes Hamilton. “All
inclination to evil will have been removed
from our hearts, so we will enjoy the freedom of wanting to obey, wanting to serve,
wanting to do right.”
A helpful contribution to growing popular-level treatments of biblical theology,
this volume provides practical instruction
on work and demonstrates a strong hermeneutical method.
(Crossway 2017, $14.99)

(B&H Academic 2017, $59.99)

Work and Our Labor in the Lord
James M. Hamilton Jr.
Review by Andrew J.W. Smith
hile Christians are surrounded
by a secular culture that views
work improperly — either as a
demanding god or mind-numbing duty
— the biblical storyline invites believers
to see work as part of the very purpose
of God’s image bearers, writes James M.
Hamilton Jr. in his book, Work and Our
Labor in the Lord.

W

In his contribution to Crossway’s Short
Studies in Biblical Theology series, Hamilton, professor of biblical theology at
Southern Seminary, lays out a robust biblical
perspective on human work, detailing how
it changes in each epoch of redemptive history. He describes work’s original intention
(Creation), corruption (Fall), and ultimate
fulfillment (Redemption and Restoration).
“Work is therefore built into the created
order, right from the start,” Hamilton
writes. “God gave men stewardship of
the land and all life on it. All tasks man
undertakes in God’s world can be seen in
relationship to that original commission.
Some jobs deal directly with plants and animals. Other jobs enable the stewardship of
land and life. All jobs relate to those great
tasks. The making of roads and markets
enables us to subdue the earth and exercise
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dominion over the animals. The tasks
related to helping other humans to flourish
intellectually and spiritually enable people
to deal with the land and living creatures.
Arguably every righteous task in the world
— from that of the farmer or rancher to that
of the engineer, the software developer, or
the nuclear physicist, from that of the ditchdigger to the physician, from the coach to
the pastor, the zookeeper to the politician,
the sergeant to the mailman — every task in

God gave men stewardship
of the land and all life on it.
All tasks man undertakes in
God’s world can be seen in
relationship to that original
commission.
the world can be seen in relationship to the
subjection of the earth and the exercise of
dominion over the animal kingdom.”
The story of the Bible opens with God
working, affixing to work its identity as an
“exalted, Godlike activity,” Hamilton writes.
When the world fell because of sin, every part
of Creation was affected, including work.
“[In the fall], God made the woman’s
tasks of bearing children and helping the
man more difficult, and he made the man’s
task more difficult by cursing the ground,

towers
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Working with purpose
HAMILTON DISCUSSES NEW BOOK ON BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF WORK
By Andrew J.W. Smith
EDITOR’S NOTE:

Below, James M. Hamilton Jr., professor of biblical theology at Southern Seminary talks with Towers writer Andrew J.W. Smith about this
new book, Work and Our Labor in the Lord.

AS: Why is a healthy, biblical
theology of work so important?
JH: Growing up, I was under this misconception that
the really important work was missions and then second
to missions was full-time vocational ministry. And I
was in a low ecclesiology setting, so that didn’t necessarily mean church. Once I got serious about the faith I
had the impression that other people who were serious
about the faith thought that way too. If you were really
going to pursue the Lord, then what you were going to
do was go into full-time vocational ministry, whether
that was some form of campus ministry or church ministry or you were going to really lay it all down and go

10
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to the mission field. And there were no doubt traditions
where that misconception is not burdening people’s
consciences and places where they have a high view
of vocation, and in some ways have done a better job
in preserving their theology and then communicating
that theology to the laypeople. So all this to say, I don’t
think the Bible presents the matter as, “If you’re really
going to be useful in life you’re going to serve the Lord.”
I would say: If you’re going to be useful, you’re going to
serve the Lord doing whatever he has built you to do. I
think that’s the appropriate biblical response to it. And
having come to that, out of this other misconception, I
was eager to get the opportunity to try to think through

what the perspective of the biblical authors is when
it comes to the work that we do. That was kind of the
problem that led me to it.
AS: What was God’s original
vision for work in creation?
JH: It’s fascinating when you look at Genesis 1:28,
God creates this massive world, then he starts with
two people, and the first thing he commands them to
do is be fruitful and multiply. Then every successive
imperative in Genesis 1:28 is going to build and grow
out of the “be fruitful and multiply.” So they’re to “be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” with people,

March 2017
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and “subdue” the earth, and then “have dominion” over
all the animals. That’s their responsibility. They’re
not going to be able to either subdue the earth or have
dominion over the animals unless they fill the earth.
And they’re only going to be able to fill the earth if
they are fruitful and multiplying. There’s this logical
progression here from one command to the other that
implies that even if they’re fruitful and multiply but
they don’t train those kids, if they don’t disciple those
kids, they’re not going to be able to subdue the earth
and have dominion over the animals. So, that is to say,
the first thing is they’ve got to do is have a great marriage. This couple, Adam and Eve, their marriage is
crucial to the whole task. They’ve got to have a healthy
marriage that produces children, and then they’ve got
to be great parents. Because what Genesis 1:28 is growing out of is in Genesis 1:26, God makes man in his own
image and his own likeness, and then male and female
in verse 27, and then in Genesis 1:28 he tells them to be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. If you just go
with that progression, this means that God wants the
earth full of people who reflect his image and likeness,
which I think means God wants the earth full of his
glory, and the way that the man and the woman are to
image God is that they are to bring his character and
authority and way of doing things into all creation. It’s
a whole life thing where there has to be this balance
between marriage and parenting and work and the
ultimate significance of it is the glory of God.
AS: How would you say work is tied to
the purpose of creating humanity?
JH: If we take a step back and look at God himself,
you’ve got God doing this work at creation, and then
you’ve got Jesus saying things like, “My Father is
working until now and I am working,” when they’re
disputing with him about what is going on on the
Sabbath day. Then you have passages like Hebrews 1
speaking of the way that Jesus is upholding all things
by the word of his power. So God is a worker. And he
makes man in his image and likeness, and one aspect
of that is that we also are to be workers.
AS: How is that purpose then
marred or affected by the fall?
Where does it go wrong?
JH: I think at the most basic level, the rebellion is a
failure to trust God. Satan makes these suggestions
about how God can’t be trusted and they believe Satan
and they don’t trust the Lord. This introduces alienation
between man and God, alienation between man and
woman, alienation between man and his environment.
Then God speaks words of judgment over the tasks given
first to the woman and then to the man. So he makes the
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work they were created to do more difficult because of
their sin. And I think if we were to just read the first five
chapters of Genesis, maybe even the first four chapters
of Genesis, I think a valid conclusion we can draw is
every time someone sins, their work gets harder. So
God’s judgment against man’s sin makes the work that
God gave man to do harder. It introduces a curse on it.

God because of it’s proximity of him. And then we
will work to God’s glory. We will steward what he
has given. Jesus speaks on various occasion of people
reigning in the new heavens and the new earth. Paul
says we will judge angels, so there will be decisions
made. I think the subduing the earth and the exercising dominion is going to continue.

AS: Often in our circles, students might
feel frustrated by a paper they have to
write, or a job they have to show up for.
We often think of work itself as a curse.
JH: Yeah, work is not a curse. Adam and Eve were both
given work to, do in the Garden of Eden and in the new
creation we’ll be doing work. There will be work in the

AS: Will we have jobs in the new earth?
JH: It’s a great question. In some ways, it’s hard to
know when Jesus for instance is telling a parable about
someone whose master comes and the master says,
“You have done well; I will set you over five cities,” can
we take it to indicate there will be cities? We know
there will be a new Jerusalem. That seems to indicate

I don’t think the Bible presents the matter as, if you’re really
going to be useful in life you’re going to serve the Lord. I should
say, if you’re going to be useful, you’re going to serve the
Lord doing whatever he has built you to do. I think that’s the
appropriate biblical response to it.
new heavens and the new earth. Work is not the curse.
One major aspect of the curse is that we were driven out
of the land of Eden, so we’re out of the direct presence
of God and we don’t enjoy all the blessings that the
presence of God brings to the Garden of Eden. So the
blessed land is closed off to us. I think also in the words
of judgment that are spoken, particularly in Genesis
3:16 to the woman and in 3:17-19 God has frustrated
what he created us to do. He’s made that more difficult and painful. So the woman’s going to have pain in
childbearing, and the man is going to have painful toil
on the ground. The world’s not going to cooperate with
us any more and our bodies are not going to cooperate
with us any more. So that makes work hard.
AS: About the new heavens and the new
earth, will the eschatological renewal of
work be like a return to Eden, almost a
rediscovery of that original intention?
JH: Right, I think it will be a created world, a new
heaven and a new earth. And I think the best interpretation of the relevant passages indicates this is going
to be a renewed version of this world. It’s going to be a
renewed physical world and there will be no temple:
God and the land will be the temple. God’s blessed
presence will be enjoyed by everybody. So everyone
and everything will enjoy the blessed presence of

there will be people in those who exercise authority
in those cities, and I think that indicates that we will
have various kinds of responsibilities and there will
be hierarchies of authority. It’s hard to project what
life is going to be like in the new heavens and the new
earth from the text.
AS: Based on this theology, how
would you challenge or admonish
a Christian who tends to be a little
more lazy or unproductive?
JH: I would want to do two things. First I’d want to
sketch in the whole Bible picture: creation, fall, redemption, restoration. You’ve got work in the original
creation, work was made more difficult through the fall,
through Christ our work can be renewed, and then in
the new heavens and the new earth we will do work.
Having sketched in that overarching schema, assuming this is a believer, I think you can do a carrot and a
stick. The carrot is, “Whatever you do, do with all your
heart as for the Lord and not for men.” The stick is, “If
any man will not work, let him not eat.” That indicates
that we have a responsibility to work. And if we are not
upholding our end of the bargain, other people should
not provide for us. There is the accountability that if
you’re not going to work, we’re not going to feed you.
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By Robert L. Plummer

GREEKONOMICS
How to

set goals,

MANAGE YOUR
and grow

TIME,

your Greek

GREEKONOMICS
Picture your Hebrew and Greek education as a parable of walking along the

beach. You hear a voice that says, “Pick up some stones and put them in your pocket.
Tomorrow, you will be both happy and sad.” You pick up the stones, put them in your
pocket, and the next day you find they have transformed into a handful of diamonds.
You would say to yourself, “This is so valuable. I wish I could go back and get more.”

Perhaps you find yourself at the end of your languages
education. You still have a solid (or not-so-solid!) grasp
of the basics of Hebrew and Greek, but you want to make
sure you maintain all you have learned. If so, it’s never
been easier to both maintain and grow your Greek skills.
Think of John Brown. When his parents died when he was
11 or 12, he barely knew how to read English. He taught
himself Latin during his break from shepherding work,
and taught himself Greek by comparing Latin and English
with a Greek New Testament he borrowed. Now, life’s a lot
easier than it was 300 years ago. Think also of Heinrich
Bitzer, whom John Piper writes about in Brothers, We Are
Not Professionals. He was a full-time banker, working
from 50-60 hours a week, but he loved the Hebrew Old
Testament and the Greek New Testament. He even wrote
a devotional book full of both Hebrew and Greek entries.

It’s easier for us, with all our resources and tools, than it
has ever been.
But perhaps you find yourself in a different situation.
You don’t need your Greek merely improved; you need
it resurrected. When I recently taught a Greek Review
course, I was very pleased to meet people who were not
afraid to say, “It’s been a long time since I had Greek. I’ve
forgotten so much, but I’m committed to relearning it.”
I had a student who took Greek 20 years ago, and when
he took Greek with me a year or two ago, he told me, “I’ve
forgotten the alphabet.” He had to relearn the alphabet
before he took the class! He took a week or two off work,
had a friend tutor him, took Greek review, and watched
some old videos online. In about three weeks, his Greek
was back up and improving at a steady pace. It is possible
to do this. But how?

We realize ultimately that it is only God
who changes us from the inside and gives
us the strength to do these things, but
if these habits are not able to take hold
in our lives, it’s no surprise our Greek
skills slowly wander away.
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02

In his book What’s Best Next, Matt Perman points out
that one of the best things we can do for our productivity is build habits and routines. We need to deliberately
develop such patterns to show what we really value. I
think that’s good advice. A 2009 article in the European
Journal of Social Psychology followed people to determine
how long it took them to form a habit. It varied greatly, but
the average was 66 days. Some people were able to form a
habit and stay with it after 18 days, but the longest amount
of time was 254 days.
In January, some of us made resolutions about what
we were going to eat or what we were going to read. It’s so
easy to see our new habits slip after two or three weeks.
We realize ultimately that it is only God who changes
us from the inside and gives us the strength to do these
things, but if these habits are not able to take hold in our
lives, it’s no surprise our Greek skills slowly wander away.
Greek is like the neighborhood cat — if you don’t feed it,
eventually it will leave. So we want to be people who are
feeding it, who are reading it regularly.

Another practical tip is to be radical in eliminating distractions. I heard a speaker say once, “If I printed out all the stuff
I look at on the internet — all the pictures, all the articles, all
the videos — and I put it in a book, it would be the worst book
ever.” In other words, we’re spending our time on things we do
not value that much. There’s an article in the Harvard Business
Review by Hugh McGuire showing that Twitter, email, and
smartphone technology trigger a patterned dopamine reaction
in your brain. The activity becomes almost numbing.
Ask yourself: “Where am I spending my time?” Be willing
to radically intervene and to take steps to reverse that addictive process. You could also try something called a little bit
of theological jiu jitsu. The Brazilian martial art jiu jitsu is
where you use the force of your opponent against them. Technology can be addictive, so we take our phones and remove
those addictive apps (Facebook, Instagram, wherever you’re
wasting your time) and you put things like Bible vocab and
Biblearc (the digital Greek New Testament) on there. Put apps
on your phone that you want to value more than Star Wars “Bad
Lip Reading” videos.

Develop habits

ELIMINATE DISTRACTIONS
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MOTIVATE YOURSELF
Another practical suggestion is to include incentives and
disincentives. This is one reason that good intentions never
take hold. When I have to write a lot, I tell my kids, “When I
come home, ask me if I did anything other than write. If I did,
I owe you each five bucks.” I’m so cheap, I don’t want to lose
$15! Find something unpleasant that you don’t want to do.
Commit to reading the Greek New Testament five minutes a
day, five days a week. Put a chart on the fridge and tell your
wife, “If you ever catch me on a day when I don’t do it, I’ll
clean all the bathrooms that weekend.” She will check the
chart, and if she catches you, you probably won’t do it again.

“Put a chart on the fridge and tell your wife, ‘If
you ever catch me on a day when I don’t do [Greek],
I’ll clean all the bathrooms that weekend.’ She
will check the chart, and if she catches you, you
probably won’t do it again.”
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Write down your goals
If you set a goal, write it down. If you’ve ever set a goal for
yourself, chances are good you did so around New Year’s Day.
The literature about goal setting says there are two reasons
most people don’t keep their resolutions: Their goals are not
realistic and they are not measurable. Someone recently told
me they were going to go work on Greek an hour every day.
It won’t happen! You won’t do it. Start at 5-10 minutes, and
you will certainly do it, and that can grow. Start with a habit
that is realistic. I’m going to give an inspirational word next:
Aim low. Set realistic goals. Why do I keep my “Daily Dose of
Greek” at two minutes? Because research shows people stop
watching videos at 90 seconds. You’re not going to do all of
this. This is overwhelming; don’t do all of this. But pick one
of these things, and say, “I can do that.”
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GET EXPERT HELP
When you’re really sick, you go to the doctor. When your car
is broken, you go to the mechanic. When something is wrong
with your plumbing, you go to the plumber. What does it look
like to seek expert help for your Greek? It could be taking a
class at the seminary, it could be hiring a Ph.D. student to
Skype with you and help you with your Greek once a week.
Why do people pay a personal trainer when they could just
go exercise? Because it really helps to have someone there
with you who knows what they’re doing and is pushing you,
and that’s just as true academically.
There was a Freakanomics podcast, “How to Be Great at
Just About Anything,” which looked at research of the psychologist Anders Erickson. He studied athletes, doctors, and
artists who were at their peak performance to discover what
made them excellent. Malcolm Gladwell, who popularized
his work, wrote that 10,000 hours will make you great at anything. When they interviewed Erickson, it was not just the
amount of time you invest. It’s also dependent on deliberate
practice. It requires working on areas to improve your skills,
often with an expert’s guided assistance. So, don’t just do
something over and over again, but do it deliberately, especially with expert help.
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Visualize the future
God has given us imaginations so that we can imagine what
the future could be. Boyce and Broadus over 150 years ago
imagined what the future it could be for the seminary and
here we are — beyond anything they could have expected.
We see this in sports with people like Michael Phelps; before
he swims, he sees the whole race in his mind. God has given
us visual memory to inspire and keep us on track.
In a recent Guidestone retirement newsletter, they
reported a study where half of the people in a group were
shown age progression software to show them what they
would look like when they were 70 or 80 years old. Participants who saw the age progression were told, “This is what
you’re going to look like. Your body looks frail. Imagine you
need money, so you get up at 4 a.m. to work at the grocery,
stocking shelves, to get food on the table.” The other half of
the group received no coached vizualization of the future.
It’s no surprise that the people who envisioned themselves
in retirement ended up saving twice as much money as the
control group because they emotionally connected with a
vision of the future they did not want to have.
We could say the same thing with your Greek. Imagine
that your grandkids are pulling your books off the shelf and

“Don’t just do something over and
over again, but do it deliberately,
especially with expert help.”

they say, What’s this book that’s all dusty? “Oh that’s my
Greek New Testament?” Do you read Greek? “No, I used to.”
Why can’t you read it? Can you read this, Granddad? Can
you read this one word? “I can’t read that word.”
On the other hand, imagine that you’re 85, and that you
have a Greek New Testament with the cover torn off and
every page is crinkled with sweat and writing. And when
you want to pick up the New Testament, you don’t pick up
an English Bible but you pick up your Greek New Testament,
which you’ve read through many times. Which vision do you
want to your life to be about?
This article was adapted from the opening plenary session
of the Jan. 13-14 Alumni Academy on “The Minister and His
Greek New Testament,” presented by Robert L. Plummer,
professor of New Testament Interpretation and co-author
of the forthcoming book Greek for Life, which releases in
August through Baker Publishing Group.

NEW

GOD HAS REVEALED HIMSELF
The Bible’s teaching on God’s love, holiness, and sovereignty is often met with questions about human responsibility, suffering,
and evil. If God is in control of everything, can we make free choices? If God is good and all-powerful, how can we account for
natural disasters and moral atrocities? In None Other: Discovering the God of the Bible, Dr. John MacArthur shows that the best
way to discover the one true God is not through philosophical discourse but a careful study of Scripture.
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HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

A.T. Robertson’s unsinkable Greek grammar
By Adam Winters
T. Robertson’s most inf luential academic accomplishment wa s the
publication of his Grammar of the
Greek New Testament in 1914. This work elevated
his scholarly reputation around the world and
established him as a perennial authority for the
study of biblical Greek. Totaling over 1,300 pages,
the book was an impressive magnum opus, but it
would never have come into existence apart from
great personal struggle.
The dream of a new grammar of the Greek
New Testament began with John A. Broadus,
one of the seminary’s founders and Robertson’s father-in-law. Broadus’ initial goal was
to recruit Robertson to help him revise George
Winer’s 1825 grammar, but Robertson recognized even a substantial revision would be an
insufficient solution. The world needed an
entirely new work, and Broadus blessed Robertson’s effort to fill the gap.
Robertson composed the entire manuscript by hand, resulting in a three-foot-tall
stack of manuscripts. Robertson possessed
notoriously messy handwriting, making his
manuscripts exceedingly difficult to decipher.
This problem was compounded by the fact that
the nature of the project included a plethora
of ancient Greek terms unfamiliar to potential publishers who did not share his detailed
understanding of the biblical languages. Considering the uncertainty as to whether so
technical a book would sell well and the added
difficulty of typesetting the work, Robertson’s
masterpiece sat dormant for nearly two years and was
at risk of f loundering in unpublished obscurity.
Eventually, Robertson found a New York-based
publisher willing to take the financial plunge but only
upon the condition that Robertson himself would raise
endowment for the typesetting plates. Robertson soon
discovered this process would entail a titanic personal
cost, one beyond his initial estimations. After accounting
for corrections and multiple type resets, the total charges
approached $10,000. Determined to share his creation
with the world, he set to work raising capital anywhere

Jr., together with his sisters Lucie and Mattie,
happily wrote Robertson a $1,500 check once
they understood his need to endow the Grammar’s plates. With the cooperation of President
E.Y. Mullins, the seminary also advocated on
Robertson’s behalf, encouraging donors to help
bring the Grammar to print, and created a faculty publishing fund. Additionally, Robertson’s
publisher encouraged him to make a strong
appeal to ministers to order advance subscriptions of the Grammar at “the very low selling
price” of $5 per copy (approximately $120 by
contemporary standards).
All the perseverance paid off once Robertson’s
Grammar finally saw print on June 12, 1914,
nearly 400 years after the initial publication
of Erasmus’ historic Greek New Testament. It
received high critical praise and enduring popular success, setting a new standard for the study
of biblical Greek in the 20th century. The first
edition nearly sold out by the end of the year, and
over the next nine years it was continuously re-released through four editions.
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In addition to the A. T. Robertson Papers, visitors to the SBTS Archives & Special Collections
are invited to view Robertson’s original handwritten manuscripts and a first edition copy of
Robertson’s Grammar which he personally signed
for the Lucie and Mattie Norton.
Everett Gill, A. T. Robertson: A Biography (New York:
The MacMillan Company, 1943), 161 – 62.
2
Gill, A. T. Robertson: A Biography, 161.
3
Walter Petersen to A. T. Robertson, June 11, 1914, A. T. Robertson
Papers, Box 3. SBTS Archives & Special Collections.
1

money could be found. He implored bank presidents and
wealthy friends to join a coalition of patrons to endow
the project. He even borrowed on the full value of his
life insurance policy. Robertson reportedly became so
frustrated at the growing expenses and frustration that
he wished his unpublished Grammar sink to the bottom
of the Atlantic Ocean.
Coming to Robertson’s rescue was the Norton family,
as several members shared Robertson’s Baptist convictions and possessed both wealth and a philanthropic
spirit. Southern Seminary trustee George W. Norton

S. S. Broadus to A. T. Robertson, October 27, 1913, Robertson
Papers, SBTS. W. C. Bittiny to A. T. Robertson, November 13,
1913, Robertson Papers, SBTS.
5
Gregory A. Wills, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1859
– 2009 (Oxford University Press, 2009), 269.
6
Wills, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 269.
4
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From a 540 to the 10/40
A SK ATEBOARDER’S JOURNEY TO SBTS
By Myriah Snyder
reddy Sinarahua almost didn’t make it to
the meeting he thought was a job interview
because he had plans to be hungover that morning. He’d just finished college and now passed his time
partying his life away as a semi-pro skateboarder in Lima,
Peru. He spent his days giving lessons at the skate park
and representing his brand — and his evenings drinking, smoking and partying. For some reason though, he
couldn’t bring himself to go out and party the night before.
“Freddy, you need to get a job,” his mother had been
telling him. “You went to college for five years. It’s not
possible that you’re going to keep doing what you are
doing right now, which is nothing.”
Figuring he might be able to get a job as an interpreter,
Sinarahua attended a meeting where Brian Henderson,
an International Mission Board missionary, told him
they didn’t have any such jobs for him. But Henderson
said Sinarahua could attend their English lessons and
get to know a few of their interpreters.
Sinarahua was angry to have his time wasted, and was
not interested in waking up sober every Saturday morning
to attend English lessons. Besides, between the time he’d
spent studying abroad in the United States, fine-tuning his
English, listening to American music, and communicating
with American skaters, he was proficient in English.
“No sir. Thank you for your time, but this is not for
me,” Sinarahua said, and forgot all about the meeting.
Two weeks later, his mother’s words came back to
mind and he found himself reluctantly attending an
English class just to tell his mother he was looking for a
job. This class, though, was different. “They were opening
the Bible, reading one chapter, and just going through all
the words and taking them and putting them in different
contexts and things like that,” he recounted.
“At the very end, the guy said, ‘Okay, before we leave,
Arturo is going to pray.’ I remembered that praying was
folding my hands and saying the Lord’s Prayer like a good
Catholic. I was ready for it,” said Sinarahua, who grew up
Catholic but hadn’t prayed since he was 15.
But Arturo prayed differently than Sinarahua had
ever heard. He had a conversation with God. “Dear God,
thank you so much for everybody. Go with them as they
go back home. Be with them. Let them come next week,”
he prayed. Sinarahua opened his eyes out of curiosity. “I

Henderson’s wife, asked. “What do you mean, when did I
come to know the Lord? I don’t think I’ve been introduced
to this Lord you’re talking about,” he replied. Clearly
stunned, Sinarahua recounts, she looked at his friend
sitting beside him, “Say what? Freddy has been coming
to all the English lessons and Bible studies, and he’s not
a believer yet? What’s happening here?”
“It was the truth, you know,” he says now. “I was there,
but I was not a believer. I was experiencing all these
things, but I was not a believer.” He was a “good person,”
he explained. He was kind to those who showed him
kindness. He was a “cool guy at the skate park,” but at
night, he had also been the guy who would party hard
with his skate buddies.
Felicia immediately opened the Scriptures and “everything that I started to learn with all these English lessons
and Bible studies and all the time I spent with these
people, it started to make sense to me,” he said.
Sinarahua was “convinced by the Scripture,” and
everything that he had been taught took on new meaning.
“Yes, I want to become a believer! I want to follow Christ!
I want to do that,” he pled. “I prayed myself, then they
prayed for me, then we all prayed. We kept on praying.
Then we had a party — not like the parties I was used to.”
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thought it was very cool. That was something that kept
me coming back.”
At the invitation of his new friends and because they
told him there would be American food (he says that he
never turns down food), Saturday morning English lessons turned into Tuesday night Bible studies. Soon after,
those extended to Wednesday and Thursday evenings.
Before long, Sinarahua had gone from his life as a 24/7
partier to spending hours each week studying Scripture.
But he still wasn’t a believer.
Seven months later, he sat in Bible study. “Freddy,
tell us, when did you come to know the Lord?” Felicia,

‘A different person’
Now, less than five years later, Sinarahua is in his third
semester at Southern Seminary. His location, lifestyle,
and life purpose have drastically changed from when he
started his undergraduate degree in Lima, Peru.
After Sinarahua became a believer, his day-to-day lifestyle changed dramatically. He began to pour his time
into mission trips, working as an interpreter with groups
that would come from the states. A mere two weeks after
professing Christ, Sinarahua met a group from Grace
Baptist Church in Somerset, Kentucky — the church that
would eventually become his sponsor in America.
Todd Meadows, the youth pastor at Grace, immediately
saw that Sinarahua was “unique” and a “self-starter.”
“I really felt like from day one he didn’t see himself as a
hired gun for interpreting,” said Meadows, who was instrumental in encouraging Sinarahua to go to Southern and now
considers him to be part of his family. “He understood that
God had called him to share the gospel. When our teams
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came down, we were the same. We were both missionaries.
We were both going to take the gospel to the people of Peru.”
There were times during their mission trip that
Meadows would see Sinarahua sharing the gospel
independently in situations where he wasn’t even
interpreting for the team. Later, when Meadows would
ask about the conversation, Sinarahua would reply,
“Oh, I shared the gospel with this lady and she was
telling me about her past.”
“He just naturally had a concern for people and their
condition as being lost. He knew the good news. He had a
desire to tell them,” Meadows said.
After dedicating a lot of time to mission trips and only
a little to skateboarding, Sinarahua returned to skating
with intentions to start a ministry for skaters. He had
high hopes of using the respect that his skills demanded
in the world of skating to reach other skaters. Yet, while
attempting to land a trick at his first competition back, he
ripped his ACL, resulting in his not being able to walk for a
short time and, he thought, never being able to skate again.
“I was very mad at God,” Sinarahua said. He asked, “God,
how are all these other guys partying and drunk and on
drugs and they keep skating, and now that I want to serve

you and start a skate ministry, you just take the ability
away from me?” However, Sinarahua said that in God’s
goodness, he put people in his life to show him that his
skating ministry didn’t have to be over.
Through just going to his skate park and faithfully
teaching others, sharing trick tips, and giving away much
of his gear, he began to form relationships. “I finally understood that my desire was to reach out to the skateboarders
but I was doing it the wrong way,” Sinarahua explained.
“I thought, because of my ability with the skateboard, the
kids are going to listen to me – to me, not to the gospel
or to Christ.” But he began to understand that simply
being faithful and investing in others was the way God
would open doors for him to spread the good news. Soon,
he was not only mentoring a 9-year-old boy, but he was
also having “intimidating” skaters in his home to share
Bible stories. Through the time they spent together, God
started to work in some of their lives.
Two years later, Sinarahua received the opportunity to
come to Kentucky to get his ACL repaired. While staying
with the Meadows family, he visited Southern Seminary
for a pastor’s conference. Unbeknownst to him, his friends
had set up an interview for him. Sinarahua loved the school,

but was still very unsure about the idea of seminary. “Well,
Freddy, it’s up to you now. You decide,” they challenged.
Although Sinarahua prolonged the application process
and had to wait for God to provide funding to move to the
states for his M.Div., he saw God work in “miraculous”
ways to bring him to Kentucky, and he finally started
school at Southern in January 2016.
Now he is preparing to go overseas to work with Syrians.
“My heart right now is set on the Middle East,” he
said. But it wasn’t until recently, though, that he realized that Louisville is home to around 7,000 Syrian
refugees. “I always thought I was going to go there
(Syria) because I’m passionate about the Syrians and
there are Syrians coming here!”
He is now using his passion for the Syrian people and
his desire to share the gospel with the lost to plug into a
ministry that reaches out to Syrian families and refugees
while he’s studying in Kentucky.
“It’s pretty cool. I just realized that God didn’t only
bring me to Southern Seminary, but he brought me to
Louisville because all of these people that I want to work
with are here already. That for me is confirmation that
I am in the right place.”
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SEEN AT SOUTHERN
ON FEB. 14,

Southern Seminary President

R. Albert Mohler Jr. delivered the
invocation at the State Capitol for the
Kentucky House of Representatives.
Later in the day, Mohler and Kentucky Gov.
Matt Bevin addressed a gathering of state
legislators at the Governor’s Mansion.

GREEk pep-talk
“Reading the Bible in translation is like kissing your
new bride through a veil.”
—Jewish poet
“We will not long preserve
the gospel without the
languages. The languages
are the sheath in which
the sword of the Spirit is
contained. They are the
casket in which this jewel
is enshrined. They are the
vessel in which this wine is
held. They are the larder
in which this food is stored,
and they are the baskets in
which are kept the loaves
and fishes and fragments.
If through our neglect we
shall let the languages go,
we shall lose the gospel.”
—martin luther

“It was not for empty fame or
childish pleasure that in my
youth, I grasped at the polite
literature of the ancients and
by late hours gained some
slight mastery of Greek and
Latin. It has been my cherished
wish to cleanse the Lord’s
temple of barbarous ignorance
and to adorn it with treasures
brought from afar, such as
may kindle in hearts a warm
love for the Scriptures.”
—Erasmus

“The faithful
interpreter and
preacher of God’s
Word should make
it his goal to be
the best student
of the Greek New
Testament that he
can possibly be. To
be sure, there’s
much to be gained
from the study of
English translations, but there
are some insights
and interpretations that can only
be derived through
the study of Greek.”
—Jerry Vines

“I have never
looked into the
Greek New Testament five minutes
without finding
something I never
saw before.”
—a.t. robertson

toolsofthetrade

Try one of these resources the next time you sit down with your
Greek New Testament, as suggested by Rob Plummer.

daily
dose
of
greek

dailydoseofgreek.com

Exegetical
Guide to
the Greek
New
Testament

“It’s two minutes a day. It’s

bhacademic.com
/series/eggnt/

not where I want people to

“This is like a Greek exege-

bible
arc

biblearc.com
“Get the

Greek New Testament

master
new
testament
greek
masterntgreek.com

“In this system, you read
the easiest books in the New
Testament first and you learn

stay in their ability with

sis course in a paperback. It’s

Greek, but it’s a good place

like having a Greek scholar

to begin. If you have a habit,

sit down with you and phrase-

2 John, then 3 John. Over a

you start a habit of reading

by-phrase explain to you

period of time, you learn all

my Greek every day, and then

difficult forms and construc-

the vocabulary in the New

that can grow into a lot more.”

tions. These volumes are

Testament as you read the

fantastic for preachers to stay

book in which it appears.”

on your phone for free.”

vocabulary at the same time.
So start with 1 John, then do

in the Greek New Testament.”

MASTER
NEW TESTAMENT

GREEK
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SEMINARY CLINIC HOURS

Staff, students, and their immediate
family members are provided a health
maintenance program through the clinic,
located on the second floor of the campus
center, Honeycutt 213.
Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
More information and price listings
are found on the clinic website,
sbts.edu/clinic.

MARCH

07
TU E S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Charlie Dates
10 a.m.

08
M O N DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

MORNING CHILDCARE

Parents can drop off their children at the
Health and Rec Center (second floor of
Honeycutt) for morning childcare up to three
days per week, 9 a.m. – noon, per federal law.
The cost is $10 per child, ages 6 weeks – 10
years. Childcare will be closed Nov. 23-25.

09
TH U R S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Timothy McCoy
10 a.m.

SBTS LIST

SBTS Student Life, Campus Technology,
and Communications are excited to bring
you SBTS List, which allows students
and student spouses within the seminary
community to market items and services
in a safe environment. Think Craigslist, but
exclusive to the SBTS community. You must
have either a student or faculty/staff email
address or be the spouse of a student in order
to create a profile and buy/sell items on SBTS
List. Register at sbtslist.com.
SEWING CLASS

A sewing class led by Barbara Gentry is
open for anyone connected to the seminary.
The class meets in Fuller 34 every Monday
from 6 – 7:30 p.m. The class provides all the
equipment & supplies needed, but you may
bring your own machine. Any experience
level is welcome. Knitting and basic
crocheting can also be taught. As a bonus,
join the class for great fellowship.

10
F R I DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Date Night In
HRC | 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Impacting the World of Islam
Legacy Hotel | 5:30 p.m.

11
SATU R DAY

SWI Seminary Saturday
Legacy Hotel | 9 a.m.

13
M O N DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

14
TU E S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Anthony Jordan
10 a.m.

15
WE D N E S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

16
TH U R S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | McCall Leadership
Lecture
10 a.m.

17
F R I DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Global Connections Lunch
Library Basement | Noon
<Renown Youth Conference
<2017 Southeast Region ETS

23
TH U R S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Rick Holland
10 a.m.

24
F R I DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Church Planting 101
Library Basement | 10 a.m.
Boyce Preview Day

27
M O N DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

28
TU E S DAY

18
SATU R DAY

Renown Youth Conference>
2017 Southeast Region ETS>

20
M O N DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

21
TU E S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Jim Richards
10 a.m.

22
WE D N E S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Donald Whitney
10 a.m.

29
WE D N E S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

30
TH U R S DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Chapel | Eric Geiger
10 a.m.

31
F R I DAY

Morning childcare
HRC | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

“
Do the work of an

evangelist ”
2 Timothy 4:5

REACH EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

MARCH 27 & 28, 2017

Severns Valley Baptist Church
1100 Ring Road, Elizabethtown, KY
www.kybaptist.org/reach
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$15 REGISTRATION
for SBTS Students!

Coupon Code: SBTSStudent
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Questions
with

RALEIGH SADLER
Founder, Let My People Go; director
of justice ministries, Metropolitan New
York Baptist Association

1

2

3

What books would you
recommend for seminary
students to learn about
social justice issues?

What passages of Scripture
drive and sustain your vision
for justice ministries?

What TV shows and movies best
reflect your experience of living
in New York City?

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH,

2 CO R I NTH IAN S 11 :30 -1 2 :1 0 shows me
God works through our weaknesses. This
hermeneutic of vulnerability reminds me
that God is at work. On vulnerability, also
Isaiah 1:17 and Matthew 25. On the justice
of God: Isaiah 61:8.

MOVIES: Every now and again, I see
how true Seinfield is. How I Met Your
Mother also speaks to certain social and
cultural dynamics of living in NYC. The
indie movie Paterson, directed by Jim
Jarmusch, focuses on nearby Paterson,
New Jersey, and reminds me of how the
confluence of cultures in NYC impacts
my daily life.

Tim Chester’s Good News for the Poor and
Tim Keller’s Ministries of Mercy capture
gospel-driven justice and mercy. And
then there’s another book by Jim Martin
at International Justice Mission, The
Just Church. Our strategy for equipping
the local church to fight human trafficking through loving vulnerable people has
flown out of those books and the reading
of Scripture.

