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on spiritual gifts
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the Southern Seminary faculty.

A new student’s guide to your new city

Thomas Schreiner wants to help you use
your gifts for the good of others.
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Welcome to the new format for Towers.
We have a couple of things to announce, the

TH EOLO GY FORUM

first of which (a redesign) you’re holding in

B Y HERSHA EL YORK | PAG E F IVE

your hands. Second, Towers now prints

four times a year instead of 10: in September, November, February, and April. This

‘open’ or ‘closed’
communion?

goes in hand with a new format for Towers
Weekly, your Monday morning newsletter

AUTHOR INTERVIEW

about news, events, and announcements.
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We hope you enjoy the changes.
—
A N D R E W J .W. S M I T H , E D I T O R

thomas r. schreiner
FEATURE A RTICLE
B Y A NDREW J.W. SMITH | PAG E TEN

get to know your city

TH REE QUESTIO NS
WITH A LISTA IR B EG G | PAG E TWENTY

how to prep for preaching
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COMMUNITY
S MA RT

THE BRIEFING

what you
need to know

—
R. ALBERT MOHLER JR.

IN ITS NINTH SEASON, THE BRIEFING HELPS LISTENERS

AND ANNOUNCEMENTS AT

THE CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW. HERE ARE TWO HIGHLIGHTS

SOUTHERN SEMINARY

FROM THE LAST MONTH, BUT BE SURE TO LISTEN TO THE
BRIEFING WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS.

SEPTEMBER
Friday, September 7
Fall Festival, 6 – 10 p.m.
Tuesday, September 11
Boyce: Ice Cream at the
DeKlavon’s: Dikaios, 6:30 – 9 p.m.
Friday, September 14
Boyce: Coffeehouse at Carver
lounge and patio, 7 – 10 p.m.
Monday, September 17
Boyce: Hall Ball, 9:30 – 11:30 p.m.
September 21-22
Andrew Fuller Conference
Tuesday, September 25
Boyce: Ice Cream with the
DeKlavon’s: Kaleo, 6:30 – 9 p.m.
September 26-27
Mullins Lectures
Philip Ryken
Friday, September 28
Boyce Preview Day
Boyce: Friday Night Fires in the
Mullins Courtyard, 8:30 – 11 p.m.

OCTOBER
October 1-5
Fall Reading Days
October 8-12
Heritage Week
Thursday, October 11
Boyce: Girls’ Night Out, 7- 9 p.m.
Friday, October 12
SBTS Preview Day
October 16-17
Gheens Lectures
Michael Reeves
Thursday, October 18
Boyce: Open Dorms (Doulos),
6 – 10 p.m.
Friday, October 19
Boyce: Coffeehouse at Mullins
Courtyard, 8:30 – 11 p.m.
Friday, October 26
Boyce: Fall Party, 5 – 10 p.m.
October 26-27
SBTS Theology Conference
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GREAT COMMISSION RACE
Register now to run the 11th annual
Great Commission 5K (Sept. 29),
a registered course starting and
finishing on campus and running
along Cherokee Park’s Scenic Loop.
Proceeds from the race help support
Southern Seminary students ministering around the world through the
Bevin Center for Missions Mobilization. To register, contact the Bevin
Center for Missions Mobilization at
missions.sbts.edu.
WIVES OF PH.D. STUDENTS
INVITED TO ADELPHAI SOCIETY
EVENT
All Ph.D. wives are invited to the
Mohler Residence for the upcoming
Adelphai Society event, “Loving
Your Ph.D. Years: Proper Perspective
for Ph.D. Wives.” It will be September 11 at 7 p.m. RSVP to this event by
emailing adelphai@sbts.edu.
JOIN SOUTHERN EXPEDITIONS
IN ISRAEL
Boyce College and Southern Seminary students are invited to join
professors Duane Garrett and Daniel
Gurtner for an 11-day expedition
to Israel in Winter 2019. The trip
is January 5-15, 2019, and will give
students an opportunity to experience the world of the Bible firsthand
with world-class scholars. Students
are able to earn three hours of course
credit. More information is available
at sbts.edu/expeditions.
JENKINS CENTER
INTERNATIONAL POTLUCK
The Jenkins Center for the Christian Understanding of Islam will
host an international potluck on
Friday, October 19 at 5:30 p.m. in
Legacy 303. Come and enjoy food
from around the world and watch a
film about how Muslims live in the
Middle East. The event is free. Sign
up at jenkins.sbts.edu.
MAKE USE OF GREEK
AND HEBREW TUTORS
Need some help with Greek or
Hebrew? The Center for Student
Success provides tutoring for
both languages every semester.
The Hebrew tutor is available on
Monday 9 – 10:30 a.m. in Study
Room No. 3 and Wednesday 3 – 4:30
p.m. in study room no. 2 on the third
floor of the Library. The Greek tutor
is available on Wednesday 2:30 – 4
p.m. and Thursday 8 – 9:30 a.m. both
in Study Room No. 2 on the third
floor of the library.

FR OM

SM AR T

PE OPLE

theology forum
—
H E R S H A E L W. Y O R K

PROCESS MAJOR CULTURAL EVENTS THROUGH A GRID:

A LOOK AT NEWS, EVENTS,

TH OUGHTS

ANDY STANLEY, ONCE AGAIN, MAKES AN ARGUMENT
THAT SUBVERTS THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
F R I D A Y, A U G U S T 1 0 , 2 0 1 8
Marcion was embarrassed by the Old Testament and so are many modern people. But the
embarrassment comes through clearly in Andy Stanley’s comments in the interview. He spoke
of people who have lost their faith because they read the Old Testament and then said this,
“It’s the same God, but he was doing two different things. All that differentiating between
those things is so important. Again, in this sermon, I said, ‘Hey, it’s time we face the facts
and unhitch our faith and our practice from some of those Old Testament values that we can
appreciate in their original context, but we really don’t have any business dragging them into
a modern context.’”
Just like Marcion, he argues that the church must unhitch from the Old Testament. He
actually says, “I am convinced for the sake of this generation and the next generation, we have
to rethink our apologetic as Christians, and the less we depend on the Old Testament to prop
up our New Testament faith, the better because of where we are in this culture.” The church
cannot unhitch from the Old Testament without unhitching from the gospel Jesus preached.

‘ATOMIC BOMB’ DROPPED ON PAPACY AND
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
W E D N E S D A Y, A U G U S T 2 7, 2 0 1 8
This one of the biggest stories in international religious life over the course of our lifetimes. It
was the story that broke on Saturday that the former papal nuncio to the United States, that’s the
ambassador from the Vatican to the United States of America, had released a lengthy written personal testimony indicating that the highest leadership in the Vatican had known about much of
the sexual corruption in America. And had he known specifically about the allegations against the
former Cardinal Archbishop of Washington, D.C., Theodore McCarrick, as far back as the year 2000.
But even as that was a bomb, the bigger bomb was that the former papal nuncio, again, the former
Vatican ambassador to the United States of America, stated that he personally had discussed this
corruption, the corruption that attached Cardinal McCarrick to Pope Francis, the current pope,
and had done so years ago — years before the story broke that led to the action of the Vatican requiring McCarrick to resign as Cardinal and, of course, the legal proceedings that are now unfolding
around him.
If all of these headlines were not sufficiently troubling, the Vatican News Agency announced
that Pope Francis, returning to Rome from his papal visit to Ireland, had told reporters that he
would answer not a word in relation to Archbishop Vigano’s claims. As the Vatican News Agency
reports, quote, “Asked whether it was true that Archbishop Carlo Vigano, the statement’s author,
had informed him in 2013 about Cardinal McCarrick’s alleged sexual misconduct with Priests and
Seminarians and if it was true that Benedict XVI had previously imposed sanctions on the former
Cardinal, the Pope said he was distracted by the previous question and would have preferred to talk
about the trip. The Pope’s statement, quote, ‘I read the statement this morning. And I must tell you
sincerely that I must say this, to you and all those who are interested, read the statement carefully
and make your own judgment.’ He continued, ‘I will not say a single word on this.’”
The most important dimension of this development yesterday is that in response to the credible
and extensive written claims made by a former senior Vatican official and Archbishop, the Pope
did not say the one thing he might have said that would have been clear. That would have been this,
“It didn’t happen. I didn’t know. That is not true. The Cardinal is wrong.” He didn’t say that. And in
one sense, not saying that seems to say in this context almost everything.
I think Ross Douthat of the New York Times got to the bottom of what’s going on here about as
succinctly as possible: If the Archbishop is telling a lie, then it needs to be exposed immediately
and there should be plenty of evidence to demonstrate the lie. But if he’s telling the truth, then this
is the most explosive development imaginable in the recent history of Roman Catholicism. This
is an archbishop, former papal nuncio to the United States of America, openly demanding that
the current pope of the Roman Catholic Church resign because he is a part of the coverup of
priestly child sex abuse.

WHAT IS “OPEN” OR
“CLOSED” COMMUNION —
AND WHY DOES IT MATTER?
Recent years have seen a healthy re-examination and reinvigoration of Baptist ecclesiology.
Pastors and theologians regularly discuss issues
related to a regenerate church membership, discipline, and matters related to governance and
polity. On the other hand, baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, the ordinances themselves, seem to have
received less attention than they merit in a robust
biblical Baptist ecclesiology.
As far back as the First London Confession
(1644), Baptists rejected the word “sacrament”
because of its implication that the rites are an
actual means of grace by which the participant
gains something more than he had already
through Christ, in favor of the more accurate
“ordinance” because both baptism and the Lord’s
Supper are commands of Jesus to those who have
already received saving grace. Additionally,
Baptists have always named them specifically
as church ordinances, to
be observed in the context
and under the authority
of a local church. This
may seem unimportant
or inconsequential, but
a nebulous ecclesiology
ultimately clouds soteriology as well.
The question of who
may partake of the Lord’s
Supper is important precisely because it reflects
on both doctrines. When
a church observes communion, who is eligible to sit at the Lord’s table?
Is everyone eligible? All believers? All baptized
believers? Only Baptists? Only church members?
Baptists have historically debated this question
with three possible answers. Open communion is
the position that all believers present when a local
church observes the Lord’s Supper may partake.
Alternatively, the close communion view maintains that only those who are saved, properly
baptized, and in fellowship with a church of like
faith and order — meaning holding to the same
basic doctrine as the observing church — may sit
at the Lord’s Table. Finally, closed communion is
the most restrictive position, asserting that since
communion is connected to discipline, only members of the local church can partake.
In all candor, neither the Abstract of Principles nor any iteration of the Baptist Faith
and Message (1925, 1963, 2000) allows for open
communion. While an autonomous church can
certainly remove all restrictions for communion, it cannot do so and claim to be within any
Southern Baptist confession of faith. The Baptist Faith and Message 2000 defines baptism as
immersion, as symbolic, as a “church ordinance”
and as “prerequisite” to the Lord’s Supper which
is observed by the “members of the church.”
In contrast, open communion recognizes any

baptism or no baptism, any church membership
or no church membership, and makes membership and participation in its responsibilities
optional and immaterial. Meaningful discipline
is impossible in a church that practices open communion because the church cannot withdraw
fellowship when it extends the privilege of communion to anyone who happens to be present.
How can a church excommunicate when it has
no requirements for communicants?
Often, a pastor serving the Lord’s Supper will
say something generic like, “This is the Lord’s
table, not our table. We don’t have any right to
deny anyone from partaking so long as your heart
is right with God.” That may sound kind, but it
contradicts the Baptist Faith and Message, not
to mention the New Testament, on several points.
If baptism is indeed prerequisite to the Lord’s
Supper (as most Baptist confessions of faith
straightforwardly state), then those who were
sprinkled, baptized before conversion, or baptized with a sacramental purpose are not properly
baptized and do not meet the qualifications for
partaking. They do not
have Scriptural baptism
— which is always the
immersion of a believer
and is symbolic upon
one’s profession of faith.
The observance of open
communion suggests that
the timing, means, purpose, and administrator
of baptism are irrelevant
to obedience to Christ
or participation in the
life of the church. While
churches who claim the
Baptist Faith and Message 2000 as their doctrinal statement may practice either close or closed
communion, open communion is impossible to
reconcile with its definitions and doctrines.
Those who argue for closed communion do so
on the basis of the close connection between discipline and the Lord’s Supper. In 1 Corinthians 5:11,
Paul instructs the church at Corinth “not even to
eat” with the offending member that they are putting out of the church. Those who believe that the
Lord’s Supper is limited to members of a particular
church understand this to mean that the former
member who is being disciplined is ineligible to
partake of the ordinance. Jesus says something
similar in Matthew 18:17: “Let him be to you as a
Gentile or a tax collector.” That does not mean to
have no contact with that person, but rather not
to “eat” at the Lord’s table.
Proponents of close communion, on the other
hand, argue that just as churches of “like faith
and order” recognize each other’s authority in
baptism and discipline, they can similarly offer
communion to a properly baptized member in
good standing of a sister church. In either case, the
pastor needs to be clear when he presides so that
those present can genuinely examine themselves
and know if they may partake.
Pastors and churches often lower the bar either

“

When we connect
communion to
the local church,
not only do we
elevate the meaning of membership,
we exalt Christ.

”

Continued on page 16
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main course
—
S. CRAIG SANDERS

THERE ARE A LOT OF THINGS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO THE
S E M I N A R Y S T U D E N T — M I N I S T R Y, W O R K , F A M I L Y, A N D P E R S O N A L
S P I R I T U A L G R OW T H . B U T D O N ’ T L O S E S I G H T O F T H I S FA C T: YO U
A R E H E R E T O S T U D Y. T H I S S E R I E S O F A R T I C L E S H O P E S T O M A K E
THAT RESPONSIBILITY MORE MANAGEABLE.

For many, the academic rigor of master’s-level
seminary work is daunting. S. Craig Sanders,
former editor of Towers and an SBTS M.Div. graduate, offers a few tips and words of advice below.
I often hesitate to offer academic advice because
I recognize we’re all wired differently. What
worked for me may not be the best approach for
everyone. The type of advice I needed in seminary was to focus on my marriage and build
friendships both inside and outside the seminary. I’m glad I heeded that advice. But other
students need advice on academic preparation,
either to make it a higher priority and pause on
other commitments or to adjust their academic
priorities in light of career or ministry goals.
Nevertheless, there are tips that apply almost
universally to seminary students. We all live an
age of distraction and most students will have to
balance family and work alongside school. Here
are four things to keep you tethered to seminary
and to leave much wiser than when you arrived:

FIND YOUR STUDY PLACE
Whether it’s somewhere in your home, a hidden
nook in the seminary, or a coffee shop, figure
out as soon as possible the best place for you
to read and write undisturbed. Depending on
how crammed your home or schedule is, you
may only have one spot. Wherever it is, make
sure it’s a place where you have absolute confidence it’s there when you need it. Don’t settle
for an especially busy coffee shop or study space
where you might not get an open table when you
most need it. If it’s a space in your home, let your
spouse or roommate know that you’ve set apart
this place for studying. I’ve found this to be the
most essential aspect of my study routine, and
it helps the rest flow naturally.

MAKE A PLAN AND STICK TO IT
First, create a schedule with your class times and
meetings, and designate blocks for reading and
writing. Place that schedule in multiple places so
you don’t forget about appointments. Once, I was
working 40 hours per week on second shift (2:3011:30 p.m.) all while taking nine credit hours. The
only way for me to survive academically was to
know what assignment I would be working on
and when during the precious windows of time
I had available on my schedule.
Second, start your paper research at the
beginning of the semester. Begin by gathering
resources and pick a topic as soon as you are able.
Keep a line open in your mind to think about
questions you want to ask and claims you want
to make in your argument — when an idea grabs
hold of that line, make sure you have a way to
write it down. Often the best things I’ve written

started as ideas that grabbed my attention while
I was in the shower or trying to fall asleep.
Finally, be flexible. Circumstances may arise
that set you behind on a major project. As long
as you’re able to chip away at regular assignments and get ahead in other areas, you can
adjust your schedule to make up for lost time
on that final research paper.

NEVER AVOID A CHALLENGE
One of my favorite pieces of bad advice I heard
in college and seminary was, “Don’t take that
professor. That class is way too hard.” Whenever
I encountered that, I accepted the challenge and
immediately signed up. You can’t pass up on difficult situations in ministry, so why should you
take the easy path to prepare?
Now, it may be unwise to take the three most
rigorous seminary classes in the same semester.
But find out what courses will be most challenging for you and start planning how to register
for them the next time they are offered. If you’re
especially nervous about a particular class, ask
around for a student who thrived in the course
and develop a strategy for success. The satisfaction and reward for conquering a challenging
course will far surpass the leisure and fading
knowledge you earned from taking it easy.

LISTEN MORE THAN YOU TALK
This is a precious skill to develop as a student,
and one that will pay off in life, marriage, and
ministry. There are Christians around the world
who long to walk the halls of Southern Seminary
and sit under the teaching of our faculty, and
some of them move thousands of miles away,
unsure when they’ll see their families again for
that very reason. Cherish the time you have to
learn from Southern’s world-renowned faculty.
Put away your laptop and take out a notebook
so you retain more of the information you hear.
Attend the lectures and luncheons: some of the
most inspiring things I learned — wisdom that
inspired my research today —
 I heard outside
the classroom in the lecture halls. Don’t watch
it online if you’re on campus; be there, take it in,
and get to know the visiting scholars. These are
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities. Set aside time
for conversations with professors and fellow students. More times than not, you’ll find the next
step or a new source for a research project unexpectedly just by learning from those around you.
—
S. Craig Sanders is a Ph.D. student in Christian
Theology at Saint Louis University. He graduated
with an M.Div. from Southern Seminary in 2016
and received the Basil Manly Jr. Award for Theological Studies. He served as the editor of Towers,
from 2014-2017.
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NEWS

EBOOK ‘PORN AND THE PASTOR,’
PUBLISHED JOINTLY BY
SOUTHERN EQUIP AND TGC,
ADDRESSES ‘DEADLY’ PROBLEM
By Andrew J.W. Smith

15TH ANNUAL HERITAGE
GOLF CLASSIC RAISED
MORE THAN $200K TO KEEP
TUITION AFFORDABLE
By SBTS Communications

Left to right: John Wilsey (hired in 2017, but officially introduced this fall), Curtis Woods, Amy Crider, Shane Parker, Dominick Hernández, and Lilly Park

NEW PROFESSORS JOIN
SOUTHERN SEMINARY
By Andrew J.W. Smith
Southern Seminary president R. Albert Mohler
Jr. today announced “the most diverse group of
faculty ever to come to Southern Seminary at
one time.” He introduced the five new faculty
members for the 2018-2019 academic year as
part of the opening convocation service for The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and
Boyce College. New faculty members include
Curtis Woods, Lilly Park, Dominick Hernández,
Shane Parker and Amy Crider. Three of the new
faculty members are minorities; two are women.
“I’m glad Southern Seminary is a healthy,
growing institution that needs to add faculty,
and that both Southern Seminary and Boyce
College are the kinds of schools drawing this
quality of faculty,” said Mohler immediately
following the convocation service. “This is a
historic day for us, one that we celebrate Christ.
“Specifically, when you look at these new
scholars and new teachers joining Southern
Seminary, this is an indication of the quality
of those who represent this faculty. It’s a sign
of our investment in the future, and it’s a sign
of God’s blessing on his church of the conviction of these teachers. The most diverse group
of faculty ever to come to Southern Seminary
at one time — that is a sign of the kingdom for
which we are very grateful,” he said.
The new faculty members teach in various disciplines across the seminary and Boyce College.
Curtis Woods, assistant professor of applied
theology, is also the associate executive director
for convention relations for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, a position he has held since 2012. He
earned both his Th.M. and Ph.D. from Southern
Seminary in May 2018.
“I am delighted to serve alongside men and
women who love the gospel and the Lord’s
church,” he said. “I can hardly wait to learn
more about the triune God’s love and work
within human history. I am certain my interactions with staff, students, and faculty will
provide opportunities to lean on the gospel and
the community of faith. I pray my interactions
with others will be marked by kindness and joy.”
Lilly Park, assistant professor of biblical
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counseling, earned her master of divinity (2008)
and doctor of philosophy (2015) from Southern
Seminary. She is a council board member with
the Biblical Counseling Coalition and a certified
member of the Association of Certified Biblical
Counselors (ACBC).
“I’m thrilled to be a part of Southern’s faculty,” she said. “As a female faculty member,
this moment is particularly meaningful to me,
and I’m honored to be a part of this historical
institution in training men and women for ministry. I look forward to equipping students for
ministry challenges by approaching life problems with biblical wisdom.”
Dominick Hernández joins Southern Seminary as assistant professor of Old Testament
interpretation and director of the Hispanic
Online Program. He earned an M.Div. from
Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton,
New Jersey, in 2011 and a Ph.D. from Bar-Ilan
University in Israel in 2016. Hernández is also
the new director of the Online Hispanic Program, which is part of Hispanic Initiatives.
“My family is elated to be here in Louisville,
Kentucky, and we are so blessed with the opportunity to be part of what The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary is doing here in Kentucky and, through the Global Campus, around
the world,” Hernández said. “We believe that
Southern Seminary is not only a place where I
can flourish professionally, but where we can
flourish as a family.”
Shane Parker becomes associate professor of leadership and missions. He earned
an M.A. from Columbia Biblical Seminary in
Columbia, South Carolina, and an M.Div. from
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Wake Forest, North Carolina, and a Ph.D. from
Southern Seminary in 2007.
“Both the current, global reach of Southern
Seminary and the storied tradition of faculty
scholarship and teaching for the sake of the
church make the opportunity to serve on this
faculty a uniquely humbling honor,” Parker
said. “It is particularly meaningful to teach
alongside faculty who have shaped my own
vocational life and, by extension, the lives of
the churches and academic institutions that I
have been privileged to serve.”
Amy Crider is assistant professor of English
at Boyce College. She previously served as the

Writing Center coordinator in the Office of
Student Success at Boyce College and Southern
Seminary, starting in 2011. She earned a Doctor
of Education degree from Southern Seminary
in 2017. She earned her B.A. in English in 1984,
then her M.A. in the same field in 1987 — both
at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. She is
married to Joseph Crider, Ernest and Mildred
Hogan Professor of Church Music and Worship
at Southern Seminary.

“As the Writing Center coordinator in the
Office of Student Success, I have enjoyed the
opportunity of working with many of our
faculty members at both Boyce College and
Southern Seminary,” she said. “Never have
I been on a campus with such esteemed and
respected professors. To be asked to join this faculty is an honor, a privilege, and a stewardship.”
The new faculty members began their terms
officially in August.

YORK INSTALLED AS THEOLOGY SCHOOL
DEAN DURING SBTS CHAPEL
By SBTS Communications
Hershael W. York, who has been Victor and Louise Lester Professor of Christian Preaching since 1997,
was officially installed as dean of the School of Theology during chapel, August 30, at The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. President R. Albert Mohler Jr. announced the hire in June.
“I have been looking forward to this day — for 20-plus years now, Dr. Hershael York has been
such a close and dear colleague to me and to so many here at Southern Seminary,” Mohler said. “To
know Hershael is to know that he is, as the British say, ‘a man in full’ or a man of many parts. He is a
full-blown personality, and he is a passionate follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hershael doesn’t do
anything mildly. He is a man who glories in Christ and glories in the gospel.”
Mohler presented a certificate of installation to York during the ceremony, noting his “confidence in
[York], our joy in this moment, and our great anticipation of years of working together.” Mohler recalled
that York was the only pastor in Kentucky who called Mohler to congratulate him upon his hiring
as president 30 years ago. Within a decade of that phone call, York was hired as preaching professor.
When the hiring was announced in June, York said:
“To be a part of the history of Southern Seminary has been an incredible joy of my life, and now to
be a part of that particular position with those that have filled that role before,” said York, referencing
the deans of School of Theology who came before him. “To be able to be a part of that tradition is an
incredible blessing and joy. I really do believe that Southern Seminary has the greatest evangelical
Continued on page 17

The 15th Heritage Classic, the annual fundraising event for
Southern Seminary, generated a record amount of money at
the August 20 golf tournament.
“This was the 15th annual edition of the Heritage Classic,
and by every measure, it was the most successful,” said Craig
Parker, who is senior vice president for institutional administration at Southern Seminary and who oversees fundraising
efforts at the school. “I’m certain the handful of friends who
gathered in 2004 for the first Heritage Classic could not have
imagined a tournament with more than 100 players raising
more than $200,000 of financial support for the students of
Southern Seminary.”
The scramble-style tournament raised more than $220,000
this year. All of the funds go toward the seminary’s annual fund,
which offsets tuition costs for students. This amount does not
include cash gifts donated on-site at the event.

In total, 27 teams, made up of 108 total players, participated
in the Heritage Classic. The winning team, which scored a 57,
was comprised of Josh Bordas, Josh Brennard, Jim Bernard,
and Tom Vallett.
At the tournament each year, the seminary awards a student
with the Rick Bordas Student Scholarship, named for longtime
Southern Seminary friend Rick Bordas. This year’s winner was
Edward Kintu, who received the award from Bordas’ widow,
Lori Bordas, and his son Josh Bordas.
After the tournament ended, participants gathered in the
clubhouse for dinner and heard from Southern Seminary president R. Albert Mohler Jr. He thanked them for their support of
the seminary. Mohler noted that the average graduate school
student finishes their program with about $160,000 in debt, but
his goal for Southern Seminary and Boyce College is for students to graduate “without a dime” in debt. This is only possible
through aggressive giving that prioritizes the preaching of the
gospel around the world, according to Mohler.
“Debt is one of the greatest killers of ministry — it is one of
the greatest enemies of the Great Commission,” said Mohler.
The 16th Heritage Classic will be played in August 2019
at Big Spring Country Club. More details will be available
soon at sbts.edu.

BOYCE COLLEGE’S TEACHER
EDUCATION PROGRAM RECEIVES
STATE CERTIFICATION
By SBTS Communications
The Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB)
voted Aug. 20 to grant “provisional certification” to Boyce College’s
Teacher Education Program. This represents a major step forward
for one of the school’s fastest-growing degree offerings.
Graduates of the Teacher Education Program, whose degrees
already meet Kentucky curricular requirements, will now be able
to apply directly for a state teaching license. The certification
goes into effect immediately. The provisional status represents a
required three-year probationary period for schools on the path
to full certification.
Boyce education Professor Melissa Tucker, who chairs the school’s
teacher education program, says this new certification contributes the
multifaceted way Boyce College seeks to prepare educators.
“We want to ensure that our students have a high-quality teacher
preparation program, a biblical worldview, and are working in the
public schools in order not to only provide children with a great elementary experience but also to reach those children for Christ,” she
said in an interview shortly after the EPSB vote.
Now that Boyce received this certification, the Teacher Education
Program includes three tracks among which students can choose.
The first two are non-certified, with emphases on ESL and classical
education respectively. The third is certified with an emphasis on
teaching in public schools, either in Kentucky or elsewhere. The core
educational curriculum for all three tracks meets state standards
for education degrees.
“The Teacher Education Program has been one of the most energizing and successful degree programs at Boyce College in recent
years and this important milestone underscores its quality,” said
Matthew J. Hall, who is dean of Boyce College. “Our graduates have
been the most vivid demonstration, with a 100 percent job placement
rate after graduation. Teachers are entrusted with an extraordinary
stewardship from the Lord. For those given this high calling, there
is no better place for preparation.”
The three-year provisional certification does not guarantee full
certification, but it is a significant step toward it. More information
about the Teacher Education Program, as well as other degree programs at Boyce College, is available at boycecollege.com.

TALK IS CHEAP, SO
PURSUE GOSPEL
POWER, SAYS MOHLER
AT CONVOCATION
By Andrew J.W. Smith
In a world marked by mere talk, the
community of The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and Boyce College should be known for the power of
personal transformation and fruitful
ministries, said President R. Albert
Mohler Jr. at the school’s fall convocation
on August 21. In a technologically saturated environment, it is easy to assume
the talk of social media and online discourse represents reality, Mohler said,
but reality is more grounded than that.
He said it is in nursing homes, one-onone spiritual conversations, and the
preaching of the cross.
“The power of the gospel and the Word
of God will take you where no one will
‘talk’ you,” Mohler said.
In his 26th fall convocation address as
president of Southern Seminary, Mohler
preached from 1 Corinthians 4:20 in an
address titled “For the Kingdom of God
Does Not Consist in Talk, but in Power.” In
the two letters to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul was forced to respond to a group of
false teachers called the “super apostles,”
who disrupt the preaching of the gospel by
drawing attention to style instead of substance. These teachers split the church into
factions, Mohler noted, diverting attention from the gospel and onto themselves
through a “gospel of power.”
“The danger of factionalism is very
central to Paul’s concern. [He is concerned about] those who are defined
as the ‘super apostles’ — the slick

A new ebook released in August addresses the gravity of pornography
addiction among pastors and outlines methods for fighting it. Porn and the
Pastor: The Life and Death Consequences of Addiction in Ministry, edited
by C. Jeffery Robinson and Garrett Kell,
is published jointly by Southern Equip,
a resource center for pastors from The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
and the Gospel Coalition.
Porn and the Pastor is available as
a free digital download at the Gospel
Coalition website.
According to a 2016 study by the
Barna Group, 14 percent of pastors
admitted they currently struggle with
pornography use, and 57 percent said
they have struggled with porn in the
past. Five percent of pastors reported they were currently addicted
to it. The book addresses this widespread problem by first addressing
pornography use as a sin problem, then developing strategies for
fighting the sin and cultivating accountability.
The book features 11 chapters written by an array of evangelical
voices curated from Southern Equip and TGC. Boyce College Professor Denny Burk contributed a chapter titled, “Pursue God, not
pornography,” in which he challenges pastors to take serious steps
to dealing with such a serious sin.
Writer Jared C. Wilson and Jonathan Leeman, editorial director at
9Marks, both contribute chapters on what churches should remember as
they consider restoring a pastor who is entrenched in pornography use.

preachers who showed up in Corinth
— and their gospel of power,” Mohler
said. “The Apostle Paul’s predicament is
that they appeared to be more powerful
preachers than he.
Drawing from the larger context of 1
Corinthians, Mohler noted that Paul’s
claim was not about his powerful rhetoric, but instead about the power of the
cross. The super apostles used fancy
words, eloquence, and powerful personalities to gain a following. But for Paul,
his ministry was not driven by the empty
words of the “super apostles,” but the
content of the powerful message.
Similarly, contemporary society is
enamored with talk, Mohler said. On
social media and the internet, it seems
that people are noteworthy only because
they say something — not because they
do much of anything.
“These days, one political leader, one cultural leader, one sports figure can put out
140 characters and the world acts like the
axis of the entire planet has been shifted,”
he said. “We’re surrounded by talk: talk
shows, talk TV, talk radio, Twitter, podcasts, YouTube. There’s good in the mix,
to be sure, but the mix is often not good.
“Here’s the reality of the new digital
media age: Anybody can talk and evidently, everyone does.”
This obsession with talk is not limited
to the secular world, Mohler said. Charisma and attractiveness are the calling
cards of the prosperity gospel movement.
Figures like Jesse Duplantis — a televangelist who asked his followers to donate
more than $50 million to fund a new
private jet — have constructed massive
followings upon their smooth words. But
there’s no evidence to support all their
claims, Mohler said. There is no power.

Genuine conversion and sanctification is one of the best evidences of true
power, Mohler said. And this transformation is what should mark institutions
like Southern Seminary and Boyce College. Of course, words are an important
component of any decent education,
Mohler said — not to mention any explanation of the gospel. But the fruit of one’s
seminary education is not ultimately
demonstrated in words, but in the Spirit-driven power of changed lives.
According to Mohler, the proof of
true Christianity is the tangible evidence of what the Word of God does in
the hearts of people.
The evidence of real power is not
located on the campus of Southern
Seminary, according to Mohler, but in
the churches where graduates preach
and the world where they serve. The
proof of the kingdom’s expansion lies
in the ministries of graduates, Mohler
said, and may well require decades to be
fully revealed.
“We all want to know that our life is
invested rightly and worthily in something important,” Mohler said. “But let’s
remind ourselves that far more important than what happens here — not only in
this service, but on this campus — is what
happens in the world and the church
because of what happens here.”

FIND MORE
NEWS
ON PAGE 17.
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the gospel in color:
how to teach your kids
—
JARVIS WILLIAMS AND CURTIS WOODS DISCUSS THEIR
NEW BOOK ‘THE GOSPEL IN COLOR’

The following is condensed from a conversation between Towers editor
Andrew J.W. Smith and authors Jarvis Williams and Curtis Woods, who
are also respectively associate professor of New Testament interpretation and assistant professor of applied theology at Southern
Seminary.

he was 7. As a 7-year-old kid, he had encounters with racism
and asked some difficult questions. I didn’t have the option
to say to my little boy, “Don’t worry about that. This is just an

AJWS: How would you articulate the overall purpose
of the book? What are you hoping it accomplishes?
JW: This conversation is a matter of discipleship, and
one of the things parents need to do is pre-empt potential racial challenges their kids will experience. This
book is a way for parents to understand how the gospel
informs why we have racism. We need to explain to
our kids the combination of how race was invented
in the American context alongside the larger biblical
narrative of race: God created one human race, then
sin entered creation and devastated the cosmos in a
way where human beings began to fight against God’s
good creation. We need to tell parents: “Here’s how you
can disciple your kids in a context where sin permeates
everything, including how we perceive each other.”
AJWS: Why do kids especially need to
hear about racial issues like this?
CW: We often say here at Southern that “theology matters.” When
people really understand theology, they are able to take those
complex categories and make them simple. A child should see
themselves in light of the imago Dei. When you are doing theology
rightly, a child would be able to understand and appreciate it. If
we say we’re doing theology, it has to get outside of the classroom.
It should also be at home as parents are discipling their children
to bear the image of Christ.
JW: My son is 10 now, but when the book was being considered,

aberration.” I had a responsibility to help him understand, as
a 7-year-old who believes who loves Jesus, how sin created the
context for that problem and how the gospel provides the solution. I also needed to help him understand that this is something
he will have to experience for the rest of his life — but there
are gospel ways to respond to this. He cannot let it defeat him.
I felt responsible to create something that would help my son and
other children like my son understand that there is nothing wrong
with their brown, black, yellow, or white skin. All shades of skin are
beautifully created by God and reflect God’s diverse power to create
people who reflect his beauty in ways mono-ethnicity would not.

AJWS: In a lot of people’s minds, racial reconciliation
is exclusively political. It seems like in this book,
you are helping families and kids understand that
matters of race are deeply theological too.
JW: We live in a political economy, and in taking an Augustinian
worldview, we try not to divide the City of Man from the City of
God. We understand that there are two cities in constant conflict.
If we take a biblical and theological framing, we observe that the
seed of the woman is in constant conflict with the seed of the
serpent. Within the chaos that comes from the fall, we see that
creation has an ongoing struggle. The serpent’s desire has always
been to create division within humanity.
The ultimate solution to the race problem is the gospel, fundamentally. The gospel says that the City of God will conquer
the City of Man. A new kingdom has invaded this present evil
age — which is the Kingdom of God in Christ. We can’t fully see
the Kingdom of God on earth because it’s like a mustard seed that
grows, but we do get glimpses of Spirit-empowered Christians,
from tongues and tribes and peoples and nations, walking in the
Spirit and loving their neighbor. We see that the Kingdom of God
has already begun and that it will ultimately triumph over the
kingdom of man. That is a political and theological and social
statement! Since the Kingdom of God stands, the kingdoms of
man and the devil cannot.
CW: I knew the preacher would come out eventually!
JW: The new heavens and earth is a society governed by God and
ruled by Christ. It has been inaugurated now, so you can’t nicely and
neatly separate the holy from the secular. That is not a way you want
to live your life. Therefore, as Christians, we have a responsibility
to help our kids to think through what it means for me as a brown,
yellow, black, or white boy or girl to grow into a man or woman to live
for Jesus in the real world. We’ve tried to help folks prepare to do that.

what should we do about spiritual gifts?
—
THOMAS R. SCHREINER DISCUSSES HIS NEW BOOK ON THE TOPIC

The following is condensed from a conversation
between writer Sarah Haywood and Thomas R. Schreiner, James Buchanan Harrison Professor of New
Testament Interpretation at Southern Seminary.
SH: How do we best use and
cultivate our spiritual gifts?
TS: Fundamentally, spiritual gifts are about love.
What does it mean to be a Christian? It means to
love our triune God and our brothers and sisters
in the church. When we exercise our spiritual gift
rightly, we are expressing love, sacrificing, and
giving of ourselves to others. So it’s not so much
about what our gift is and feeling fulfilled in our
gifts; it’s a way of giving ourselves to one another
and showing concrete love to the body of Christ. I
think that’s why Paul puts 1 Corinthians 13 in the
middle of the whole discussion — spiritual gifts are
about ministering to others, caring about others,
and investing in others.
We don’t need to feel bad when we look at someone else’s gifts that we don’t have. Instead, we can
rejoice about how helpful it is in our church to have
someone who has gifts we don’t. We don’t need to
feel inferior or superior to others. God has given
us these gifts so we’ll love one another, build up the
body of Christ, and strengthen the church. That
way, we will be more mature and we will be a more
loving and powerful witness to the world.
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SH: You say Christians are to concentrate
on their own gifts. How does a person
discern what their spiritual gift is?
TS: The first and most important thing is to
be vitally involved as a member in your local
church. Get involved in the lives of others, and
your gift, almost inevitably, will manifest itself.
We do not see ourselves well; we need other
people to help confirm to us what our gifts are.
The church is the ideal place for that.
SH: What would you say to someone
who feels they don’t have one?
TS: I would say that Scripture is very clear — and
there are many texts that preach this — that every
person has a spiritual gift. There is no doubt that
everyone has a gift. If you don’t know your gift, I do
think that you will discover it as you get involved in
the lives of others. But if someone were to say to me,
“But I have done that! And I still don’t know my gift,”
then I would say that, at one level, it doesn’t matter.
Gifts aren’t fundamentally for yourself; they’re for
others. You are probably exercising your gift — you
are doubtless helping others if you are involved in
their lives. The most important thing is that you’re
edifying and encouraging and strengthening other
people. I think eventually God’s going to make it
clear what your primary gifts are, but don’t sweat
it. If you don’t know it by now, stay involved in the

lives of other believers, love them, invest in their
lives, and be part of their community.
SH: What are your views on the “sign gifts”
like speaking in tongues and prophecy?
TS: As a new Christian, I was taught cessationism, but later became a continuationist. Two
major influences on me in the late 80s were
Wayne Grudem and John
Piper — both continuationists. I was in John’s church
then. But slowly, even though
I had high regard for them, in
the mid-90s, I began to doubt
whether continuationism
was true. By the late-90s,
after I came here in 1997, I
was again a nuanced cessationist. And I say nuanced
because I do believe that in
cutting-edge missionary
situations, since God is sovereign, he may be
pleased to do signs, wonders, and miracles like
he did in the apostolic age.
SH: If the gift of tongues has ceased, what do
we make of believers who speak in tongues?
TS: I want to emphasize first that we’re brothers
and sisters in the Lord. I want to say to them,

“You could be right and I could be wrong.” I
don’t think the use of tongues is demonic in
most instances — I think for brothers and sisters it’s a sincere attempt to do God’s will. And
I agree with J.I. Packer: It’s somewhat akin to
singing in the shower or scat singing in jazz — a
form of psychological relaxation. Sometimes
charismatics take that as insulting, but Packer
didn’t mean it as insulting
and I don’t either. It’s not
necessarily evil; I just don’t
think it’s the spiritual gift of
tongues. In any case, it ought
not to be estimated as a sign
of spiritual maturity.
SH: What prompted you
to write this book?
TS: I think that most Reformed
millenials are continuationists by default. I wanted to
write a book that defended cessationism but was
still very friendly to continuationists. I didn’t
want a book that attacked the other side. I dedicated the book to John Piper, Sam Storms, and
Wayne Grudem — all good friends of mine and
all continuationists. I dedicate it to them, not
sarcastically, but to show my love for them even
though we disagree.

book reviews
FE ATURE REVIEW

SPIRITUAL GIFTS: WHAT THEY ARE
AND WHY THEY MATTER
Thomas Schreiner, B&H, $16.99
Review by Sarah Haywood
“The true test of spiritual maturity is whether
we live in love,” Tom Schreiner writes in his new
book, Spiritual Gifts: What They Are and Why
They Matter. Christians should be concerned
with loving God and loving others, and spiritual gifts are God-given, specifically to make
that happen.
Schreiner’s book is short and non-technical
on the subject of spiritual gifts, from their definition to the understanding of the arguments
for the cessation and continuation of the gifts.
Each chapter includes chapter conclusions and
a set of discussion questions, making the book
a ready resource for individual or group study.
Schreiner describes spiritual gifts as
manifestation of the Holy Spirit and gifts
given by God. But these gifts are given for
a purpose, he explains. There is a range of
gifts represented in Scripture, and Schreiner
details a few of them, including those that
he, as a cessationist, believes to have ceased.
The gifts listed include that of being an apostle, prophecy, teaching, miracles, healing,
service, helping, administrating, leading,
tongues, faith, giving.
Several chapters address gifts like prophecy

and tongues more in-depth — the gifts that are
more highly debated regarding whether they
continue to today or not. He then provides his
argument in favor of cessationism.
Aside from the controversy around sign gifts,
Schreiner has one important lesson all Christians should learn about spiritual gifts: “Gifts
are worthless without love,” he writes.

HOW THE NATIONS RAGE:
RETHINKING FAITH AND POLITICS
IN A DIVIDED AGE
Jonathan Leeman, Thomas Nelson
Publishing, $22.99
Review by Caleb Shaw
American politics is perhaps more fractured now than ever before, and it seems the
church is often caught in the middle of the
widening divide. In this difficult position,
editorial director and SBTS alumnus Jonathan Leeman provides the church with a
helpful book that rethinks the relationship of
faith and politics. By exploring the role of politics theologically, Leeman explains that the
role of the believer in politics is to represent
the kingdom of Christ. How the Nations Rage
will encourage and challenge you as you navigate this unprecedented political moment.

KISS THE WAVE: EMBRACING GOD
IN YOUR TRIALS
Dave Furman, Crossway, $14.99
Review by Sarah Haywood

ACTS 1-12 FOR YOU
R. Albert Mohler Jr., The Good Book
Company 2018, $22.99
Review by Aaron Cline Hanbury

In his new book, Dave Furman reflects on
what it means to embrace God in times of
trial. Furman, senior pastor of Redeemer
Church of Dubai in the United Arab Emirates,
has a debilitating nerve disease, bringing pain
every day. And with his chronic pain comes
depression. But Furman says that there is
a purpose to his pain. Kiss the Wave is an
encouraging read, especially for those who
have experienced the wave of pain of all kinds.

In a new popular-level book about the first half
of the book of Acts, R. Albert Mohler Jr. suggests four primary emphases in the book. He
proposes that the author, Luke, focuses on how
Jesus fulfills the Old Testament, on the person
of Jesus, on the church, and, finally, on the sovereignty of God.
These are not independent threads, writes
Mohler, who is president of Southern Seminary. Instead, they’re interconnected, and even
build on each other. Mohler argues that Jesus’
fulfilling the Old Testament provides the basis
for believing Scripture in the first place.
“By focusing on the fact that Jesus has fulfilled the Old Testament, Luke is helping us
to see that God’s Word never returns empty
(see Isaiah 55:11), and that the basis of our
Christian belief is found in the Scriptures.”
In Acts 1-12 For You, Mohler dedicates a
chapter to each of the first 12 chapters of Acts.
The writing style and format of the book make
it not only accessible but equally useful for
study or devotion.

ESV ARCHEOLOGY STUDY BIBLE:
John Currid and David Chapman, $49
Review by Ben Aho
The ESV Archeology Study Bible, edited by John
Currid and David Chapman, invites readers
into the world of the Bible. It comes with more
than 2,000 study notes, 400 full-color photos,
and 200 maps and diagrams. Throughout the
helps and articles, readers can also see a variety
of artifacts and historical locations. The book
is ideal for readers of all educational levels and
will fortify their trust in the historicity of the
Scriptures.
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know your
neighborhood
—
A N D R E W J .W. S M I T H

When you attend Southern Seminary, you expect

beyond the beech trees on the front lawn of our

a lot of things: top-notch theological education,

historic campus.

thriving church life, deep relationships with others

Surrounding the campus are numerous rich and

called to ministry. And all these can be found. But

diverse neighborhoods. This issue of Towers will

students usually graduate from Southern Semi-

give you a sampling of those neighborhoods ... along

nary having also fallen in love with the community

with a few nudges to minister while you’re here.

OLD LOUISVILLE
—
Old Louisville is an official historic district —
the third-largest in the United States — and its
architecture will take you to a different time.
It also boasts the largest collection of Victorian-era homes in the United States. It is a diverse
and densely populated urban community now,
but when it was originally built in the 1870s, it
was suburban. In the 20th century, many of the
extravagant old homes were divided into apartments for college students, bringing a younger
demographic to the area.

P O P U L AT I O N

10,513

SPEED ART MUSEUM
Founded in 1925, the Speed Art Museum

The historic St. James Court hosts a free,

(known colloquially simply as “Speed”) is the

public annual art show that attracts hun-

oldest museum of art in the state of Kentucky.

dreds of thousands of visitors each fall.

P O P U L AT I O N D E N S IT Y

8,884

person/square mile

ST. JAMES COURT

D IS TA N C E
FROM SBTS

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

miles

(2016)

7

$21,532

MEDIAN RENT

$518
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GERMANTOWN &
SH ELBY PA RK
—
Settled by German immigrants in the 1800s
not long after the city’s founding, German-

CRESCENT HILL

town is now lined with shotgun houses and is
one of the oldest neighborhoods in Louisville.

—

Neighboring Shelby Park was built in 1907 and

Crescent Hill is lined by 19th century railroad tracks that once were a vital connection between Louisville and
Frankfort, the Kentucky state capital. They now provide a central feature of a thriving urban neighborhood just
a short walk from the seminary. The Crescent Hill Reservoir, pictured above, is listed on the National Register of

is home to the Scarlet Hope ministry.
Photo by Michael Winters

Historic Places and features some unique Gothic architecture. It’s a popular spot for runners.

P O P U L AT I O N

7,645

P O P U L AT I O N D E N S IT Y

4,011

person/square mile

D IS TA N C E
FROM SBTS

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

miles

(2016)

<1

$59,265

MEDIAN RENT

$681

SUNERGOS COFFEE

SCARLET’S BAKERY

Founded by Southern Seminary grads who liked home coffee

Directly across the street from Sojourn Church Midtown in the Shelby

roasting, Sunergos is a favorite coffee shop for locals.

Park neighborhood, Scarlet’s Bakery is a business connected with

It is located in Germantown.

Scarlet Hope, a ministry that offers women trapped in the sex industry
a fresh start. Several female students and student wives have
volunteered for the ministry.

BLUE DOG BAKERY

COMFY COW

This bakery bakes fresh artisan bread five days

Founded in 2009, Comfy Cow is one of

LOUISVILLE FREE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

a week. Don’t miss Red Hog, the whole animal

Louisville’s most popular ice cream shops.

Get away from seminary studies for

butcher shop down the road operated by the

a little while and check out a book or movie

same owners.

from one of nine different branches of the
Louisville Free Public Library.
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P O P U L AT I O N

4,424*

P O P U L AT I O N D E N S IT Y

10,792
person/square mile

D IS TA N C E
FROM SBTS

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

miles

(2016)

4

$25,947

MEDIAN RENT

$421

*All metrics on this page apply only to the Shelby Park neighborhood.
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DOWNTOWN
—
Ask someone who has never been to Louisville what they associate the city with, and they will almost
certainly refer to something downtown. The Muhammad Ali Center and Louisville Slugger Museum and
Factory are at the top of most people’s to-do list when they visit, and the KFC Yum! Center is the home of
the Louisville Cardinals basketball team. Founded in the late 1700s when the city was first developed on
the banks of the Ohio River (you’ll notice it’s actually older than the so-called “Old Louisville”),
Downtown Louisville is a diverse place where old meets new.

HIGHLANDS

—
Populated by wealthy suburbanites until the 1960s, Highlands

LOUISVILLE’S ONLY ABORTION CLINIC

has since been known as an artsy

Speak for the Unborn, led by Ph.D. student Andrew King, is a sidewalk

and eclectic community sur-

ministry that pleads with women to reconsider as they enter Louis-

rounded by classic, Victorian-era

ville’s only abortion clinic. They are always looking for volunteers, so

homes. One of the hallmarks of

visit speakfortheunborn.com for info on how to get involved.

the Highlands neighborhood is
the many local restaurants and
shops lining Bardstown Road.
You are likely to find just about
any local eats you’re looking for
in this foodie hub.

CAVE HILL CEMETERY

CHEROKEE PARK

Next to “The Beeches” itself, there is perhaps no

While it’s still warm, get away from your

LOUISVILLE RESCUE MISSION

more historically meaningful location for The South-

dorm or library cubicle and find a quiet

ern Baptist Theological Seminary than Cave Hill

spot at Cherokee Park, one of the original

Formerly known as Jefferson Street Baptist Center, the Louisville

Cemetery. Beautiful trees and very old gravestones

Louisville public parks. It was designed by

mark this cemetery. Trustee-elected professors at

Frederick Law Olmsted, who also laid out the

Southern Seminary have the option of being buried

grounds for New York City’s Central Park. The

here, and many have: James Boyce, John Broadus,

2.5-mile Scenic Loop at Cherokee is a

A.T. Robertson, Duke McCall, and many other SBTS

popular running location.

Rescue Mission provides front-line care and refuge for homeless
people in Downtown Louisville. Like Speak for the Unborn, LRM is an
extension of the local church and seeks to see lives transformed by
enacted grace. You wouldn’t be the first Southern Seminary student
to get some preaching reps at LRM — it provides some healthy opportunities for roll-up-your-sleeves ministry.

luminaries are here.

P O P U L AT I O N

4,075

P O P U L AT I O N D E N S IT Y

8,294

person/square mile

D IS TA N C E
FROM SBTS

2

miles

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

$64,694
(2016)

MEDIAN RENT

$731

P O P U L AT I O N

3,556

P O P U L AT I O N D E N S IT Y

6,135

person/square mile

D IS TA N C E
FROM SBTS

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

miles

(2016)

5

MEDIAN RENT

$21,800

$459

Sources: Kentucky State Data Center, city-data.com, gotolouisville.com, greatamericancountry.com.
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COMMUNITY

NEW DEAN

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

Continued from page 6

sbts library archives: then and now
—
CHRIS FENNER

In 1956, while Duke McCall, former president of Southern Seminary, and Billy Graham, the famed evangelist, were playing a round
of golf, Graham casually mentioned that Harvard University had
expressed interest in housing his archival materials, but before
the end of the round, McCall was able to persuade Graham to give
his materials to SBTS. This plan did not fully come to fruition
for another three years, at the completion of the James P. Boyce
Centennial Library in 1959. Graham delivered a Baccalaureate
address at SBTS on May 9, 1960, and formally dedicated the Billy
Graham Room on the same day.1 This new facility — on the second
floor of the library, where it has been ever since — was used to hold
materials like crusade scrapbooks, photos, and other artifacts
from Graham’s ministry.
This relationship continued until 1980, when Graham’s alma
mater, Wheaton College, opened their own Billy Graham Center.
Yet SBTS has retained much of what Graham had already donated.
These materials are still available for research and study. After
Billy Graham’s death in February, the collection at SBTS remains
an important resource for learning about his life and ministry.
The seminary’s own archives were not formally organized until
1975, when the library hired a part-time worker, Clara McCartt, to
bring order to its archival materials. This original archives office
was located in a small room in the basement, and it held the papers
of the past presidents, trustee reports, manuscripts, and studies

related to seminary history, photographs, and seminary publications. During the 1978-1979 school year, the Archives office was
relocated to the second floor of the library, near the Billy Graham
Room, but still a separate facility.
For many years, a series of part-time workers were tasked with
cataloging and indexing archival materials. The staff also funneled time and resources into restoring some of the seminary’s
old portrait paintings and preparing exhibits and displays for
the library. In 1985, archives workers helped install the Haldeman
Bible Collection room in the first floor — a significant feature of
the library even to this day.
It wasn’t until 1994 that the seminary hired a full-time, professional Archives and Special Collections Librarian: Gregory
A. Wills. He led the effort to merge the Archives office with the
Billy Graham Room, arranged the adjacent Rare Book Room, and
expanded the staff to include additional full-time and part-time
assistants. This move also involved taking responsibility over the
library’s collection of Baptist Minutes, which at the time included
materials from over 2,200 state and local Baptist associations.
Wills’ team made great efforts to use better archival storage
materials and practices, and they established a better system for
organizing and cataloging the photograph collection, a system
still in place today. Wills transitioned to teaching full-time in 1999.
The Archives’ current staff includes full-time archivists Adam

theology forum
Continued from page 9

because they simply do not think about the issues
involved and do not realize what is at stake or,
more frequently, they feel uncomfortable excluding anyone and risking hurt feelings. Both my
theology and my experience encourage me on this
point, however; biblical barriers exist for a reason.
God put them there to keep some things in and
some things out. Nowhere is that more important
than in church membership and unity.
Several years ago, a lady attended our church
with her sister and was present for a communion
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service. As I carefully described who may and may
not partake, she looked at her sister and said, “Is
he saying I can’t take communion?” Her sister,
who had heard my explanation many times before
said boldly, “That is precisely what he is saying.”
She attended for many more weeks, hearing
the same restrictions every time we observed
communion. Eventually she came to see
me because the exclusion she felt each time
weighed heavily on her. She explained that
she had been in an intimate relationship with

Winters and Chris Fenner and a part-time assistant. Much of the
same work continues that was started under Wills, but with more
acquisitions and donations of materials and a greater emphasis on
digitizing materials for an electronic, internet-driven generation.
Starting around 2009, the Archives office took on the responsibility for preserving and digitizing the seminary’s extensive
collection of audio and video media, and in 2012, it assumed oversight of the library’s rare music collection.
Currently, the Archives serve researchers of all kinds, including
students, faculty, campus offices, alumni, Baptist churches seeking
records, and genealogists studying family history. The office still
receives historical donations of various kinds. Staff members give
presentations to seminary classes, both in-office and in-classroom,
and prepare historical displays for the library. The library’s two
full-time archivists contribute to scholarly research and publication, represent the seminary at professional conferences, and
digitize materials for the Boyce Digital Library.
Materials in the Archives and Special Collections are available
for research Monday through Friday, 9-5, on the second floor of the
James P. Boyce Centennial Library.
—
FO OTN OTES
1
Recordings from these events are available at
digital.library.sbts.edu.

another woman and that they had been partners for more than twenty years. She wanted
to know if the reason she couldn’t take communion because she was a lesbian.
As gently and kindly as I knew how, I said,
“Absolutely not. You have a far bigger issue than
that keeping you from sitting at the Lord’s table.
You are separated from Christ and lost. If you
took communion, you would be telling a lie and
picturing something that is not yet true — but it
can be.” I proceeded to tell her the good news of
the love of Jesus as expressed by his atoning death
and victorious resurrection. I explained that he is
worthy of our love and obedience, that he is Savior
and Lord of those who repent and believe in him.
Not only did she trust Christ that day, but her

life radically changed. To this day she remains
a faithful follower of Jesus and a member of the
church. Sometimes when I am serving communion I see her partaking and thank God that she
was offended.
Communion is about fellowship. The things we
have in common — our salvation and our participation in the body of Christ — are the basis of that
fellowship. When we connect communion to the
local church, not only do we elevate the meaning
of membership, we exalt Christ.
—
Hershael W. York is the dean of the School of Theology. If you have any burning questions for a
professor, email towers@sbts.edu and we will try
to get it answered in a future issue.

faculty in history. … I see myself as just serving
them and being a cheerleader-in-chief, exhorting
and encouraging them as they do all that God is
using them to accomplish.”
York’s relationship with Southern Seminary began 25 years ago, when Mohler became
the ninth president of the seminary. York was
then the 33-year-old pastor of Ashland Avenue
Baptist Church in Lexington, Kentucky. He
said he had long given up on the theological
trajectory of the Southern Baptist Convention’s flagship seminary.
York’s educational background includes B.A.
and M.A. degrees in classical languages from the
University of Kentucky, as well as M.Div. and
Ph.D. degrees in New Testament and Greek from
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. He
and his wife, Tonya, have two sons, both of whom
work in ministry positions.
An installation service for Wills’ tenure as
dean is planned for the fall.
The School of Theology is the Southern Seminary’s oldest and central school, and since the
establishment of the dean position in 1954, the
leadership role has been “incredibly important,” Mohler said during chapel. The school
houses scholars and practitioners in the Old
and New Testaments, biblical, historical, and
systematic theology, church history, philosophy, ethics, and preaching.
The provost of Southern Seminary, Randy L.
Stinson said York’s decades-long commitment
to the school positions him to lead the School of
Theology into the future.
“I look forward to Dr. York’s installation as
dean for the School of Theology,” Stinson said
at the time. “His commitment to Southern Seminary for over 20 years gives me confidence in the
future for the school. He will undoubtedly lead
the faculty with conviction and a pastor’s heart.”
York, who is also senior pastor of Buck Run
Baptist Church in Frankfort, Kentucky, said
during the installment service that he considered
it a “great honor” to be the 11th dean of the School
of Theology. York follows Gregory A. Wills, who
served a five-year term as dean.
“It is an unspeakable honor to be here — on
any level. I would be honored to be the janitor
here,” York said. “I am especially delighted to be
able to teach preaching here, and now to serve as
dean is a tremendous blessing. I love serving with
this faculty and with Dr. Mohler — and getting
to serve these students.”
Audio and video of York’s installation address
are available at equip.sbts.edu.

MOHLER: SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CHURCHES
MUST BE ‘FIRST REFUGE’
FOR ABUSE VICTIMS
By Aaron Cline Hanbury
Southern Baptists should not “circle the
wagons” amid recent controversies, but instead
must become “the first refuge for anyone who
is seeking help,” argued R. Albert Mohler Jr.
during a recent discussion about the future of
the Southern Baptist Convention. He referenced
a months-long slew of firings and resignations
within Southern Baptist entities, most for reasons of moral or ethical failure.
Mohler said the way forward for the denomination is to lean into the truth and not try to hide
or bury these “humiliations.”

“What would be wrong right now is for Southern Baptists to close ranks and act like nothing
has happened,” he said. “We’re the people of the
truth. We don’t want untruth. We want to know
what the truth is. We’re not trying to avoid dealing with what is our responsibility to deal with.
… We’ve got to overcome the embarrassment of
saying, ‘We’d rather not talk about these things.’
Right now, that’s not responsible.”
Mohler addressed the topic as part of a panel
discussion about the future of the Southern
Baptist Convention between him and Steve
Gaines, former president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, during the annual meeting of the
Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas.
At the time, Gaines, whose term ended at the
close of the Dallas convention on June 13, was
still president. The panel happened June 11 at
the SBC Cooperative Program stage, and was
moderated by Jonathan Akin, who works for the
North American Mission Board.
The direction of the panel in part came from
an essay Mohler published ahead of the annual
meeting in Dallas in which he writes that “the
last few weeks have been excruciating for the
Southern Baptist Convention and for the larger

“

We ought to be
the first refuge
for anyone who
is seeking help.

”

— R. ALBERT MOHLER JR.

evangelical movement” and refers to these events
collectively as the “humiliation of the Southern
Baptist Convention.”
“We’ve been humiliated,” Mohler said during
the panel. “That’s the word I chose intentionally because in the last few months because
Southern Baptists have been in the press for
very different reasons [than usual] and it’s not
just about any one occasion. We’ve had significant cases of moral failure at the height of the
SBC. We’ve had pastors. We’ve had professors
at our seminaries who’ve had to resign. We are
now part of this #metoo moment, not by our
choosing but by our humbling.”
He suggested that what he called the “#metoo
moment” within the Southern Baptist Convention offers two paths forward: one that tries to
save face and one that recognizes the value of the
truth and makes changes in light of it. Mohler
pointed to the pedophilia scandals in the Roman
Catholic Church as an example of the former.
“We’ve got to say, ‘We’re not hiding anything,’”
Mohler said. “The Bible tells that we should
pray that the things that are hidden would be
brought to the light. … What we saw in the Roman
Catholic Church is a hierarchy of closed ranks
and a conspiracy of silence. What we’ve got to
make certain is we do not have a disorganized
conspiracy of silence. We’re not just trying to
protect ourselves here. We’re not just trying to
protect the Southern Baptist Convention. God
will vindicate the Southern Baptist Convention.
But we’ve got public massaging that’s got to be
real clear about the gospel.”
Gaines suggested changes in this direction
will require individual leaders to “welcome”
accountability.

“We have to welcome accountability,” he said.
“We need to be accountable ourselves. We need
people who are not impressed with us who will
ask us difficult questions and hold us to a high
standard. I welcome that.”
The two answered questions specifically
about the firing of denominational leader Paige
Patterson as president of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, which quickly became the
highest-profile incident of the recent Southern
Baptist-focused national headlines.
Gaines, who said he drew criticism for taking
too long to comment on the controversy surrounding Patterson, did not comment publicly
until he met with Patterson in person multiple
times to hear his perspective.
“A lot of time, if you don’t put it out on Twitter, if you don’t tell everybody every move
you’re making, you get accused of doing nothing,” Gaines said. “But I think the bottom line is
we’re supposed to do things more like Matthew
18: Go to the person, deal with him, then deal
with the issues.”
After those meetings, Gaines publicly condemned all abuse of women and offered an
apology “on behalf of the SBC” to any woman
hurt by the Patterson controversy.
Mohler commended Gaines’ leadership
during the past three or four months, specifically on his handling of the Patterson
situation. He added that Southern Baptists,
and the broader world looking on, need to
differentiate from “public messaging” and
the processes in place to handle persons and
personnel within the convention. He mentioned specifically the relationship between a
seminary president and his board of trustees,
noting he thinks it would be inappropriate
for him to speak publicly about how a sister
seminary proceeds with its business.
But that does not diminish, Mohler said,
the importance of making stances clear to the
on-looking public.
“Public messaging is really important,”
Mohler said. “[We’ve] got to make really clear
what’s not acceptable to say about women or the
vulnerable or anyone who is subject of abuse.
“The church of the Lord Jesus Christ should
be the safest place for anyone vulnerable to come
and seek help. We ought to be the first refuge
for anyone who is seeking help, in an abusive
marriage, in a situation of sexual harassment
or sexual abuse, any kind of abuse — whether
children or women or anyone vulnerable. Our
testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ is at stake
in how we respond to every one of those cases.”

CAREER READINESS
CERTIFICATE PROMISES
TO HELP BOYCE STUDENTS
PREPARE FOR
THE WORKPLACE
By Grant Mitchell
The Boyce College Office of Vocation and Career
Development is now offering an all-in-one package for students to be prepared for careers after

they graduate. The Career Readiness Certificate — which consists of workshops, events, and
personal meetings with advisor Ben Hussung —
was created for students to be ready to enter the
workplace no matter their ambition or degree.
“The certificate is an opportunity for students
to gain valuable skills that will prepare them to
pursue their particular career path and succeed in
that career path,” said Hussung, who is advisor for
the Boyce Vocation and Career Development office.
Students can complete the certificate in 1-4 years
as long as they complete its five requirements. To
earn the certificate, students must:
• Attend four vocation and career
development workshops
• Attend two vocation and career
development events
• Attend two career counseling
meetings with Hussung
• Develop a working resume and
cover letter
• Participate in a mock interview
Hussung plans to teach students how to think
biblically about their calling and career. The
workshops will address topics common to
career development, such as professionalism
and communication in the workplace. Others
will help students find their calling vocationally.
“A lot of the workshops this year are about
how to figure out what you want to do, and then
how to pursue it,” Hussung said.
This is an invaluable opportunity for students, according to Hussung, to both gain
skills necessary for the workplace and build
their resumes. Additionally, one male and one
female student who earn the certificate will
win a prize worth over $500.
Hussung believes the certificate is useful for
any student — even those who are applying for
jobs online. All of the processes for applying for
jobs are similar, and despite how technology has
transformed the job search process, relational
networking is still essential.
“Even with thousands and thousands of job
postings online, personal relationships are still
the way that the vast majority of people get jobs,”
Hussung said. “Having a paper resume, having
the ability to interact with people on a personal
level, and making a good impression face-toface is going to give you an exponentially better
chance at getting a job. The career readiness certificate will help you navigate those pathways.”
The certificate is also valuable for those getting ministry specific degrees, he said.
“It’s easy to think of our full-time vocational
ministry degrees on a different stratosphere
than the professional degrees.” Hussung said.
“I think even if you are a missionary, working
in a church, or if you are in a business or a law
firm there are certain soft skills that you need
like communication to help you succeed at every
level. Whatever your workplace is, those types
of skills are necessary.”
This year’s job expo will have a wide array of up
to 50 companies, ministries, and non-profits. Also
present at the job expo this year will be schools
with graduate programs for students seeking to
get a JD, MBA, or Master of Accountancy.
“Often, students get to their senior year and
realize that they have the content knowledge to
succeed in their career, but they have no idea how
to actually pursue jobs in that career. The certificate is a way to alleviate that.” He also adds, “You
can’t succeed in your career if you can’t get a job
in it. The certificate is a really practical, and fun
way to gain the skills necessary to both pursue
your career and succeed in it.”
The certificate is sponsored by several local
businesses. Students can sign up for the certificate
at boycecollege.com/crc and can get more information by emailing careeradvising@sbts.edu.
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three
questions
WITH

alistair begg
—
SENIOR PASTOR OF
PARKSIDE CHURCH

1.

2.

What is your method of
sermon preparation?

What role does prayer
play in the life of a preacher?

Whenever I am asked to summarize my
own method of preparation, I mention
the following points, which I learned
from an old minister when I was still
a theological student. Five steps or
pointers that I like to keep in mind:
think yourself empty, read yourself
full, write yourself clear, pray yourself
hot, and be yourself, but don’t preach
yourself. These pointers help keep me
focused from beginning to end.
Aside from the essential empowering of the Holy Spirit, if there is one
single aspect of sermon preparation
that is most closely tied to fluency
of speech and impact in delivery, it
is this: Freedom of delivery in the
pulpit depends upon careful organization in the study. A good teacher
clears the way, declares the way, and
then gets out of the way.

There is no change of fire in the pews
if there is an iceberg in the pulpit; and
without personal prayer and communion with God during the preparation
stages, the pulpit will be cold. When
the apostles did some reorganization
of the early church, it was because they
realized how crucial it was for them to
give themselves continually to “prayer
and the ministry of the word” (Acts
6:4). To borrow from the marriage ceremony, it is imperative that “what God
has joined together, no man should put
asunder.” We dare not divorce our
preaching from our praying.

3.

Where do you prefer to
study for sermons?

For the past twenty years, my study
has been in the church building. As
our pastoral team has grown and as the
busyness of the office has increased,
I have created what I refer to as “the
cave.” Some of my colleagues seem able
to study well for short periods of time.
However, once I get airborne, I need to
stay there for long stretches.

