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n preparing for the 2020-2021 academic year, The Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary and Boyce College remain unwavering in our commitment to the health and 

safety of our students, faculty, staff, and campus community. With this conviction as our 
foundation, Southern Seminary plans to resume face-to-face instruction. The situation 
surrounding COVID-19 and our nation’s response is evolving, as is our understanding 
of all aspects of the disease. Therefore, it is possible we will need to adjust our plans as 
more information becomes available.

This document details the plans, procedures, and policies for returning to residential educa-
tion. Following the guidelines of the Kentucky Department for Public Health and the Centers for 
Disease Control will be essential to our success in providing a safe campus environment. Every 
member of our campus community will have a central role to play as we work together to protect 
the health and physical well-being of every member of the Seminary and College community.

Definitions

To facilitate clarity and understanding, the following terms in this document shall have the mean-
ings set forth as follows:

• “Isolation” refers to the separation of people who have tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 from the 
     rest of the campus community. 

• “Quarantine” refers to separating or restricting the movement of people, who have not yet tested 
     positive, but might have been exposed to SARS-CoV-2. 

• “Social distancing” refers to the practice of keeping space between yourself and other people 
     outside of your home by a distance of at least six feet. 

• “PPE” refers to personal protective equipment including N95 masks, gloves, etc. 

• “Campus Community” describes the students, faculty, and staff of Southern Seminary and 
     Boyce College.
 

Preparation for January

In preparation for the 2020-2021 academic year, Southern Seminary and Boyce College will pre-
pare facilities, obtain sanitizing supplies, and provide PPE in order to create an environment that is 
compliant with the most current guidelines established by public health authorities.

Facilities

In preparing and maintaining campus facilities throughout the year, the following procedures 
will be in force: 

• each learning space (classrooms, chapels, halls, etc.) will be assessed for maximum seating 
   capacity, and an adjusted maximum capacity will be designated for each space in accordance 
   with the current guidance from public health authorities, 
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• employees and students will be required to maintain safe social distances throughout the 
   campus through the reduction of seating capacities appropriate for each venue,

•barriers, shields, and physical guides designed to minimize contact between employees, stu-
  dents, and guests will be added to any point of contact service area and classrooms,  

• while drinking fountains will be cleaned and disinfected regularly, we encourage faculty,     
       staff, and students to bring their own water to minimize use of water fountains, and

• in the event that any member of the campus community tests positive for COVID-19 or  
       comes in contact with someone who is COVID-19 positive, we have set aside rooms in Fuller          
       Hall to be used for isolation and quarantine purposes.

Supplies

The Seminary will encourage healthy hygiene by:

• providing soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, tissues, etc., 

• procuring disinfectant cleaning supplies, 

• providing wipes and other cleaning supplies to staff for cleaning of personal work areas, 
   and they will be given to students to wipe down their area of the classroom. 

• Students and employees must follow government guidelines concerning the wearing of masks. 
   Each member of the campus community must provide their own masks, and SBTS will main-                       

        tain  a supply of disposable masks as a second option for students, faculty, and staff. These dis-                     
        posable masks will be available in central locations on campus. (NOTE: All residential students      
       and campus employees of Southern Seminary and Boyce College will be provided with a cloth          
       mask).

• Campus police will manage and distribute PPE inventory as needed. Hand sanitizer stations 
   will be provided throughout hallways and common areas in all buildings.

Arriving on Campus

The time and place for arrival on campus will be communicated sufficiently in advance. Upon 
arriving on campus, students, faculty, and staff will be provided:

• information about the risks associated with COVID-19 

• information on how to recognize signs and symptoms, and 

• instructions on actions to follow should symptoms develop.

Upon receipt of this information and instruction, all students and employees will be asked to 
sign an acknowledgment of the risks presented by COVID-19 and personal responsibilities to help 
maintain a safe environment as they engage in campus community activities.
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Testing for SARS-CoV-2

Prior to the start of classes, SBTS will implement a mandatory testing requirement for the resi-
dent students in addition to all faculty and staff. Testing will include:

• all new and returning students must complete a testing consent form prior to being tested. 
Note: New students to on-campus courses in the spring will also be required to submit HIPAA 
form, demographics form, and Covenant form located at MySBTS.

• any employee who will work on campus in any capacity, 

• any residential student moving into on-campus housing or a commuter student returning 
   to the classroom, 

• students will be encouraged to test at home with their primary care physician before 
   returning to campus, 

• students who test at home will be required to provide certification of a negative test result  
       upon arrival on campus, 

• testing will be available at the Campus Clinic using rapid test kits, 

• beginning January 11: The Campus Clinic will perform weekly random testing of the 
   campus community, and

• students will be charged a one-time $100 “Testing and Health Services” fee per semester.     
  This fee will cover the initial return to campus test as well as all subsequent tests conducted   
  throughout the semester.

Faculty and staff who test positive will be required to work remotely or take sick or other appro-
priate leave. They will place themselves in self-isolation, returning to campus only after cleared to 
return by their health care provider and consistent with CDC guidance.

To view the testing procedures for all resident students, faculty, and staff, click the following 
link:

Testing Procedures

Testing Schedule

Contact Tracing

The Seminary will coordinate contact tracing with local health authorities and State Health Ser-
vices as follows:

• contact tracing for those who test positive for SARS-CoV-2 will be led as dictated by local public 
   health officials, and 

https://community.sbts.edu/covid-19
https://sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/2020/12/SBTS-COVID-Testing-Protocol-winter-and-spring-21-updated-12_15.pdf
https://sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/2020/11/SBTS-Spring-2021-Testing-Schedule-External-most-recent.pdf
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• any employee or student who tests positive for COVID-19 will be encouraged to cooperate with 
   authorities for contact tracing.

Campus Life

As we return to campus for the fall semester students, residents, employees, and visitors must 
adhere to the following practices in our effort to provide a safe and healthy environment for our 
campus community:

1. Temperature monitoring: This semester we will be asking all students to self-monitor their   
     temperature on a daily basis: once in the morning before going to class and again at midday. There     
     are touchless infrared thermometers located throughout the campus. For a map of these loca-           
     tions, please click here. Students who record a fever of 100.4 or higher must immediately self-

isolate and call the Campus Clinic to schedule a testing appointment and be seen by a physician. 

2. Masks: When on campus all students, employees, and visitors will be required to wear a mask.    
     This includes when in the The Bookstore, in dining areas (except when eating and drinking),                
     and while attending class. When outside, masks are not required if six feet of social distancing is                
     maintained.

3. Social distancing: All members of the campus community must remain at least six feet apart           
     from one another (excludes roommates which are considered “household members”). Presently,             
     the state of Kentucky has limited gatherings to 10 participants or less. Campus dorm and         
     apartment occupants must be mindful of this when gathering in your residence.

4. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) stations: There are two main PPE stations that will    
     be available throughout the day: one in the Health & Recreation Center and a second in the Nor-          
     ton Hall main lobby. These will be equipped with face masks,  and hand sanitizer.

5. Ongoing testing: Throughout the semester, we will conduct continuous regular testing of  
     the campus community. Each week we will test 15% of campus residents, commuter students, and  
     employees.

6. If you have COVID-19 symptoms: If at any time you sense that you have symptoms includ-        
ing a fever of 100.4 or higher, a cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, mus-
cle or body aches, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion, etc., you must immediately 
self-isolate and call the Campus Clinic to schedule a testing appointment and be seen by a physi-
cian.

7. Contact tracing:  If you suspect you have been in close contact with an individual who has 
tested positive for COVID-19, please ensure that you call the Campus Clinic before coming onto 
campus. Close contact is currently defined as being within 6 feet of someone for a cumulative 
total of 15 minutes in a 24 hour period.

Classes

The Seminary will consider physical facilities, course type, priorities, and demand in determin-
ing the courses to be offered in various formats with the following considerations:

https://sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/2020/09/Temperature-Locations-Map.pdf
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• a number of different classroom formats may be used based on the capacity of the facilities, and 
   the educational demands of the course,
 
• there will be courses that allow the student to take the course face-to-face or remotely, based on 
   his or her needs or preferences, 

• there will be hybrid courses which require the student to attend in-person only a portion of the 
   time while receiving instruction remotely at other times, 

• classes will be video recorded and viewable for students who are unable to attend in-person 
   or livestreamed lectures, 

• group projects will be encouraged to be accomplished through digital meetings, 

• faculty will avoid assignments requiring use of paper,  

• a protocol of entrance and exit doors in classrooms to manage hallway traffic and social distanc-      
        ing practices, and

• students will be required to wear masks and remain socially distanced throughout the entirety      
       of the course session.

Also, in meeting course demand and considering the best way to manage classroom utilization, 
the Seminary may choose to:

• expand the standard teaching day and teaching week to offer more courses throughout the day 
   and on Saturdays, and/or

• adjust the academic calendar to complete in-classroom instruction before the regularly sched-
   uled semester conclusion at Thanksgiving.

All courses with any in-class instruction will be designed to shift to a remote instructional 
environment if necessary, given local, state, or national directives regarding COVID-19.

Classroom Cleaning

Classrooms will be will be cleaned on a daily basis as follows:

• professionally disinfected before the beginning of each day of instruction,

• professionally disinfected during the middle of the day, and
• students will be able to self-sanitize their sitting area at the beginning of each class with 
   disinfectant supplies provided by SBTS.

Clinic

The Campus Clinic will remain in a state of preparedness as follows:

• maintaining an inventory of PPE, hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies, and medical supplies for 
   screening of COVID-19,
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• ready for in-person visits in accordance with the current guidance from the CDC,

• training Clinic staff on COVID-19 and relevant clinical protocols, 

• reconfiguring the Clinic to promote physical distancing, and 

• developing protocols for clinic cleaning and decontamination.

The Campus Clinic has an established exam room with its own set of vital equipment, hazardous 
waste trash can, charting supplies, and medical supplies for the treatment of COVID-19 patients.

Additionally, the Clinic will update policies and procedures to protect students and clinical staff 
and to help limit the spread of COVID-19, which may include:

• advising students to make appointments online or call before coming to the Clinic
   for an in-person visit, 

• encouraging the use of telehealth visits when appropriate, 

• developing an online or telephone process for student check-in, 

• posting information that provides guidance on the safety precautions in effect,
• screening all clinical staff for respiratory symptoms and checking temperatures before entering 
   the clinic, and

• developing protocols for managing patients with acute respiratory symptoms and
   transporting patients in need of a higher level of care.

Residence Halls

Current plans permit two students per dorm room. Living area common rooms will be consid-
ered the students’ “home.” As “household” members, students will not be required to wear masks 
in those areas. Students who share dorm rooms/suites will be considered “campus families” and 
will not be required to adhere to social distancing requirements when together on campus (dining 
services, chapel, etc.). All resident students (dorms and apartments) will be required to wear masks 
anytime they are outside of their “home” (suite/family space) or whenever another student who is 
not in their “campus family” enters their living quarters. Precautions include:

• common spaces in the residence halls (such as restroom facilities, lobbies, shared
   kitchens, etc.) will have reduced or designated furnishings to encourage physical distancing, 

• common spaces will be professionally disinfected daily, and 

• disinfectant supplies will be available in the residence halls for residents to clean sur-
   faces as desired.

IMPORTANT: To protect our residence hall community, non-resident guests are not allowed in 
dorms for brief visits or overnight stays.

Rooms have been reserved in Fuller Hall for isolation and quarantine.
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Dining Services

Dining services will resume/continue and the campus community will have service options at 
the Dining Hall, Founders’ Cafe, the coffee shop, with the following parameters:

•  there will be no self-serve stations and all meals and beverages will be pre-plated (or packaged) 
   by dining staff using appropriate PPE,

• a greater emphasis on “grab and go” or “takeout” options, 

• barriers between cashiers and customers, 

• cleaning protocols will be modified as needed to meet recommendations and/or requirements 
   from CDC and Kentucky health officials, 

• seating capacity in the dining hall will be restricted to levels deemed appropriate by governing 
   agencies, and

• Founders’ will provide outdoor seating.

Chapel

Virtual chapel will be held online every Wednesday at 10 a.m.

Attendance requirements for Boyce College will be waived during the spring semester.

The Bookstore

The Bookstore, now located on the second floor of the Honeycutt Center will be accessible as 
follows:

• guests may shop in person with proper PPE and social distancing practices, and 

• textbooks and other resources will be available online.

Health and Recreation Center

The health and recreation center will be open with only a limited number of people permitted in 
the gym, weight room, and track at any given time. Additionally, the following protocols will be in 
place:

• the HRC will follow CDC considerations governing use of public pools and water 
   playgrounds, 

• track, weight room, and pool usage will be controlled through online scheduling, 

• all equipment will be professionally cleaned multiple times daily, and 

• cleaning supplies will be provided to guests to clean areas of use.
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Athletics

Boyce College will field teams in men’s basketball, women’s volleyball, and men’s soccer during 
the Spring semester. The schedule for our Athletics will be determined by NCAA and NCCAA 
guidelines. Additionally, attendance at games will be limited to family and close friends of the play-
ers and governed by spacing requirements for proper social distancing.

Travel

All travel (employee and student) that is sponsored by the Seminary will adhere to the following 
guidelines:

• travel will be limited to mission critical functions to assure the continued safety of the campus,        
       and,

• any employees or students who travel and suspect they have been exposed to SARS-CoV-2, will 
   be required to report this exposure to the appropriate campus advisor and may be required to 
   place themselves in self-quarantine for a period of time in accordance with current CDC guid-

       ance.

Visitors to Campus

All visitors will be expected to observe safety requirements and recommendations established by 
local health authorities and Seminary policies in effect at the time of the visit as follows:

• face-to-face meetings will be held only when virtual meetings are inefficient or unpractical, 

• meeting participants must be able to declare they have not been determined to be COVID-19 
   positive, do not have COVID-19 symptoms, and have not been in the presence of anyone they 
   knew to be COVID-19 positive in the last 14 days,

• meeting sizes must adhere to the most current guidelines established by public health profes-
   sionals and Southern Seminary, 

• social distancing must be honored and practices, and 

• all participants must wear appropriate PPE. 

Required Campus Reentry Forms

As a part of fall enrollment and being cleared to enter campus, on-campus students (campus res-
idents and commuters) will be required to sign several documents prior to moving in and attend-
ing classes. These documents are available for electronic signature through mySBTS and must be 
completed before January 21, 2021. Failure to do so will block students’ access to Canvas, until the 
required forms are completed.  

Note: With the exception of the Covid-19 Testing: Informed Consent form required for spring 
campus reentry, students who completed these forms last fall do not have to complete them again 
for Spring enrollment. 
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Conclusion

Planning for the 2020-2021 academic year will continue to occur with Southern Seminary’s 
steady dedication to the health and physical well-being of our students, faculty, and staff. These 
policies reflect the current CDC guidelines and best practices. It is imperative that we work with 
each other and learn from one another as together we strive to continue the mission of Southern 
Seminary and Boyce College. As new information and guidelines are made available, these proce-
dures may be revised, so please continue to regularly reference this document.

Additional information can be found at sbts.edu/backtocampus. Please direct any ques-
tions or comments to spring2021@sbts.edu.
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