
 
 
 
 

 
THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

 
Outline for PDS Research Thesis Proposal 

This document is intended to be a guide for the proposal process completed during 80600 
Project Methodology by students who have been granted approval to complete a PDS Research 
Thesis in place of the Ministry Research Project. 

I. All front and back matter must be included, such as the title page, copyright page, table of 
contents, etc. (see the style guide for more details). Also include a timeline for the 
completion of your thesis (see the attached example).  

 
II. Title (follow the formatting guidelines in The Southern Seminary Manual of Style)1 

The title must clearly and concisely describe the proposed thesis; e.g., “A Biblical 
Understanding of Genuine Conversion and Its Implications for the Church” 

 
III. Introduction 

Provide a brief introduction to your work. This should be no more than 1-2 pages. 
 

IV. Familiarity with the Literature  
Since a thesis is research driven, your proposal should display a general familiarity with 8-
10 major resources on your topic. This should be done by summarizing, in your own 
words, each resource and then noting their contribution to the discussion. You should 
mainly consider books and monographs for this section. If these types of resources are 
sparse, you may want to write on a different topic. 

 
V. Void in the Literature 

After displaying a familiarity with the relevant literature, you must now identify a void (or 
gap) in the literature. Isolating a void in the relevant sources should then help you focus 
your thesis statement on this area.  

 
VI. Thesis Statement 

Subsequent to identifying a void in the literature, you must write your thesis statement. 
Your thesis statement is the central claim that you will attempt to prove in your work2—
which should fill the said void in the literature. Besides being the central focus of your 
work, your thesis statement will also identify your proposed contribution to the relevant 
field of research.  

                                                            
1Available at http://sbts.libguides.com/style  
2For specific information on developing and constructing thesis statements, See Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for 
Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertation, 7th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007), 48–61; 
Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2003), 127–50. 

http://sbts.libguides.com/style


 
VII. Outline of Chapters 

The thesis should be 100-125 pages in length. Unless otherwise agreed upon, the chapter 
content should be: 
• Chapter 1: Introduction (points II–V in your proposal, 15-20 pp.) 
• Chapters 2-4: The validation of your thesis (70-85 pp.) 
• Chapter 5: Implications for the broader church (15-20 pp.) 

 
Chapters 2-4: In chapters 2-4, you will validate your thesis statement. You will do so 
through a consistent line of argumentation throughout these chapters. In light of this, 
each chapter outline must have a title, a main point of argument, and 4-5 major resources 
that will be employed in validating your thesis statement. Remember to keep the 
information in these chapters centered on your thesis statement.  
 
Chapter 5: After validating your thesis statement, this chapter will discuss the implications 
of your thesis for the broader (not just local) church. So if your thesis pertains to the 
genuine conversion of believers, you should discuss the implications of this perspective 
for the church. In your outline, list and briefly discuss (in 1-2 paragraphs) each major 
implication. Be sure that your implications are directly tied to your thesis statement.  

 
VIII. Annotated Bibliography (see the more detailed, attached instructions)  

Briefly summarize 20-25 initial resources, such as books, monographs, and journal articles, 
which you plan to use in your thesis. Strive to use resources that are both in line with your 
own perspective and also display familiarity with diverse viewpoints pertaining to your 
topic.  

 
 

*Note: this is the outline you will use to write your proposal once your thesis request is 
approved.



PREPARING ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? 
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation 
is followed by a brief (usually about 100-150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the 
annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, 
and quality of the sources cited. 

ANNOTATIONS VS. ABSTRACTS 
Abstracts are the purely descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly 
journal articles or in periodical indexes. Annotations are descriptive and critical; they expose 
the author's point of view, clarity and appropriateness of expression, and authority. 

THE PROCESS 
Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: 
concise exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research. 

• First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain
useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items.
Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.

• Cite the book, article, or document using the appropriate style.
• Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or

article. Include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the authority or background of
the author, (b) comment on the intended audience, (c) compare or contrast this work
with another you have cited, or (d) explain how this work illuminates your bibliography
topic.

CRITICALLY APPRAISING THE BOOK, ARTICLE, OR DOCUMENT 
For guidance in critically appraising and analyzing the sources for your bibliography, see How 
to Critically Analyze Information Sources
(https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing/home)  

CHOOSING THE CORRECT FORMAT FOR THE CITATIONS 
Make sure to follow The Southern Seminary Manual of Style, 4th ed., for this assignment. 

SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE 
Waite, L. J., Goldschneider, F. K., & Witsberger, C. “Nonfamily Living and the Erosion  
of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young Adults.” American Sociological Review 51 (4) 
(1986), 541-554.  

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the 
National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that 
nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving 
them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly 

https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing/home


Adapted with permission from Cornell University: 
Olin Library Reference / Research & Learning Services / Cornell University Library /Ithaca, NY, USA 
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm#sample  

supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing 
the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and 
changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows 
no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm#sample


Critical Appraisal and Analysis - Critically Analyzing Information Sources - LibGuides at Cornell University

https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing/home[2/23/2022 3:47:46 PM]

Cornell University / LibGuides / Critically Analyzing Information Sources / Critical Appraisal and Analysis

Critically Analyzing Information
Sources: Critical Appraisal and
Analysis
Ten things to look for when you evaluate an information source.

URL: https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing

Critical Appraisal and Analysis Tips

Research in the time of COVID-19

Check our COVID-19 update page to see which of our services are available. You will need to change your research

approach during this time of limited access to print materials to focus on using our extensive online resources.

Initial Appraisal : Reviewing the source

A. Author

1. What are the author's credentials--institutional affiliation (where he or she works), educational background,

past writings, or experience? Is the book or article written on a topic in the author's area of expertise? You can

use the various Who's Who publications for the U.S. and other countries and for specific subjects and the

biographical information located in the publication itself to help determine the author's affiliation and

credentials.

2. Has your instructor mentioned this author? Have you seen the author's name cited in other sources or

bibliographies? Respected authors are cited frequently by other scholars. For this reason, always note those

names that appear in many different sources.

3. Is the author associated with a reputable institution or organization? What are the basic values or goals of the

organization or institution?

B. Date of Publication

1. When was the source published? This date is often located on the face of the title page below the name of the

publisher. If it is not there, look for the copyright date on the reverse of the title page. On Web pages, the date

Search

Skip to Main Content

http://www.library.cornell.edu/
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing/tips
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/critically_analyzing/tips
https://www.library.cornell.edu/covid-19
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of the last revision is usually at the bottom of the home page, sometimes every page.

2. Is the source current or out-of-date for your topic? Topic areas of continuing and rapid development, such as

the sciences, demand more current information. On the other hand, topics in the humanities often require

material that was written many years ago. At the other extreme, some news sources on the Web now note the

hour and minute that articles are posted on their site.

C. Edition or Revision

Is this a first edition of this publication or not? Further editions indicate a source has been revised and updated to

reflect changes in knowledge, include omissions, and harmonize with its intended reader's needs. Also, many

printings or editions may indicate that the work has become a standard source in the area and is reliable. If you are

using a Web source, do the pages indicate revision dates?

D. Publisher

Note the publisher. If the source is published by a university press, it is likely to be scholarly. Although the fact that

the publisher is reputable does not necessarily guarantee quality, it does show that the publisher may have high

regard for the source being published.

E. Title of Journal

Is this a scholarly or a popular journal? This distinction is important because it indicates different levels of complexity

in conveying ideas. If you need help in determining the type of journal, see Distinguishing Scholarly from Non-
Scholarly Periodicals. Or you may wish to check your journal title in the latest edition of Katz's Magazines for

Libraries (Olin Reference Z 6941 .K21, shelved at the reference desk) for a brief evaluative description.

Critical Analysis of the Content

Having made an initial appraisal, you should now examine the body of the source. Read the preface to determine the

author's intentions for the book. Scan the table of contents and the index to get a broad overview of the material it

covers. Note whether bibliographies are included. Read the chapters that specifically address your topic. Reading the

article abstract and scanning the table of contents of a journal or magazine issue is also useful. As with books, the

presence and quality of a bibliography at the end of the article may reflect the care with which the authors have

prepared their work.

A. Intended Audience

What type of audience is the author addressing? Is the publication aimed at a specialized or a general audience? Is

this source too elementary, too technical, too advanced, or just right for your needs?

B. Objective Reasoning

1. Is the information covered fact, opinion, or propaganda? It is not always easy to separate fact from opinion.

Facts can usually be verified; opinions, though they may be based on factual information, evolve from the

interpretation of facts. Skilled writers can make you think their interpretations are facts.

https://guides.library.cornell.edu/scholarlyjournals
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/scholarlyjournals
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/scholarlyjournals
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2. Does the information appear to be valid and well-researched, or is it questionable and unsupported by

evidence? Assumptions should be reasonable. Note errors or omissions.

3. Are the ideas and arguments advanced more or less in line with other works you have read on the same topic?

The more radically an author departs from the views of others in the same field, the more carefully and critically

you should scrutinize his or her ideas.

4. Is the author's point of view objective and impartial? Is the language free of emotion-arousing words and bias?

C. Coverage

1. Does the work update other sources, substantiate other materials you have read, or add new information?

Does it extensively or marginally cover your topic? You should explore enough sources to obtain a variety of

viewpoints.

2. Is the material primary or secondary in nature? Primary sources are the raw material of the research process.

Secondary sources are based on primary sources. For example, if you were researching Konrad Adenauer's

role in rebuilding West Germany after World War II, Adenauer's own writings would be one of many primary

sources available on this topic. Others might include relevant government documents and contemporary

German newspaper articles. Scholars use this primary material to help generate historical interpretations--a

secondary source. Books, encyclopedia articles, and scholarly journal articles about Adenauer's role are

considered secondary sources. In the sciences, journal articles and conference proceedings written by

experimenters reporting the results of their research are primary documents. Choose both primary and

secondary sources when you have the opportunity.

D. Writing Style

Is the publication organized logically? Are the main points clearly presented? Do you find the text easy to read, or is it

stilted or choppy? Is the author's argument repetitive?

E. Evaluative Reviews

1. Locate critical reviews of books in a reviewing source, such as the Articles & Full Text , Book Review

Index, Book Review Digest, and ProQuest Research Library. Is the review positive? Is the book under review

considered a valuable contribution to the field? Does the reviewer mention other books that might be better? If

so, locate these sources for more information on your topic.

2. Do the various reviewers agree on the value or attributes of the book or has it aroused controversy among the

critics?

3. For Web sites, consider consulting this evaluation source from UC Berkeley.

Permissions Information

If you wish to use or adapt any or all of the content of this Guide go to Cornell Library's Research Guides Use
Conditions to review our use permissions and our Creative Commons license.

https://guides.library.cornell.edu/bookreviews
http://encompass.library.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/checkIP.cgi?access=gateway_standard&url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,guest&profile=eds&Groupid=main&custid=s9001366
http://resolver.library.cornell.edu/umip/aqg6345
http://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/evaluating-resources
https://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/research-guides-use-conditions
https://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/research-guides-use-conditions
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